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SOCIETY

NEXT MEETING
Next meeting will be held on Saturday October 12, 10:00 am, at the Currituck County Library in
Barco. There will be no speaker. Discussion will be on the AGS Fall Conference.

AGS HOLDS FIRST CONFERENCE—SUCCESS!
By Jeanne Meekins Murray

I’m sure that Janeth Murphy who worked hardest getting our first ever conference organized is still
breathing a sigh of relief that it went very well. | heard many positive comments, not the least of
which was that it was the best conference one man had attended, and he’s attended many. So, thank
you, thank you, to all those who worked so hard to make it a reality.

Each individual celebrates his or her own highlights—family connections found, more information
gleaned, websites to be perused—but overall there were several highlights that 1’d like to mention.
Receiving a lifetime achievement award was Lois Johnson Meekins, author of many books including
both the Currituck and Dare cemetery surveys. In addition, she has served AGS as treasurer for
many years and was a charter member of the organization. The keynote speaker, Michael Strauss,
was awesome! Not only did he provide important “nuts and bolts” information about finding one’s
Civil War ancestors, he did it with such drama and passion that we were all drawn in to history in a
living way. Sadly, | was unable to attend classes, having other responsibilities, but I saw many
smiling faces and hear a number of people talking about how good all the sessions were. And, thanks
to BJ’s Carolina BBQ, the lunch was good as well.

At our next AGS meeting on Saturday, Oct. 12, we plan to look over our evaluations and do a
“debriefing” of a sort. If you have comments or suggestions that you did not get a chance to offer at
the conference, please feel free to email them to me or to any of the other officers. We will take all
comments into consideration as we consider the possibility of making this an annual event.

Again, thanks to all who worked so hard on this event. Truly, it could not have happened without all
the helping hands.
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NEW MEMBERS

AGS would like to welcome our newest members. We hope you enjoyed the conference and we
hope to see you at our quarterly meetings.

Doris Younts, Gayle Flora Vander Veer, Betty and Stuart Chaplain, Carole Strawhand, Cynthia
Scott, Alma Lee Spruill, Jackson R. Bell, Jr., Barbara Bell, Janet Lovell, Susan Miller, Ron Baxter,
Jackie Farkas, Cindy Holland, Betty Lowry, Charles Morton, Ginger Smith, Shelia Rose Tyler,
Marcia S. Hawkins, Monica Maynard, Susie G. Spruill, Laura Ostrander, Jennette Vitasek, Justin
Patrick, Madge F. Hodges, Brenda Saunders Butler, LeVern Davis Parker, Ruth P. Harrell, Evelyn
Young, Kevin W. & Deborah F. Devine, Crestena Oakley, Rebecca Deaver, Kelford Collins, Kim
Harper, Andrew T. Creekmore, Jr., John Collins, Carol L. White, Anna Collins Thomas, and Ira T.
Brooks.

DARE COUNTY DIGITAL HERITAGE COLLECTION
OF HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS

by Naomi Rhodes, County Reference Librarian

Dare County Library is pleased to announce the new Dare County Digital Heritage Collection of
Historical Newspapers consisting of over 10,000 issues covering 70 years of the Dare County Times
(1935-1945) and The Coastland Times (1951-2009), available free to the public online. The Dare
County Digital Heritage Collection of Historical Newspapers can be accessed online at
www.daredigitalheritage.org

Search the full text of articles, photo captions, advertisements, and obituaries, then display the
scanned images that match your search. Or search for a specific date.

This project is made possible through funding from the Outer Banks Community Foundation and the
Dare County Library and through an agreement between Times Printing Company, Inc., publishers
of the Dare County Times and The Coastland Times newspapers.

Coming soon to the Dare County Digital Heritage collection, an online digital archive and
searchable index of typed pages of family name genealogy contained in the Gregory Williams Outer
Banks Genealogy Collection.
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Personal Notes on the
Sanderlin and Mercer Families
In
Camden and Currituck Counties of North Carolina.

by: William Thomas Wood

THE SANDERLIN FAMILY
COX — MERCER - SANDERLIN

Grandmother Sarah Frances Mercer-Sanderlin’s family can be traced back to circa
1670 mostly through the Cox family. Mrs. Luna Jarvis-Spivey of 1419 Monterey Avenue,
Norfolk, Virginia is the great-great granddaughter on her mother’s side of Caleb Cox who
was included in the 1790 United States Census, she has done considerable research on her
family history and we are grateful to her for the following information on our Cox and
mercer families.

