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Why Study Genealogy?
by Laura Ostrander

Recently someone said to me, “I have no interest in genealogy.
Why should I care about my ancestry? I don’t see how knowing my
lineage can improve my life!” I don’t think I gave him a very good
answer at the time, but I’ve thought about it a lot since then.
Genealogy is a curiosity for some, a hobby for many and an
obsession for others. So … you tell me … why are you motivated to
spend hours and hours researching your ancestors? Some of us
have specific reasons but others jump into family research without
giving it much thought.
Genealogy can provide a doorway
to the past. However, you may have
to break through a few brick walls
to open that door. It generally
requires focus, commitment and
persistence to unravel your
ancestry.
Genealogy means different things
to different people, but there are
common threads people share
when looking at the past.

This Photo by Unknown

The Practical Side of Genealogy
Here are some key reasons why you may want to learn more
about your ancestors:
• Validate Family Stories – To resolve whether family

stories about your ancestors are true. Continued on page 7.

Genealogy Bootcamp
at the Slover Library in Norfolk
Full Schedule & Conference Program on page 4

Happy Fall!
I hope everyone had a nice summer. It was a hot one but hopefully we’ll have some
cool weather soon.
The October meeting at the Genealogy Boot Camp in Norfolk is packed with great
information to help us continue our ancestry search. I really hope you’ll take advantage
of this great opportunity and join us at the Slover for this great event. The quality of
speakers and the variety of topics is something we could not possibly duplicate in our
quarterly Society meetings.
As the weather changes, so will things with AGS. Laura mentioned in the last newsletter
that this October issue will be her last. She has worked tirelessly for AGS creating a
wonderful newsletter that provided our members with interesting information; even
bringing the Society a special North Carolina award. She needs the extra time now to
focus on her personal genealogy research and other commitments. I’m sure all of you
join me in a huge thank you to Laura!
The Society celebrated a special 35th Anniversary in 2017. Many people worked
diligently over the years to provide an opportunity to get together and share
information and time for the Albemarle Genealogical Society. We’ve seen new energy
and an increase in membership. Moving into 2019 there will be an opportunity for
others to share their skills and talents. We’ll soon need some new officers and we need
a newsletter editor right away. It is a wonderful Society and we are anxious to know
who is willing to help us continue the march into the future.
Looking forward to seeing you at the Slover on October 13th!
Carol White, AGS President
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Fall Meeting & Program
Saturday, October 13, 2018 9:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.
Slover Library, Norfolk

Genealogy Bootcamp

Agenda
Saturday, October 13 – Business Meeting (11:30 a.m.)
3
1.President – Call to Order
2.Secretary’s Report & Approval of Winter Meeting
Minutes (Minutes are posted on AGS
Website/Member Section. Please review prior to
meeting)
3.Treasurer’s Report
4.Old Business
5.New Business
6.Program: Genealogy Bootcamp at the Slover
Library in Norfolk
7.Next Meeting: Saturday, January 12, 2019

2018-2019 Meeting Dates

AGS Website www.agsnc.org
Each AGS member should have received
a 2018 username and password giving
access to the members-only section. If
you need help, contact Naomi Rhodes.

Publication Date for the Next AGS Newsletter is
January 2019
Notice: Due to increased color printing costs, AGS
Newsletters that are distributed via U.S. Mail are sent
as black & white copies. Email copies will continue
to be in color. Color copies are always available on
the AGS Website (see above) and can be viewed at
the Barco and Dare Public Libraries, the library that
serves your neighborhood and many other
locations.

All Albemarle Genealogical Society meetings
are free and open to the public. Please join us
if you share an interest in genealogy. Meetings
are held at the Currituck County Library,
Barco, NC, unless otherwise announced.

Saturday, January 13
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 p.m.-12:30 p.m. An AGS Antiques
Roadshow with James Oglesby (Each
participant can bring one family
heirloom for assessment.)
Saturday, April 14
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 p.m.-12:00 p.m. Program
Sargeant Memorial Collection
at the Slover Library (Norfolk
Public Library) with emphasis
on resources for Northeastern
NC & the Outer Banks Region,
Presentation by
Troy Valos, MA, MSIS
Special Collections Librarian
Sargeant Memorial Collection
Wednesday, July 11 Genealogy Assistance
Night
Saturday, October 13
9 A.M.-4:00 P.M. Program (see page 4)
Noon: Business Meeting
Genealogy Bootcamp – Conference at
Slover Library in Norfolk
Saturday, January 12
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 p.m.-12:00 p.m. Program
Robert Baxter: The Wash Woods
Community
Bob Baxter is writing a definitive book
on the Wash Woods Community. He
offers first-hand information on this
abandoned site.
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This conference is sponsored by the Norfolk
Public Library’s Sargeant Memorial Collection
and the Virginia Beach Genealogical Society. It
is an annual conference. Several AGS
members have attended the conference in the
past and rated it “excellent.” They have a
variety of speakers and an interesting selection
of topics.
This year the Slover Annual Conference is
scheduled for October 13, the same day that
our quarterly Fall AGS Meeting is scheduled.
Because this created a conflict for members
wishing to attend the Norfolk event and
following discussion during the July 11 Summer
AGS Meeting, the AGS Board voted to move
our meeting to Norfolk. This allows AGS
members to attend a meeting that promises to
be an outstanding opportunity to interact with
other genealogical societies and attend
meaningful presentations beyond out usual
capabilities.
Robert Baxter, the scheduled speaker for our
meeting graciously agreed to move his
presentation to our first 2019 meeting date,
January 12. Baxter will discuss his book about
the Wash Woods community.
As an incentive to make the trip to Norfolk and
attend this conference, AGS invites you to be
out guest for lunch. You must register for this
conference by contacting Carol White,
agsnc.cwhite@gmail.com. She will give you lunch
choices and complete your conference the
registration for you.

Slover Library, Norfolk

There is limited street parking (meters) available
in the vicinity and several nearby parking
garages. One is behind the library; another is in
MacArthur Mall. Perhaps the easiest way to
attend is to take The Tide, Norfolk’s light rail
system. Park at the Newtown Road Station and
get off at the Plume Street Station. The Slover
Library is right across from that station.
The hours for the conference are 9:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. The AGS Business Meeting will take
place during the lunch break at a site to be
announced. Check your registrations materials
to find the location.
AGS will have a vendor table to sell books and
there are some great door prizes. Sessions are
concurrent and you will have many options. It’s
a great opportunity and you can’t beat the
price!

