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Winter

Happy 35th
Anniversary
Albemarle Genealogical Society
1982 - 2017
by Naomi Rhodes

The Albemarle Genealogical Society (AGS) was organized in
1981 by Jean Spencer, Jo Anna Heath Bates and a few local
people interested in genealogy. Bylaws were adopted in
1982 and the Society was officially formed.
Because Currituck County once contained a large portion of
the original Albemarle Precinct (or county) and took in some
of the area of what is now Hyde and Tyrrell counties, as well
as what we know today as Dare County, the name,
Albemarle Genealogical Society, was selected.
Meetings then and now are held at the Currituck County
Public Library in Barco and include speakers on the subject of
family ancestry and local history.
The AGS President mentions in the first newsletter that 60
members joined during the charter year. They mostly lived in
Currituck, Camden, Dare, and Pasquotank Counties, but
See AGS Memories, page 6

You can find tidbits of AGS History
throughout this issue.
Look for the HOT PINK Boxes!

Commentary
Happy New Year and Happy 35th Anniversary AGS Members,
Albemarle Genealogical Society is celebrating its 35th year with special events
including very informative genealogy presentations during our quarterly meetings plus
a bonus presentation in December 2017. Refer to the full schedule in this Newsletter
and on our website www.agsnc.org.
AGS programs are aimed at helping you improve your genealogy research skills.
Whether you are interested in Genetic Genealogy, researching North Carolina roots,
conducting Military and Civil War research, or trying to break down that brick wall you
will acquire useful information this year. If you are an AGS member in good standing
and cannot attend a presentation, but would like a handout, please contact me.
Dorothy Hocutt and I look forward to tapping into genealogist Margo Fariss Brewer’s
expertise during 2017. If we get stuck trying to help you, we can consult with your
Genealogist on Retainer to help you develop a research plan. AGS members
approved retaining Brewer during 2017. She spoke during the November 12, 2016,
Joint Membership Drive of the Albemarle Genealogical Society, the Currituck County
Historical Society and the Virginia Dare Chapter of the DAR.
Starting January 1, 2017, AGS membership dues increase to $20 per year (up from
$10). January is renewal time. Payments received by March 1st guarantee your
membership throughout 2017.
We asked members to step up by volunteering for a leadership role in AGS and they
did. Jeanne Murray officially ended her term as President in December and Carol
White stepped into that position. Newell Cannon, our former Secretary is your new
Treasurer and Laura Ostrander is Secretary but also continuing as Newsletter Editor.
Lois Meekins replaces Bill Harris as the alternate signer for checks.
I remain on the Program Committee but end my term as Vice President, a position
that is currently open. The new Vice President, can shadow me during 2017 to learn
about scheduling and promoting programs for 2018. If you are interested in this
position, know someone who would be a good candidate, or want to be on a search
committee to find possible candidates, please contact any AGS board member. It is
vital that all positions remain staffed to ensure the future of AGS.
Look for updates to the Surname List on the Members’ Only section of the AGS
website. The logon for the Members’ Only section changes each March and all
current members are provided the new logon then. If you want to make changes in
your Surname List or need help logging on, contact me.
AGS board officers look forward to hearing from you about any AGS matter and we
all look forward to seeing you at our next meeting. Bring a friend. Share your ideas.
Help shape the future of AGS as AGS helps you to grow your family tree.
Naomi Rhodes, Vice President

Business Meeting & Program
Saturday, January 14, 2017 10:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Currituck Library – Barco, NC
Program

Tarheels in Your Family Tree and
Who’s Your (Great Grand) Daddy?

Diane L. Richard, Professional Genealogist
See page 4 for additional information. Also … check upcoming events
(page 18) and see all the presentations Diane Richard is making for
NCGS in the next couple of months.

AGS Website www.agsnc.org
Each AGS member should have received a
username and password that gives access to
the members-only section. If you need help,
contact Naomi Rhodes.