THOMAS COX — Born circa 1670 and died in 1743, his wife was Ann. He made his Will on
April 30", 1743 and it was probated on July 5%, 1743. His sons were Edward, Solomon and
Marmaduke. His daughters were Mary Cox, Dinah Cox, and Ann CoX. The executrix was
Ann his wife. Will Book #1 Currituck County North Carolina.

MARMADUKE COX - Born died in November 1806. He was the son of
Thomas Cox. He made his Will on December 18™, 1802 and it was probated on November
18", 1806. He mentioned granddaughter, Sarah Ballantine also Eathan and Frankie Cox. Son
Thomas Cox was executor. John Ballantine was witness. Will Book #2 Currituck County
N.C.

THOMAS COX - Son of Marmaduke Cox. Born __ died in 1825. He made his Will on
February 17™, 1818 and it was probated in May 1825. Will Book #3, Currituck County N.C.
Sons; Thomas, Edward, John, David. Daughters; Fanny Cox-Bowren, Frances Cox-Mercer,
Sarah Cox-Ballantine-Allison. Grandsons; David Cox and John Jordan Ballantine.
Granddaughters; Milissa, Minnie, and Lover Ballantine the children of my daughter Sarah
Cox-Ballantine-Allison. Son John was executor.
Source of information on above wills; Clerk of the Court’s record in Court House, Currituck
N.C. 2; “Abstracts of Wills and Other Records. Currituck and Dare Counties 1663 to 1850”
By Colonel Gordon C. Jones

The Frances Cox-Mercer mentioned as the daughter of Thomas Cox in his above will
was my maternal great grandmother. We know she married Samuel E. Mercer from
information in the Bible of my great aunt Anne E. Mercer-Overman-Taylor which reads.

“Anne E. Mercer was the daughter of Samuel E. Mercer and Frances Cox-Mercer was born
October 111, 1837 in Camden County North Carolina.’
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According to information given to me by Aunt Betty, Elizabeth Estelle Sanderlin-
Wood, her maternal grandparents Samuel E. Mercer and Frances Cox-Mercer had eight
children, she believed they were all born and brought up in Camden County, North Carolina.
She gave me their names in the order shown on the next sheet.

Samuel E. Mercer of Camden County, NC was born circa 1795. He married Frances
Cox of Currituck County, NC born circa 1800, daughter of Thomas Cox. Their 8 children
were;

Amanda Mercer- married first- Cox, second- Hathaway, third- William Henry
Creekmore.

Cornelia Mercer married- Sears. Addie Sears Cater was their daughter.

Thomas Mercer.

William Mercer married first- Ann, second — Lou Williams.

Samuel Mercer married Susan Sanderlin of Camden County, born about 1832, died
July 21, 1879. They had 2 children, William Thomas Mercer, born November 28, 1849 and
John T. Mercer born November 1, 1851.

Sylvester Mercer.

Sarah Frances Mercer born June 20, 1837, died Feb. 25, 1900 married Thomas
Sanderlin of Camden County, born November 1, 1828 and died December 30, 1896. Thomas
Sanderlin and his wife Sarah Frances Mercer-Sanderlin lived at Moyock in Currituck
County, North Carolina. They had ten children and were my maternal grandparents.

Ann E. Mercer born October 11, 1837, married Nathan G. Overman of Pasquotank
County, born Feb. 27, 1832 and died Feb. 15, 1883. Ann Mercer and Nathan Overman had
two children. The first was George E. Overman who was born in Moyock N.C. on January
1%, 1858. On March 25™, 1890 George married Lizzie Griffin. The second child was Alice
Overman — Born April 18, 1860, died 1865. After Nathan G. Overman died his widow Ann
E. Mercer-Overman married William T. Taylor on October 11%, 1882. They had no children,
William T. Taylor died in November of 1888.

- THOMAS SANDERLIN -

Thomas Sanderlin was born in Camden County, North Carolina on November 1%, 1828
and died at Moyock in Currituck County, North Carolina on December 30", 1896. He was
the son of Wilson Sanderlin of Camden County and Sarah his wife.