Please join us for the 3rd Annual Genealogy
Conference at Slover Library

Presented by the Sargeant Memorial Collection,
Norfolk Public Library and the Virginia Beach
Genealogical Society

Saturday, October 13, 2018 8:30am-4:00pm
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FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC,
BUT REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.
Conference sessions will cover topics like beginning
to advanced genealogy, military records, colonial
Virginia records, lineage societies, digitizing family
photographs, property research, and how to
preserve your personal archives.
Visit our vendor hall for a variety of helpful
genealogy resources.

8:00 am Registration opens in library forum
8:30 am Vendor hall opens on 6th floor
8:45 am Opening Remarks
Tammy Woodward, CA Room 650
9:00 am Called to Serve: Your Ancestors in the
Military
Michael Strauss, AG Room 650
Beginning genealogical research on ancestors who may
have served in the military is not without rewards.
Conducting research can be a challenge and daunting for
those not familiar with the records, repositories, and
methodologies employed to bring out the details of military
service. This lecture focuses on some of the major sets of
introductory records, strategies, techniques, and drawbacks
of records from the Colonial era through the Vietnam conflict
that can be used to discover facts about our ancestors while
in service.
10:15 am Break
10:30 am Genealogy Defined
Peg Niedholdt Room TBD
Find the right path through the genealogy maze of
information such as identifying records and their locations,
using vital records, charting, researching ethnic American
ancestors, and genealogy databases.
10:30 am The Great War: Researching your World
War I Ancestors
Michael Strauss, AG Room 650
Called the “Great War,” it was fought between 1914-1918. At
the beginning of this global conflict, the United States
officially declared neutrality while citizens back home got
caught up with events on the world stage. Thousands of
Americans crossed the border to fight for Canada, while
uneasy tensions with the war in Mexico became inevitable
for the United States. On April 6, 1917, President Woodrow

Wilson asked Congress to declare war on Germany and to
mobilize the resources of the United States. Many
genealogical sources share these feelings and attitudes
along with the reactions of our national government.
11:30 am-12:30 pm

Lunch is provided for AGS MEMBERS during a
brief business meeting. You must contact
Carol White for lunch options and
registration information.
12:30 pm Genealogy Refined
Peg Niedholdt Room TBD
Plan the natural progression of your personal genealogical
journey, including using genealogical software,
researching female ancestors and foreign-born ancestors,
and where to go when your ancestors are lost.
Peg Niedholdt Room TBD
12:30 pm Researching Your Property’s History
Bill Inge Room TBD
Learn techniques and explore resources to research your
Hampton Roads residential or commercial property.
1:45 pm Break
2:00 pm Scaling the Brick Walls
Troy Valos Room TBD
Learn tips and strategies to overcome brick walls commonly
faced by even the most experienced genealogists.
2:00 pm Colonial Virginia Records
Kelly McMahon Willette Room TBD
Learn what records are available to help track your
ancestors in Virginia from 1607 to the early 1800s.
2:50 pm Break
3:00 pm Preserve Your Personal Archives
Sarah Osorio Room 305
Learn ways to best preserve your family treasures for years
to come. The class will discuss environment, storing,
organizing, reformatting, outsourcing, and donating.
3:00 pm Lineage Societies Panel Discussion
Moderator: Peg Niedholdt Room TBD
Learn the basic process for applying to a lineage society.
Representatives from Daughters of the American Revolution
(DAR), Sons of the American Revolution (SAR), Mayflower
Descendants, and Daughters of the British Empire (DBE)
discuss their journeys.
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3:00 pm Gravestones and Epitaphs of our Ancestors
Michael Strauss, AG Room TBD
Locating the graves of our ancestors can solve mysteries
that might otherwise remain hidden. This lecture focuses on
the evolution and history of the use of gravestones along
with the materials used to construct them. Also covered is
the use of symbols, markings, and carvers as a means to
discover new information about our departed family. Learn
how to preserve and read old tombstones using mirrors,
along with epitaphs and the carved in stone personal
messages that bring us closer to our ancestors.
SCANNING CLASSES
10:30am, 12:30pm Scanning your Family Heritage
(Beginners)
Nikko Knapp-Castillo, Terri Jordan Room 455
Space limited to 12 attendees per class
Sign up during morning registration or in the 6th floor lobby.
Learn to scan and digitize your family photographs.
2:00-4:00pm Scanning your Family Heritage
(Advanced)
Nikko Knapp-Castillo, Terri Jordan Room 455
Space limited to 12 attendees
Sign up during morning registration or in the 6th floor lobby.
Prerequisite: Attendees must have completed Beginners
class.
Learn more advanced scanning techniques for digitizing
family records.
DOOR PRIZES
1-Year World Explorer Membership to
Ancestry.com
Another of above!
1-Year Membership to Fold3.com
1-Year Membership to Newspaper’s.com
DNA Kit from Ancestry.com

Schedule in Brief
8:00 am-8:30 am REGISTRATION
8:30 am VENDOR HALL OPENS
8:45 am OPENING REMARKS
9:00 am CALLED TO SERVE: YOUR ANCESTORS IN
THE

MILITARY

10:15 am BREAK
10:30 am GENEALOGY DEFINED
10:30 am THE GREAT WAR: RESEARCHING YOU
WORLD WAR I ANCESTORS
10:30 am SCANNING YOUR FAMILY HERITAGE
(BEGINNERS )

11:30 am-12:30 pm BUSINESS MEETING WITH
LUNCH PROVIDED FOR AGS REGISTERED
MEMBERS (CONTACT CAROL WHITE
OPTIONS

AND

FOR

LUNCH

REGISTRATION INFO)

12:30 pm GENEALOGY DEFINED
12:30 pm RESEARCHING YOUR PROPERTY’S
HISTORY
12:30 pm SCANNING YOUR FAMILY HERITAGE
(BEGINNERS )