THERE’S GOING TO BE A PARTY,
AND YOU’RE INVITED!
SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 2017
AGS 35TH ANNIVERSARY
 SERVICE RECOGNITION
 MEMBERSHIP CELEBRATION
… PAST, PRESENT, & FUTURE
 REFRESHMENTS
 MORE INFORMATION COMING SOON …

PLEASE MARK APRIL 8 ON YOUR CALENDAR
AND MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND!
Publication Date for the Next AGS Newsletter is
March 24, 2017

Agenda
I.

Secretary’s Report and Approval of
November 12 & November 19 AGS Meeting
Minutes
II. Treasurer’s Report and Approval
Includes 501(c)3 nonprofit application status,
finances, sales, membership to date.
III. Genealogist on Retainer in 2017
Margo Fariss Brewer to assist with AGS
member genealogy inquiries (see page 6)
IV. Joint Meeting and Membership Drive with
Virginia Dare Chapter DAR and Currituck
Historical Society on November 12, 2016 (see
page 5)
V. New Officers
VI. Other Business
VII. Program
VIII. Next Meeting April 8, 2017

2017 Program Schedule
Saturday, January 14
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 p.m.-1:00 p.m. North Carolina Genealogy
Research & Overview of DNA for Genealogy by
Diane L. Richard, PG
Saturday, April 8
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 a.m.-11:30 p.m. Legendary Locals of the
Northern Outer Banks by R. Wayne Gray &
Nancy Beach Gray
11:30 a.m. - 35th Anniversary Celebration
Wednesday, July 12
7:00-7:15 p.m. Business
7:15-9:00 p.m. Genealogy Assistance Night
Saturday, October 14
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Basic Military Research &
Researching Your Civil War Ancestors by Craig
R. Scott, CG
Saturday December 9
10:30-11:30 a.m. Hammering at the Brick Wall:
Strategies to Overcome Your Genealogical
Research Obstacles by Janeth L. Murphy G

All Albemarle Genealogical Society meetings are
free and open to the public. Please join us if you
share an interest in genealogy. Meetings are held
at the Currituck County Library, Barco, NC, unless
otherwise announced.
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AGS 35th Year Kick-Off Meeting
January 14, 2017
The Albemarle Genealogical Society has a full year of
special events planned for our 35th Anniversary year
including well-known professional genealogists
speaking on a variety of topics. The first program for
2017 features Diane L. Richard, one of NCGS’s most
popular presenters.
Richard has been doing genealogy research since
1987 and since 2004 focused professionally on the
records of North Carolina, neighboring locales and
migration paths to the Mississippi River. She has
researched NC roots for the popular TV show “Who Do
You Think You Are” appearing in the Bill Cranston
episode.
Diane Richard is offering two presentations for AGS on
January 14. The first, “Tarheels in Your
Family Tree” offers an overview of where
to find North Carolina genealogy
records. She discusses 14 things you
want to know about researching
ancestry in NC. She touches on
idiosyncrasies in our history and the
influence of geography as well as where
to find documentation.
Understanding context is critical to
knowing what records might have been
created, might survive, and where/how
these records might be stored, when
one researches North Carolinians.
Elements of NC history, record keeping,
and other factors, influence how you research your
North Carolina lineage. Certain bits of history influence
the records kept and the behavior of the
population. Historical elements also influence where
you need to look for the records you seek. Learn more
about what makes North Carolina a unique and
interesting state for doing research.
In the second program Richard concentrates on
“Who’s Your (Great Grand) Daddy.” DNA testing is
something to be considered if you have not been able
to find clues directly & specifically from your
ancestors’ “paper trail.” Beware, sometimes we learn
answers to questions we weren’t asking or identify
unexpected relationships. Do not do DNA testing if you
truly do not want to know the “genetic” truth. We’ll
explore the various types of DNA tests available to

genealogists and consider the major providers of
these tests and ways genetic genealogy may
advance your research.
A question and answer session follows each
presentation with a short break between lectures. We
shared the results of the AGS DNA survey (see Fall AGS
Newsletter) with the speaker and gave her the
questions you generated.
Diane Richard has been giving talks nationally on
genealogical topics since 2006 and is a member of
several North Carolina and national genealogical
organizations. She is a listed researcher at the North
Carolina State Archives, UNC-Chapel Hill and Duke
University with access to the Library of Virginia and all
Washington, D.C. repositories.