About 1850 he married Sarah Frances Mercer (1834-1900) of Camden County. She
was the daughter of Samuel E. Mercer and Frances Cox-Mercer and the granddaughter of
Thomas Cox.

Their 10 children were — William, Sarah Frances, Mary Gray, Thomas Mercer, Emma
Susan, Edward Wilson, Clara Anne, Sam Sylvester, Elizabeth Estelle, and Lena Bridgett.
Thomas Sanderlin was a plantation owner and a very successful farmer at Moyock, Currituck
County North Carolina.
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The Sanderlin’s came to Currituck County from Camden County North Carolina,
when they came and under what conditions we are not prepared to say. Although these
counties are adjacent at the time of the 1790 Census there were 70 Sanderlin’s in Camden
and none in Currituck. Deed Book #13 page 199 in Currituck Court House records that
Malachi Sanderlin of Camden County sold to Wilson Sanderlin, also of Camden, acreage in
the Coinjock District of Currituck County, probably at Shawboro, on December 1%, 1812.

We know that grandmother Sarah Frances Mercer-Sanderlin came from Camden
County by an entry in the Bible of great aunt Ann E. Mercer-Overman-Taylor which reads
‘Ann E. Mercer of Camden County and Nathan G. Overman of Pasquotank County were
married in October 1856 at Thomas Mercer’s home by William Gordon. “Ann was the baby
of this Mercer Family and was three years younger than her sister, Sarah Frances Mercer-
Sanderlin. After their parents died both of these girls went to live with their brother Thomas
Mercer who brought them up. My mother and grandmother appeared to think of Ann Mercer
and Susan Sanderlin as special among their women relatives. They were Christian women of
great character with engaging personalities. Ann and Susan wore their keys with distinction
and efficiency.

The first land transaction of Thomas Sanderlin in Currituck County N.C. was in 1853.
In Deed book 326, page 451 — “Thomas Sanderlin bought from John Barnard, May 6%, 1853
for $3,000.00 land John Barnard purchased from Samuel Mercer bounded by land of William
Mercer and the Drainage Canal, 250 acres more or less.” It is extremely difficult to locate a
piece of land by reading an ancient Deed, former owners are forgotten, lanes and roads
change and the old oak tree dies and disappears. However | am inclined to believe this is the
original Thomas Sanderlin Farm at Puddin Ridge which is two miles west of Moyock, North
Carolina. This village was often referred to as Shingle Landing, the drainage canal mentioned
in the above Deed ran by this farm and was called the Big Ditch, it drained the farms of this
area into Shingle Landing Creek and on into Currituck Sound.

The dwelling on this farm was a story and a half cottage or story and a jump as the
old folks said. Later as their family grew to ten children the girls slept in the main building
with their parents, the four boys — William, Edward Wilson, Thomas Mercer and Samuel
Sylvester slept in a building back of the cottage where there was a half dozen bunks. In the
winter it was very cold in their bedroom but in those days in the winter it was cold
everywhere inside as well as outside.

As time went on grandfather Thomas Sanderlin prospered for in 1855 we find him
buying more land and building up to his plantation. Currituck County Deed Book #27, page
295. “Thomas Sanderlin bought from William C. Mercer May 29, 1855 for five hundred
dollars, one hundred acres, bounded by Thomas Sanderlin’s land, Maya Cox and Thomas
Cox.

And again in 1857, Currituck Deed Book #27 pages 569 and 570. G.W. Parson sold
to Thomas Sanderlin on the 20" of May 1857, 7 slaves, Martha and 3 children (Sarah, Amy
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and Tom) Jacob, Ryland and Ned. 5 horses, 9 head of cattle, 40 or 50 heads of hogs, one
third of a Lyghter named “Franklin Pierce” also a house and lot of two acres more or less at
Shingle Landing together with all the buildings and improvements thereon which was
purchased from W. W. Sylvester and Lindsay in February 1857. Also all of stock in Parson’s
Store at Shingle Landing, shoes, dry goods, hardware and his blacksmith shop.