1:45 pm BREAK
2:00 pm SCALING BRICK WALLS
2:00 pm COLONIAL VIRGINIA RECORDS
2:00 pm SCANNING YOUR FAMILY HERITAGE
(ADVANCED)

2:50 pm BREAK
3:00 pm PRESERVING YOUR PERSONNEL ARCHIVES
3:00 pm LINEAGE SOCIETIES (PANEL DISCUSSION )
3:00 pm GRAVESTONES & EPITAPHS OF YOUR
ANCESTORS
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“Why Study Genealogy?” continued from page 1

• Famous Relatives – To find out if you are related

•

•

•
•
•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

to royalty or someone famous; alternatively, to
find out if there are any skeletons in your closet.
Historical Events – To have a better
understanding of your ancestor’s involvement in
a famous historical event (e.g., the Civil War,
WW II).
Trace Medical Conditions –To determine your
risk of getting certain medical disorders that
tend to run in families.
Trace a Family Inheritance –To provide proof of
a family connection for potential heirs.
Trace Land Ownership - To settle questions of
land ownership by providing proof of descent.
Trace a Family Portrait - To see why someone
bears a strong resemblance to somebody in an
old family portrait.
Find Birth Parents – To determine the birth
parents of an adopted child; alternatively, to
find children given up for adoption.
Proof of Paternity – To determine the biological
father of a child.
Religious Belief –To satisfy the tenets of your
religion. The most notable example is the
Mormon Church (Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints).
Community History – To document community
history by understanding the families that
founded and influenced the community.
Historic Studies – To provide insight into history
by the scholarly study of a famous family (e.g., a
royal family, one of the founding fathers).
Lineage Societies –To provide proof of ancestry
to qualify for a lineage or heritage society (e.g.,
DAR, SAR, Mayflower Descendants).
Preserve a Relative's Legacy - To learn more
about a parent, grandparent or other relative
after their death.
Preserve Family Traditions – To expand
knowledge of ancestors who contributed to
family traditions (e.g., a family recipe book).
Preserve Family Culture – To help families that
have emigrated from another country to
preserve traditions of their birth country.
Resolving Family Bibles Records - To clarify
relationships and give life to names recorded in
a family bible.

• Back Up DNA Test Data – To substantiate test

results. DNA tests don’t stand alone; you need a
paper trail to support DNA data.

The Philosophical Side of Genealogy
Genealogy is not a new activity and it is not isolated
to any one culture. It bridges all cultures and all eras.
At its root, genealogy satisfies basic human curiosity.
This can be summed up in three fundamental
questions:
• The Past – Where do I come from?
• The Present – Why am I here?
• The Future – What is going to happen to me?
Interestingly enough, the fundamental questions that
underpin genealogy are also the questions that form
the basis of major world religions. People have a basic
desire to know where they came from and how they
got to where they are today. Thus, in some ways
there is a philosophical connection between
genealogy and religion.
Another way to look at the issue is to take a family
tree and flip it on its head. In other words, invert the
timeline of a family tree and look at it from the
perspective of one of your ancestors. From their point
of view, you represent the future. Such an exercise
produces a reflective truth: you are the end product
of many generations that came before you.
Chances are, some of your ancestors had to overcome
considerable personal hardship during their life. The
knowledge that your ancestors had great inner
strength can be a powerful motivator for someone
trying to understand his or her place in the world.
I know I’m “preaching to the choir” by including this
discussion in a newsletter whose audience consists
largely of long-time genealogy enthusiasts. However, I
had to do some research and reflection to find a
meaningful answer to the question, “Why study
genealogy?” Maybe my thoughts and research will
help you, if you’re confronted with the same
question.
Of course, another perfectly acceptable
response is, “I just enjoy it. I like the
hunt; I like doing research and I like
finding answers!”
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behalf. In this case, you’re asking it to fetch data and
records about your ancestors. Each service has its
own unique algorithms.
by Laura Ostrander

Online Family Search
While
we’re talking about genealogy basics there’s
Services

something else I want to share with you. I’ve used
online search engines for years without giving much
thought about how they work. While doing research
for an upcoming beginning genealogy class, I ran
across a simplified explanation of how search services
use algorithms and databases to gather information
for you. The rest of the world has probably already
grasped this, but it was sort of an “aha” moment for
me.
Ancestry.com and FamilySearch.org are the two
largest online family history services. The main
difference is that FamilySearch.org is free with free
access to records. Ancestry.com is a paid
membership service, but it provides a fair level of
free access to information to get beginning
genealogists going (i.e., to get you hooked so you’ll
subscribe later).

When you type in the name of an ancestor in either
service’s online search form, the different algorithms
go to their respective warehouses. They take a look
around, determine what information best fits what
you’re looking for, and then delivers it to you. It brings
you the records (census records, birth and death
records, marriage records, etc.) that it thinks is best
suited to your search. In other words, the algorithm
tries to determine which records are the most
relevant for what you’re doing. The algorithms tend
to be fairly intuitive, so they seem to be right more
times than not.
Reportedly, Ancestry is best within national search
parameters. Ancestry.com is especially useful for
American records. Ancestry.co.uk is better for British
records. If you do an international search, the
Ancestry results may be somewhat less satisfactory.
FamilySearch seemingly, is more accurate for
international (non-American) record searches.

FamilySearch is a product of the Church of Latter-day
Saints (Mormons). Mormons believe that families are
eternally sealed to each other in heaven, which
means not only nuclear families, but generations in
The power and value of Ancestry.com and
the past and descendants in the future. Mormons
FamilySearch.org aren’t solely based on just the
have long been leaders in family history research. The
volume of records each possesses. The same records Salt Lake City Mormon Library is a mecca for
and archives can pretty much be found on both sites. genealogists. Going there is on my bucket list!
It’s the behind the scenes stuff that seems to make
the difference … algorithms and databases. You can
make out just fine without knowing about this, but if
you are curious, here’s a bit of background. The
websites of both services are driven by databases –
think of these as huge libraries or warehouses that
contain all of the records and data you need when
you do a search on either Ancestry.com or
FamilySearch.org.

MyHeritage.com offers an additional online search
platform. They seem to be advertising everywhere
right now. FindMyPast.com provides yet another
option. This site focuses on British and Irish family
histories. Like Ancestry, both are paid membership
services.