Jesse Forbes Pugh in his book “THREE HUNDRED YEARS ALONG THE
PASQUOTANK, states that in 1862 Major Willis Burgess Sanderlin (1829-1900) was in
charge of the Home Guards of Camden County. At the same time Thomas Sanderlin was a
member of the Home Guard at Moyock, N.C. Grandmother loved to tell of the time when it
was Thomas’ turn to be Camp Cook. He filled up a kettle with rice and filled the interstices
with water. Naturally when the water began to boil the kettle of rice ran over so he had to
keep adding kettles until the supply of kettles in the camp ran out. After that the boys made
him a Captain or a Major or something so he would never again be on the cooking detail.

Around the middle of the 19™ century there was an interesting Personality by the
name of Dorsey Acy Sanderlin who moved about in the Currituck-Camden area of North
Carolina. Although we have reports on him through several sources his relation to the
Sanderlin Family remains elusive. In 1855 there is an official record where a Dorsey
Sanderlin sold to John Barnard 300 acres for $2,000.00 — Will Book 27 page 59 in the
archives of Currituck County. Dorsey Acy was a Baptist Minister and during one period of
his life established a Baptist Church at Rehobeth which is near Currituck Court House. |
believe this place is now called Maple. Mr. Ben Sanderlin has encountered Dorsey Acy there
is a delightful story. Isaac Newton Fentress, Ike, remembers him and that must have been
around 1880 as lke was born in 1869. Dorsey Acy often stayed at the home of great aunt
Susan Sanderlin-Mercer-Fentress and lke remembers that Dorsey Acy often addressed his
mother Susan Fentress as Sister Susan, this was of course in the charming manner of all
ministers of that period. In any event if he was a Sanderlin we know he was a Christian
gentleman, kindly and gracious and we trust that someday he will be accord his proper place
in history.

In 1878 Thomas Sanderlin bought from Mrs. Sabrina Wilson the Wilson Farm of 500
acres which was directly across the road from his outlined original farm at Puddin Ridge. |
have not checked the deed on this transaction however Aunt Bettey said she was seven years
old when her family moved into the Wilson House, she was born in 1871. Sabrina Wilson
was by reputation the wealthiest woman in Currituck County, before she married William
Stafford Wilson she was Miss Sabrina Boushell Cox. Sabrina was the maternal great
grandmother of Luna Jarvis-Spivey, My grandmother’s people all called her Cousin Sabrina
Wilson, the relationship however remote was with the Cox Family also way back in Camden
County days there may have been a marriage between the Sanderlin’s and the Wilsons, at
least half a dozen Sanderlin boys were given the Christen name of Wilson.
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AGS MEMBERSHIP FOR 2013

AGS values your membership. Each member is appreciated and important to AGS. Thanks so
much for your support.
For 2013 there were 32 paid members and publications exchanged with 13 other societies.

Abadie, Susan, 15171 Spar Street, Garden Grove, CA 92843-5231. 714-554-3886.
Sabadie@socal.rr.com Ballance, BU”Q% Culpepper, Curling, Flora, Garrett, Gregory,
McCoy, Miller, Nichols, Powers, Smith, Spence, Whaley, Williams.

Alleznz%ounty Public Library, Genealogy Periodicals, P. O. Box 2270, Fort Wayne, IN 46801-

Baxter, Joan,348 Kempsville Rd., Chesapeake, VA 23320,- 757-547-1063. Baxter, Garrett,
Hasting, Sawyer, Jobe/Job Garrett, Susan (Sudie) Garrett, Smithson.

Bell, Horace, 122 Carotauk Dr., Currituck, NC 27929-9604 - Ph-252-455-7640-
HBell3@embargmail.com Bell.

Boothe, Inez, 927 John Alden Road, Stone Mountain, GA 30083-4755. 404-292-5588.

ighoothe@ATT.net Ballance, Barecock, Gregory, Hall, Pe%gs, White.

Bray,Libby, 436 Casselberry Lane, Virginia Beach, VA 23452-3525. (757) 486-25609.

\Iﬁv_Lﬂuise@aol.com Fulcher’s, Gammon, Overton, Perry, Rodgers/Rogers, Stewart,
right

Brumley, Mrs. Jane 6472 Knotts Island Rd.,Virginia Beach, VA 23457757-426- 6906.
brumleyfarm@prodigy.net Bowden, Miller

Cannon, Newell H., 501 S Edenton Road Street, Hertford, NC 27944. 252-404-4111,
newellcannon@yahoo.com Durant, Sutton, Pitt Co. Joyner, Greene Co. Newell, Syllinoat.

Carolinas Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 397, Monroe, NC 28111. (exchange).

Casteen,W. T. Jr., P.O. Box 8183, Virginia Beach, VA 23450. wcasteen@yahoo.com Baxter,
Humphries, Mercer, Spry

Creekmore, Andrew T., 707 Northampton Dr., Cary, NC 27513-4604 Creekmore

Dudley, Daniel S., 5132 Overland Dr., Virginia Beach, VA 23462. 757-490-1054.
pungoduck@aol.com Dudley, Mercer, Shipﬁ, Spry.

Family Research Society of Northeastern North Carolina, P.O. Box 1425, Elizabeth City, NC
27909-1425. (exchange).

Fisher, John M., P.O. Box 23, Jarvisburg, NC 27947. tandakelly@aol.com Bencham/ Binsham,
_I?avis, Dowdy/ O” Dowdy, Evans, Forbes, Fisher, Gallop, Lnu, Melson, Owens, Tillet,

yson

Gallimore, Vickie, 1102 Brittley Way, Apex, NC 27502. 919-326-6279-919-656-4654,
vsg1969@aol.com

Gamiel, Amy M., 1681 Colington Road, Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948.
aandbgamiel@embargmail.com 252-480-2769. Dailey, Gamiel/Gaimel, Midgett, O’Neal,
Perry, Wicker.

Gates County Historical Society P. O. Box 98 Gates, NC 27937. (exchange)

Hampton,lIrene C., 216 Claremont Ct., Elizabeth City, NC 27909, PH- 338-6975
banffiteinnc@yahoo.com, Hampton, Brabble, Sanderlin, Munden, Cason, Walker,
Nicholson, Simmons, Taylor, Barnard, Ballance, Dunton or Dunston, Hill, Bell, Tillett

Harris, Bill & Diane, 3829 Elijah Baum Rd., Kitty Hawk, NC 27949. 252-261-6159.
kittyhawker@embargmail.com Barco, Baum, Beacham, Beans, Beasley, Best, Crank,
Dowdy, Dunton, Gallop, Gamiel, Green, Guard, Harris, Haywood, Hines, Johnson,
Meekins, Midgett, O’Neal, Perry, Rodgers, Stetson, Tillett, Toler, Williams [all Kitty Hawk,
Duck, Nags Head & Colington early family names].

Hocutt, Dorothy Cason, P.O Box 57, Coinjock, NC 27923. 252-453-4663. Cason, Tatem,
Wicker.

Hugo, Diane R., 277 Maple Grove Lane East, Powhatan, VA 23139, dianehistoryl2@gmail.com
drhugol2@gmail.com cell. 804-301-5846 Reuben Ball, Family, Richard Sanderson, Family,

Michael O’Neal, Family, Arvin Griffin Jones.
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Hy(%e Cﬁunty)Historical & Genealogical Society, P. O. Box 517, Engelhard, NC 27824.
exchange).

Klag, June D., 1541 Gum Bridge Rd., Virginia Beach, VA 23457 -1565, 757-426-3836.
Laird, John, 1214 King Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060. 831-426-5900. Johnlaird9@aol.com

Cowell, Doxey, McCoy, Miller’s,Nicholson, Roberts, Taylor, Thompson, Whitehurst.

Land, Henry H. 1202 Daybrook Dr., Kannapolis, NC 28081. 704-938-2260. hland@vnet.net
Baxter, Brinson, Ferebee, Land, Phillips, Scurr.

Lukei, Melida Jones, 1046 Azalea Ct., 1046 Virginia Beach, VA 23452, Ph-757-340-5948
mjlukei@aol.com “Research in Old Princess Anne County, VA 1637 to Present” (Now
Virginia Beach, VA.)

Mann, Rod & Mari, 220 Woodleigh Rd., Knotts Island, NC 27950, Ph-252-429-3009

RODMANN@COX.NET-MARIMANN@COX.NET Jones, Knott, Mann, White.