There are thousands of websites dedicated to
genealogy and family history, ranging from small and
specialized to huge and comprehensive. See the chart
So, you ask, what is an algorithm? Think of an
on page 9 for a comparison of the four search sites
algorithm as the offspring of a mathematical equation mentioned in this article. Many public libraries offer
and a written language. This child
free library editions of Ancestry, MyHeritage, and
acts like your own personal courier.
Findmypast, allowing you to access most or all of each
Basically, you’re telling an algorithm
site’s records. However, the library edition doesn’t
to go and fetch something on your
always include everything that a subscription does.
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The four platforms included in the Table 1 comparison
were selected because they are all well designed and
include a variety of resources. Each has its own
strengths and features. Each is a major player in
genealogy and they are considered “the big four.” No
matter which site you pick, there’s plenty to find.
Asia and Africa are not well-covered. FamilySearch is
your best bet for India, Japan, China, and the
Philippines, but it is limited. Ancestry and
FamilySearch are both useful for African American
genealogy, but do not include records for Africa itself.
Both sites include Native American records. All four
sites review your online family tree on a regular basis
and check them for matches in their databases, then
prompt you with new information. That can save a lot
of search time. But don’t just accept the hints
automatically. Always check them against other
known sources.

QUERY
My Name is Lou Ellen Daniels Quinn and I live in
Wanchese. Currently I am working on a project
concerning the Outer Banks Life Savers. I am
compiling a list of life savers, where they served,
when they served and hopefully obtaining
pictures of these men. My scope is from the Wash
Woods LSS to the Portsmouth Island LSS. MY cutoff date of service is 1914 because the life-saving
service became the Coast Guard in Jan of 1915. I
was hoping that you could run this in the
newsletter for me and ask that if anyone has any
information or pictures that they would please
contact me. My number is 252-473-6601 and my
email is quinngirls4@aol.com. Any help would be
greatly appreciated.
Thank you, Lou Ellen

Table 1: Online Genealogy Search Services Comparison
Search Platform
Cost Per Year
(Prices change
frequently – look
for sales.)
Free 2-Week Trial
Geographic Area
Covered
Searchable Family
Trees
Records in
Database*
Provides Hints
Is Database
Searchable?
User Decides if
Tree is
Public/Private
Mobile Apps for
Tablets & Phones
Available in Other
Languages
DNA Testing
Integrated in Site
Unique Features

Ancestry
All U.S. Records $189
U.S. & International $299
U.S., International
& More $389
Yes
U.S., U.K., Mexico, Australia, New
Zealand, Germany, France, Italy,
Sweden
Yes
(claims 8 billion names in 80
million family trees)
8-10 Billion
Yes
Yes
Yes
(Private trees not
searchable.)
Yes
English, Spanish, German,
Italian, French, Swedish
Yes

FamilySearch

MyHeritage
Basic Free (limits on data
storage & people)
Premium $119.40
First-Year Discount $82.50
Yes
Best choice for Scandinavia &
Germany & many U.K. records

FindMyPast
$129
(Occasional user can
purchase 90-day credits.)

Yes
(claims 3 billion names in
35 million family trees)
5 Billion +

No
You can build online tree,
but trees not searchable.
8-10 Billion

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Can share with anyone
you wish.

No. You must give access
for another user to view it.

Yes

Yes

No

English, Spanish, German,
Italian, French, Swedish,
Russian, Portuguese,
Japanese, Chinese, Korean
No

42 Languages

English only

Yes

No

Free
(No strings attached.)
NA
U.S., Mexico, Central & South
America, most of Europe
Has only one tree with
over 1 Billion names.
5 Billion +
Yes
Yes (but has over a
billion records waiting to
be indexed)

Yes
Specializes in U.K. (especially
Britain & Ireland)

Has 200 million or more
20 million photos and
You can upload photos and
uploaded photos & scanned
over a million family
documents but stored
documents that are
stories that are
privately (not searchable)
searchable
searchable
*These numbers are somewhat misleading. If an individual is included on multiple trees, they are counted as a different person each time (e.g.,
if you and another family member include the same grandfather, he will be counted twice … if he is on 100 different trees, he’s counted 100
times.).
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A Little About Hats
by Laura Ostrander

People have covered their
head since time immemorial.
Why, you ask? There are lots
of reasons including
protection, safety, to keep
warm, religious reasons,
ceremonial purposes and, of
― Richard L. Ratliff
course, to make a fashion
statement. But the main question is, how are hats significant
to genealogists?
Seems hats have been
on top of all the
stage’s comings and
goings, helping us
remember heroes and
idols.

Take a look at your family
photo collection and I’ll bet
you find lots of different hat
styles. Historically hats were an
indicator of social status.
Military hats denote
nationality, branch of service
and rank. Police and firemen
commonly wear distinctive
hats and so do participants of
other occupations. Often hats
provide clues for identifying
the subject of photographs.
They may help you determine
the time period of the photo.
They may also provide hints
about jobs, professions and
geography.

Ancient Mesopotamians often wore hats shaped like an
inverted vase.
Other early hats include the Pileus, a simple skull-like cap, the
Phrygian cap, worn by freed slaves in Greece and Rome
(which became iconic in America during the Revolutionary
War and during the French Revolution, as a symbol of the
struggle for liberty) and the Greek petasos, the first known
hat with a brim. Women wore veils, kerchiefs, hoods, caps
and wimples.
St. Clement, the patron saint of felt hatmakers, is said to have
discovered felt when he filled his sandals with flax fibers to
protect his feet, around 800 AD.

During the
Middle Ages,
hats were an
indicator of social
status and used
to single out
certain groups.
The 1215 Fourth
Council of the
This is my favorite hat
Above: Judenhat (on right
Lateran required
photo in my collection,
side); Right: Hennin
even though I can’t
that all Jews
identify this stylish lady
identify
yet. I hope to use details
themselves by wearing the Judenhat ("Jewish hat"), marking
about her apparel as a
them targets for anti-Semitism. The hats were usually yellow
clue to the time period.
and were either pointed or square. Hats for women ranged
from simple scarves to elaborate hennin. Structured hats for
A Brief History of Hats
women similar to those of male courtiers began to be worn in
While there are not many official records of hats before about
the late 16th century. The term 'milliner' comes from the
3,000 BC, they probably were common even earlier. One of
Italian city of Milan, where the best quality hats were made in
the earliest known confirmed hats was worn by a bronze age
the 18th century. Millinery was traditionally a woman's
man whose body (including his hat) was found frozen in a
occupation, with the milliner not only creating hats and
mountain between Austria and Italy, where he'd been since
bonnets but also choosing lace, trimmings and accessories to
around 3,300 BC. He was wearing a bearskin cap with a chin
complete an outfit.
strap, made of several hides stitched together. It resembled a
Vernet's 1796 painting (right) shows
Russian fur hat. One of the first hats seen in art is in a tomb
painting from Egypt, showing a man wearing a tapering straw two Frenchmen greeting each other,
one with what appears to be a top
hat, dated to
hat, perhaps its first recorded
around 3200 BC.
appearance.
Hats were
commonly worn
In the first half of the 19th century, women wore bonnets
in ancient Egypt.
that gradually became larger and were decorated with
Many upper-class ribbons, flowers, feathers, and gauze trims. By the end of the
Egyptians shaved
century, many other styles were introduced,
their head, then
among them hats with wide brims and flat
covered it in a
Left Top: Pyrigian cap; Above:
crowns, the flower pot and the toque. By the
headdress
French Revolution scene; Left
middle of the 1920s, when women began to cut
Bottom: Greek petasos.
intended to help
their hair short, they chose hats that hugged the
them keep cool.
head like a helmet.
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The tradition of wearing hats to horse racing
events began at the Royal Ascot in Britain,
which maintains a strict dress code. All
guests in the Royal Enclosure must wear
hats. This tradition was adopted at other
horse racing events, such as the Kentucky
Derby in the United States.
Extravagant hats were popular in the 1980s. During the early
21st century, flamboyant hats made a comeback, with a new
wave of competitive young milliners designing creations that
include turban caps, trompe-l'oeileffect felt hats and tall headpieces
made of human hair. Some new hat
collections have been described as
"wearable sculpture." Many pop
stars, such as Lady Gaga, have
commissioned hats as publicity
stunts.

Derby Hats
I suppose people are either hat people or they are not. I am
decidedly in the “not” category. I envy the folks who appear
fashionable no matter what they put on their head. There are
few occasions where I can be convinced to don a hat. One
exception is the Kentucky Derby. I’ve never made it to the
race at Churchill Downs, mind you, but I’ve had a few Derby
parties in my home and one of the most popular events is the
hat contest. Some people go all out … and it’s not just the
ladies!

Queen Elizabeth’s Hats
There is virtually no one more associated with hats than
Queen Elizabeth. Throughout her long reign she has proved
herself an ardent fan of the milliner’s art.
Royal protocol says that women must
wear hats for all official occasions. That
rule explains why Queen Elizabeth is
rarely seen without one. She's known
for matching her headwear to her
outfit.

Military Hats
Military uniforms need to be not only efficient, but also
distinguishable and are unique to each service branch. In
order to engage in battle, soldiers are equipped with
protective helmets. When not in battle, beret-type hats are
preferred. Historically, it was not uncommon to have
extravagant hats simply for ceremonial purposes. George

Queen Elizabeth 1962, 2007, 2015.

A look at the Queen’s hat styles over the years is a good way
to get a perspective the history of hats for almost 100 years.
For a slideshow showing a timeline of some of the Queen’s
hats during the past 50-70 years, go to this website:
https://www.vanityfair.com/style/photos/2012/05/diamondjubilee-hats-queen-elizabeth.

Washington is credited for the feathers worn in officers’ hats
as a way of showing rank. Eventually the need for a practical
battle hats brought about the shako which offered protection
but very little comfort. The kepi was then introduced,
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basically derived from the shako but with a flat, lower top.
Both the shako and the kepi were later inspirations for
officers’ service caps A shako is a tall, cylindrical military cap,
usually with a visor, and sometimes tapered at the top. It may
be adorned with some kind of ornamental plate or badge. The
kepi is a cap with a flat circular top and a peak,
Ceremonial Hats
In my collection, another occasion that demands a hat is
graduation. The mortarboard is long associated with
academic ceremonies. The square cap probably gets its name
because of the similarity in appearance to the mortarboard
used by brick masons to hold mortar. It is generally believed
by scholars to have developed from the biretta, a similarlooking hat worn by Roman Catholic clergy. Originally, they
were reserved for university studies, but today they are used
at all levels of schooling.
Top & Bottom Right: Capping ceremony of Jane Miller Brumley, DePaul
Hospital. Top Right: Bertha Barco Gregory, Albemarle Hospital.

The nurse’s cap also had a ceremonial purpose. For many
years the nurse’s cap was used in a ceremony for new
nurses. The capping ceremony was instituted as a way to
present a nurses’ cap to students who have completed school
work prior to beginning hospital training.
While the nurse’s cap is not widely used in the modern era,
the cap still has an important place in the history of
nursing. From the days of Florence Nightingale to the present
day, a nurse’s cap is a symbol of one of the noblest
professions.
Hats of Faith
Different types of hats and head coverings are used in various
religions all around the world. Within each religion there can
be even further variation of hats worn by spiritual leaders and
members of each sect.

The profession of nursing has been around for centuries, but
the development of nursing as a calling truly took off in the
19th Century with the work of Florence
Nightingale. Nightingale saw the need to bring
professionalism to nursing. She was instrumental in
developing training the nurses need as well as the uniform
which helped give them a professional look. Part of the
uniform that met this criteria was the nurse’s cap.
The nurse’s cap was designed after a nun’s habit, as a way to
pay homage to the work of nuns as the earliest nurses. The
original use of the nurse’s cap was to keep a female nurse's
hair neatly in place and present a professional
appearance. Over the course of time the nurse’s cap evolved
into two styles. One is a long nurse’s cap which covers most
of the head and the other is a short nurse’s cap which sits on
top of the head.