Martin County Genealogical Societr, P.O. Box 121, Williamston, NC 27892. %exchange).

Meekins, Lois Johnson, 142 Waterlily Road, Coinjock, NC 27923. 252-453-2861.
ljmeekins@embargmail.com Brice, Johnson, Fisher, Meekins, Morse, O’Neal, Overton,
Perry, Sank, Wicker, Williams.

Montalbine, Gary, 136 Hudgins Lane, Knotts Island, NC 27950 252-429-3558
Kiscrapbook.knottsislandonline.com.

Murphy, Janeth L., 119 McCoy Lane, Moyock, NC 27958. Ph- 757-373-9982 or 252-435-0665.

Murray, Jeanne, 122 Waterlily Rd. Coinjock, NC 27923 252-423-0851

Old Darling District Chapter SCGS, P.O. Box 175, Hartsville, SC 29551. (exchange).

Old Dobbs County Genealogical Society of the Wayne County Historical Association, P.O. Box
665, Goldshoro, NC 27553-0665. (exchange).

Palmer, Ellen D., 124 Greenbriar Dr., Stallings, NC 28104. 704-821-8977. Suedpalm@aol.com
Brinson, Hughs, Hughes, Wright.

Portsmouth Genealogical Society, 601 Court Street, Portsmouth, VA 23704-3607. (exchange).

Rhodes, Naomi, Dare County Reference Librarian, Kill Devil Hills Library, 400 Mustian St. Kill
Devil Hills, NC 27948.

Snowden, Barbara B., P. O. Box 134, Currituck, NC 27929. barbarabsnowden@embargmail.com

Spencer, Jean S., P. O. Box 773, Moyock, NC 27958. Sylvester814@yahoo.com Culpepper,
Dozier, Flora, Silvester

Ziller, Phyllis Matthews, 1206 Legacy Greene Avenue, Wake Forest, NC 27587. NCGS, society
liaison, Maryann Stockert Tuck, Phyllis Ziller, NCGS newsletter editor.

Swain County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 267, B%son City, NC 28713-0267. (exchange).

Tyr(rell rEZoun%y Genealogical & Historical Society, P.O. Box 686, Columbia, NC 27925.

exchange).

Wake County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 17713, Raleigh, NC 27619-7713. (exchange).

Wark, Jonathan, Dare County Library, P.O. Box 1000, Manteo, NC 27954 jwark@earlibrary.org

Washin%ton Co. Genealogical Society, P. O. Box 567, P_I?/mouth, NC 27962-0567 (exchange).

Wilson County Genealogical Society, P. O. Box 802, Wilson, NC 27894-0802 252-243-166
WWW.WCQS.org.




Albemarle Genealogical Society

Report for meeting of Oct 12 2013
Prepared Sep. 30, 2013 By Treasurer, Lois Meekins

QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT:
Albemarle Genealogical Society Publication (checking acct.)
Smart Gross Acct., as of 5/31/13

Miscellaneous account, held by Lois Meekins
Total AGS balance

Checks sent out during 3rd quarter of 2013

Check #312 Mt. Zion Methodist Church. For conference.

Check # 313 Renew to NC Gen Soc.

Check # 314 Michael Strauss, conference speaker

Check # 315 Refund owed Tyrrell Co on conference fee

Check # 316 Janeth Murphy for expense she paid for conference
Check # 317 for 115.29 to Naomi Rhodes, Naomi donated it back
Check # 318 Dare Co Library for copies

Check # 319 BJ’S Carolina BBQ for 80 lunches at conference
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3,638.93
10,132.56

91.80
$13,863.29

50.00
40.00
169.00
10.00
372.71

32.00
640.0

BOOK SALES for 3™ quarter of 2013
"The Heritage of Currituck County" — Sold 3, AGS has 168 books on hand.
"Currituck Marriage Book A" — Sold 0, AGS has 17 books on hand.

"Pasquotank Co. 1860 Census" — Sold 1, AGS has 41 books on hand.

"Currituck County Cemetery Records" - Sold, 13 AGS has 852 books on hand.

““Histories of Currituck County, NC Families” — Sold 2, AGS has 165 books on hand.

32 paid members for 2013 & 12 exchanges