Usually hats are worn to protect yourself from the elements,
for fashion or as part of a uniform. This is not necessarily the
case regarding religious head coverings. Hats worn in religion
are used for less practical reasons and instead can be of
ceremonial importance, symbolic purposes or even as a
personal choice taken by individual members as a testament
to their faith.
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Above: Taqiyah worn by Muslim men
Right: Hijab worn by women. Below:
The Kippah worn in Judaism

Within Christianity there are many different denominations,
none of which have traditional headwear that is mandated to
be worn by its members like in the Jewish and Muslim
religions. In Christianity, however, there are symbolic hats
worn by spiritual leaders during mass. One common hat that
you may see a Christian cleric wearing is the biretta (pictured
below), which is a squared cap with three peaks. This hat is
only worn by bishops, priests, deacons and seminarians,
usually while in choir or during outdoor services. Similar to
the zucchetto, the color of the biretta indicates the rank of
the cleric wearing it.

Above: Zucchetto, a Roman Catholic
cleric's skullcap: black for a priest,
purple for a bishop, red for a cardinal,
and white for the Pope. Right:
Turban worn by Sikh.

Hats in Sports
The baseball hat has become more than just a piece of sports
apparel. It is now a fashion item, branding mechanism and
symbol of how sports can cross over in to daily life so
seamlessly that you don't even notice. Every man you know
probably owns at least one baseball hat, and you might even
be wearing one right now. But where did the baseball hat
originate and how long has it been around?
There is some dispute about the first team to wear what we
consider a baseball hat, but according to an article from
Major League Baseball, the pioneers of the baseball hat were
the Brooklyn Excelsior in about 1860. The billed cap was ideal
for shielding a
player 's eyes from
the sun and the
material used was
meant to draw
sweat away from a
player's face and
eyes. This hat with
the brim around the
front became
known as a Brooklyn-style hat. Other teams started wearing
the hats as well and pretty soon all of professional baseball
were wearing the brimmed caps. And they still do.
The Detroit Tigers were the first team to have their logo on
the front of the cap.
I have many examples of baseball hats showing up in other
sports, professions and leisure activities in my photo
collection.

Perhaps the football helmet has undergone more change
than any other item of sports equipment. The new concern
for head trauma has put a great deal of emphasis on safety.
When my father played football in 1924 he wore a leather
helmet. By the time my brother played in the early ‘60s the
helmets were much sturdier and offered more protection.
Today’s helmets are tested by the NFL and scientists for
significant reduction in impact forces. The highest ranked
helmet costs about $950.
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Before the war the usual employment for women was service
as domestics (housemaids, cooks or seamstresses). Choice
opened up in the next two decades and slowly some became
shop workers in the emerging department store trend. The
more technically minded became stenographers or telephone
operators. Women began to seriously participate in sports
and needed clothes to move freely. Fashion adapted to their
needs.

Hats in Fashion
It did not take long for hats to progress from functional to an
art form. In fashion terms, hats are a very noticeable
accessory because the onlooker’s attention is first drawn to a
person’s face. A hat is perhaps the most noticeable fashion
item anyone can wear.
Running parallel to hat making arts were feather workshops
or more correctly workshops called plumassiers where
feathers were dyed and
Some hats can only be
made into arrangements for
worn if you're willing to be
both the worlds of fashion
jaunty, to set them at an
and interiors. Plumes have
angle and to walk beneath
always been a status
them with a spring in your
symbol and sign of
stride as if you're only a
economic stability.
step away from dancing.
Fortunes were paid by rich
They demand a lot of you.
individuals for exotic
― Neil Caiman
feathered hats. Gorgeous
feathered hats could command as much as £100 in the early
Edwardian era. The Edwardians were masters in the art of
excess and the flamboyant hats of the era are a clear example
of this. Native Americans excelled in this art, too.
Etiquette and formality have played their part in hat
wearing. At the turn of the 20th century, both men and
women changed their hats dependent on their activity. For
ladies of social standing it could be several times a day. It
would be disgraceful to venture out of the house without a
hat (and gloves too). Actually, it did not matter if you were
poor or rich, old or a child, a person wore a hat; only beggars
went bareheaded. Even suffragettes did not campaign
without a hat. The hat might be functional in style and form,
but a hat was still worn.
Once the Great War of 1914-1918 began, fashion was
influenced by wartime employment and the need for more
practical utilitarian dress could not help but filter into
mainstream fashion. Uniforms were everywhere as women
did jobs once done by men and every job had a distinct
uniform.

By the time the Second World War started, wearing hats
became less practical as people rushed to air raid shelters and
jobs. They would literally drop everything. Barriers of
etiquette became broken down. Hats were not rationed in
order to boost morale but their wearing decreased. Hats that
were worn were generally practical and often homemade
knitted warm hats, berets and hoods. Fast hats were formed
as women tied headscarves into an instant hat such as a
turban. Designers produced various new styles, but many only
became universally popular after the war ended.
As the years passed hats have slowly lost favor, even for
weddings and church. They have not been worn universally
since the 1920s. Hats were popular again in the 1980s for
weddings and special occasions. Princess Diana was a
trendsetter for hats after her marriage. Later she abandoned
hats for most occasions.
Today hats are either worn for a special dressy occasion, such
as a wedding or conversely as casual attire. Functional hats
are still used by uniformed workers for corporate identity or
protection as well as by many individuals in inclement
weather. Some wear fur hats or simple fleece beanie hats in
very cold weather and use sunhats in very sunny
weather. Those who cannot bear hats, sometimes
unconsciously adopt a hat form built into a garment, like a
hoodie.
It is unlikely that the hat will ever die as an accessory as it
offers far too much potential for drawing attention to the
face. Fashion designers are aware of this and every so often
exploit this fact in the hope that fashion followers will adopt
the hat. In the world of logos, branding and status symbols,
the hat is an easy and usually less costly item to purchase
from a design house and can make them a great deal of
money, if a particular item catches on in the mainstream.
Hat Photos from My Collection
During the 1940s and ’50 the
older ladies in my family did not
wait for formal occasions to wear
a hat. My grandmother was a hat
fan. She wore them to weddings,
funerals, and church - without
exception, but she also donned a
hat for travel, even just to visit
nearby relatives.

Mathews Co., Circa 1950

The men in my family commonly
wore hats, too. For almost his
entire adult life my father wore a
hat whenever he left the house. I
think he was less concerned
about fashion and more about
protection from the sun and cold
weather.

C. Pool (left) Circa 1939

Hats Photos from Hope Slaughter
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In the photo of my uncle (below).
I think perhaps he was making a
fashion statement!

Wedding Shower Circa 1960

The Red Hat Society is a social women’s group for ladies with
varied interests from all walks of life. Women over 50 wear a
red hat and purple clothing; younger women wear pink
clothing.
Left: C. Barco Circa 1940; Center: Dr.
W. T. Griggs; Right: Inez & Willie
Grandy Circa 1933

Other Hats
Some hats
are so
distinctive
they identify a
person or
group.

Clockwise from
above: Evans
(unknown); S. Morse
Circa 1910; L. Barco
& I. Grandy, Circa
1930; L. Barco Circa
1888 H. Pool Circa
1935; M. Etheridge
Circa 1945; N. Barco
Circa 1910.

Some hats are meant
to make a statement!

And I’ll leave it to
Carol to tell you
about this one!
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DNA

◼ On September 12th, MyHeritage

Dick Eastman says “I am not convinced that the ‘new’
Ancestry DNA results are inaccurate. I believe there is a
announced that they support
23andMe v5 and Living DNA uploads. strong possibility that the new results are much more
accurate than the previous findings. In any case, if you
There was previously an issue
had you DNA tested by Ancestry DNA, you might want
accepting Living DNA raw data and
to go back to the web site and check your results for any
and
the
most recent raw data from
the
most
changes.
23andMe, but that has been resolved.
If you've tested at 23andMe within
from Eastmans Online Genealogy Newsletter, 9/19/2018.
about the last 1.5 years, or you've
◼ Ethnicity percentages are just estimates. They are
tested
at Living
younow
can transfer
now
tested
at Living
DNA,DNA,
you can
based on reference populations available to the testing
transfer
raw data tofor
MyHeritage
that raw
datathat
to MyHeritage
FREE!
company. As reference populations grow and improve,
The upload for
siteFREE!
is:
we should expect ethnicity estimates to improve in
https://www.myheritage.com/dna/upload
accuracy.
Butupload
be sure
to upload
BEFORE1,December
1,then,
But be sure to
BEFORE
December
2018! Until
Last week, 23andMe announced that it has "added nine
2018!and
Until
then,
aretoFREE
and you will
uploads are FREE
you
will uploads
get access
all tools.
new ancestral regions to Africa and four more to East
access to all
to MyHeritage:
According toget
MyHeritage:
"Alltools.
DNAAccording
data that was
uploaded
Asia, creating the most detailed view to date for
"AllinDNA
data that
wasDNA
uploaded
to MyHeritage
to MyHeritage
the past,
and all
data that
is uploaded
customers with African or East Asian ancestry.”
in to
theDecember
past, and 1,
all2018,
DNA data
that is uploaded
now and prior
will continue
to enjoy
People on the V5 version of the 23andMe test already
and features
prior to December
1, 2018,
will will be
full access tonow
all DNA
for free. These
uploads
have the update, and people on older versions can
continue
fullfree."
access to all DNA features
grandfathered
in and to
willenjoy
remain
expect an update in the future.
for free. These uploads will be grandfathered in
from DNA Central Newsletter, #8 8/27/2018.
from DNA Central Newsletter, #9 9/27/2018.
and will remain free."

◼ If you haven't logged into your Ancestry DNA account

◼

recently, you might not have noticed that updated
ethnicity estimates are available (since Wednesday,
September 12th). Almost everyone in the Ancestry DNA
database experiences a change in their estimate.
This update represents one of the most significant
refinements of Ancestry DNA's ethnicity estimates. Both
the reference populations and the ethnicity algorithm
underwent significant development. For those viewing
their updated ethnicity estimates for the first time, you'll
see a guide showing you the changes that were made to
your estimate

It is great to jump in. It is great to ask questions to learn.
But you never know how much the person answering
you knows. And they may not even know they are giving
you information that is not completely accurate because
they misunderstood your question. It’s best to be
cautious and seek reliable sources of information.

from DNA Central Newsletter, #8 9/12/2018.

More people are jumping into DNA testing and
genetic genealogy who are not experienced in DNA or
genealogy before taking that first DNA test. Joining a
social media group or a mail list or forum provides
exposure to many programs and tools, terms, and
techniques that make it seem like a fire hose is aimed at
you at full blast.

Deb’s Delvings in Genealogy, 7/21/2018.

◼ After Ancestry rolled out the new update to its

And a footnote:

ethnicity estimate system, some users noticed dramatic
changes in their ethnic profiles – some of which is
inaccurate, customers say. Other users said they were
happy with the results or found that the new results better
matched what they knew of their family history.

Marcia Hawkins and I have been working together on the AGS
Newsletter for three years. We knew we had mutual relatives
(my mother’s brother married her mother’s sister), but
recently we discover we are actually 6th or 7th cousins as a
result of DNA testing!
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In Memoriam
by Jane Miller Brumley

Born and raised in her beloved Princess Anne County,
Emily Murden Capps spent her entire life loving the
people and cherishing her memories there. Sharing the
history of the county was one of the greatest pleasures
of her life.
For many years, the late, Emily Capps researched the
history of lower Princess Anne County. She grew up in
Pleasant Ridge and loved the old houses of the area and
the stories about people who lived in them. She wrote
about many of the things she remembered so that her
children and grandchildren would know about them.
Many of her stories became featured historical articles
in local newspapers. She was a person much sought
after whenever someone needed local history
information and she was my friend. I loved listening to
her stories.
Emily graduated from Creeds High School in 1937, and
then married Myron Capps. She graduated from Leigh
Memorial School of Nursing in 1965, and served the
Virginia Beach Health Department for 20 years. She was
very proud to be a public health LPN. After retiring from
nursing, she spent the next 16 years as a volunteer for
the Virginia Beach Juvenile District Court, where she was
awarded the Liberty Bell of Excellence in 1997.

Flyway Lodge

For a time, until World War II broke out, Emily and
Myron Capps were caretakers of Flyway Lodge, owned
by Ogden Reid of New York. Flyway Lodge is one of the
homes featured on the 2018 Currituck Tour of History
Homes on October 13th sponsored by the Currituck
Chamber of Commerce (see page 19 for more
information). This event at Flyway includes the official
ribbon cutting and a tour of the stables and lodge.

Longtime AGS member, Florence Harrison Till of
Chesapeake passed away in May. She was born on
September 20, 1924 in Old Trap, NC to the late Celus
and Nellie Harrison. She married the late Robert Till in
1949.
Florence was a member of Mt. Pleasant UMC in
Chesapeake and a member of the Family Research
Society in NC. She was a faithful member of AGS and
active in AGS until health issues prevented her from
attending meetings.
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2018 Marks Albemarle Genealogical
Society’s 36th Year
2018 AGS Meeting Dates & Programs
For additional details, see the AGS Website.
Saturday January 13, 2018
Business Meeting & Program
An AGS Antiques Roadshow
Presentation by James Oglesby (Each
member can bring one family heirloom for an
informal appraisal.)
Saturday, April 14, 2018
Business Meeting & Program
Sargeant Memorial Collection at the Slover
Library (Norfolk Public Library) with an emphasis
on the resources they offer for Northeastern NC &
the Outer Banks Region, presentation by
Troy Valos, MA, MSIS
Special Collections Librarian
Sargeant Memorial Collection
Wednesday, July 11, 2018 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Business Meeting & Program
Genealogy Assistance Night
with Genealogist Janeth Murphy, Currituck
and County Library Manager Dorothy Hocutt
Saturday, October 13
9 A.M.-4:00 P.M. Program (see page 4)
Noon: Business Meeting
Genealogy Bootcamp – Conference at Slover
Library in Norfolk

2018 AGS Meeting Dates & Programs
Saturday, January 12, 2019 10:00 a.m.-Noon
Business Meeting & Program
Robert Baxter: The Wash Woods Community
Bob Baxter is writing a definitive book on the
Wash Woods Community. He offers first-hand
information on this abandoned site.
Additional meeting dates are:
April 13, 2019 TBA
July 10, 2019 Genealogy Assistance Night
October 12, 2019 TBA

The Currituck County Public Library Genealogy Club
meets at the Currituck Public Library in Barco
The next meeting date is October 20th at11:00 a.m.
Registration is requested, but not required to
attend. Join this informal group of genealogy
enthusiasts who share research
methods and findings. For further
details, see the AGS website, contact
the Currituck County Public Library
[252-453-8345] or send an email to
Dorothy Hocutt at
dhocutt@earlibrary.org.

North Carolina Genealogical Society
See https://www.ncgenealogy.org/webinars/
for a current list of webinars.
Saturday, October 13
Slover Library Conference, Norfolk
See page 4.

2018 NCGS Fall Conference
Saturday, 27 October 2018
The Fall Conference, to be held at the McKimmon
Conference and Training Center in Raleigh, is a
multi-track conference with a special focus on
DNA. The keynote speaker for the day will be
Michael Lacopo, DVM. Michael is an entertaining
and engaging speaker who has in-depth knowledge
of the use of DNA to solve genealogical problems.
Check the NCGS website for more information.
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The 2018 Elizabeth City Ghost Walk takes place
October 12-13.

Time: 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. Complimentary
trolley transportation is available to ticket
holders from 5:30 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. both
nights

The Currituck Chamber of Commerce along with the
Currituck Historical Society presents Currituck Tour of
Historic Homes on Friday, October 12-13, 2018, 10:00
AM –3:00 PM.

Using Cornstarch to Help Read Headstones
If you've been to a cemetery only to
find that the stone is no longer
readable, you may find that
cornstarch can help you read
and/or photograph the stones. Take
a hand full of cornstarch and apply
it to the surface of the stone where
there is writing or designs. Use a
squeegee to remove all of the
excess cornstarch, leaving
cornstarch only in the recesses.
When you are finished with the
cornstarch, brush it off with a softbristled paintbrush, and rinse with
water. Cornstarch is 100% natural
and not harmful to stones.

Please note that Corolla will have homes and buildings
open on Friday. The Mainland and Knotts Island will be
open Saturday.
During the Tour, you can walk through a sampling of
interesting homes, public buildings and hunt
lodges. This is a wonderful opportunity because most
of these private homes may never be open to the
public again.
You may purchase tickets from The Currituck
Chamber for $20.00 for the two-day event.

There is a limited amount of tickets, so we strongly encourage
purchasing them at the Chamber office or on-line. If purchased online we will mail tickets.
For more information:
http://currituckchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/historictour-of-homes-350-year-celebration-5319
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Contact Us

Albemarle Genealogical Society
P. O. Box 2931, Elizabeth City, North Carolina, 27906-2931
Carol White

AGS President

agsnc.cwhite@gmail.com

Dorothy Hocutt

AGS Vice President,
Research
Assistance-Currituck

252-453-8345

Naomi Rhodes

252-441-4331

Newell Cannon

AGS Programs and
Marketing
Research
Assistance-Dare;
AGS Treasurer

Laura Ostrander

AGS Secretary

Laura Ostrander, Editor
Marcia Hawkins

AGS Newsletter
Committee

dhocutt@earlibrary.org

nrhodes@earlibrary.org

agsnc.treasurer@gmail.com
agsncnewsletter@gmail.com
1469 Thistlewood Lane
Chesapeake, VA 23320

agsncnewsletter@gmail.com

Mission Statement
The Albemarle Genealogical Society was founded in January 1982 to aid individuals
in their genealogical research and in the compilation of their family histories. The
society, serving Currituck and Dare Counties, attempts to create an interest in
genealogy, to gather and preserve genealogical and historical data, and to provide
genealogical resource information to any interested individuals.

Cut & Mail … Share with Friends

I want to _____Join _____Rejoin the Albemarle Genealogical Society.
Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________ Email: ______________________________________________
Surname(s) Researching: _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Send membership form, along with a check for $20 made payable to AGS. Mail to: AGS, P.O. Box
2931, Elizabeth City, NC 27906-2931
By joining AGS, you are consenting to the use of your photograph, likeness, or image in the AGS Newsletter and other AGS publications when
attending AGS meetings and other functions. If you do not want your image used, please tell the photographer.