Diane L. Richard is the Principal of
Mosaic Research and Project
Management (MosaicRPM) in Raleigh
(www.mosaicrpm.com). She has M.E.
and M.B.A. degrees from Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute (RPI).

Diane Richard is a member
of the national and local chapters of the Association
of Professional Genealogists (APG), the National
Genealogical Society (NGS), the North Carolina
Genealogical Society (NCGS) and the Wake County
Genealogical Society (WCGS).
Since 2006 Richard has authored over 200 articles on
genealogy topics for such publications as Internet
Genealogy, Your Genealogy Today (was Family
Chronicle), NCGS Journal, and local WCGS
publications (newsletters and journal). Since 2010 she
has been the editor of Upfront with NGS, the blog of
the National Genealogical Society and published over
1000 posts. She is currently editor of the journals for
NCGS and WCGS.
She is also a member of the Genealogical Speakers
Guild (GSG) and as a speaker she has done webinars
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As you can see, Diane Richard is a very busy lady and
AGS members are indeed fortunate to have her as a
speaker. Please help AGS make a good impression by
coming to the January 14 meeting and program.

Partners

for NCGS on Freedmen's Bureau Records and pre-1913
Vital Records, is a past teacher of two 6-week
Beginning Genealogy Research sessions for OLLI (NC
State Continuing Education), presented at the 2012
Federation of Genealogists Conference (FGS) and the
recent 2016 NGS Conference (speaking on
Freedmen’s Bureau Records and “Poor” Records),
speaks frequently across NC on many topics, and has
given presentations to out-of-state audiences from
Augusta GA to Fairfax VA about the availability and
richness of records documenting North Carolinians.
2017 sees her giving several programs to live and
virtual audiences in NC, New England, Southern
California, VA, and Illinois.

Joint Membership Meeting
The Albemarle Genealogical Society, the Currituck
Historical Society, and the Dare County Chapter of
DAR held a joint meeting in Southern Shores in
November. Representatives of each organization
described their mission and highlighted some
upcoming activities.
While each group is distinct, there are some
commonalities, see Table1.
The featured speaker at this meeting was Margo Fariss
Brewer. Her presentation, “Finding Your Revolutionary
War Ancestors: The Steps You Need To Take” included
a Power Point presentation and handouts. This topic

Table 1: Comparing AGS, CCHS, & DAR
Organization

AGS

CCHS

Virginia Dare Chapter, DAR

Speaker
Purpose

Naomi Rhodes
 Aids individuals in
genealogical research &
compilation of family histories.
 Attempts to create an interest
in genealogy, to gather and
preserve genealogical and
historical data and to provide
genealogical resources and
information to interested
individuals

Barbara Snowden
Created in 1953 to begin the
collection and preservation of all
historical and genealogical data
and materials concerning
Currituck Co.

Serves

Primarily Currituck Co. & Dare
Co.

Currituck Co.

Evelyn Webb
 Lineage society. (see page xx
for more information)
Activities include:
 Restoring & maintaining
historic sites
 Preserving historical records
and artifacts
 Locating/preserving/marking
Revolutionary War Patriot
grave sites
 Supporting schools
 Assisting veterans
 Supporting active duty troops
 Promoting the Constitution
 Naturalization ceremonies
 Primarily Dare Co.
 Local chapter of national
organization

History

1953

Members

1982 - Celebrates 35 Years in
2017
Anyone interested in genealogy

Meetings

Quarterly at Barco Library

Second Monday – September,
December, February at Barco
Library and Dinner Meeting in
Spring
CCHS is on Facebook

More Information

www.AGSNC.org

Anyone interested in Currituck
history & preservation

Any woman 18 or over who can
document lineage to an ancestor 4
who aided the cause of
American Independence

www.DAR.org/membership
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was selected because of its relevance to the mission
of the three host organizations.
Brewer’s lecture was thorough and informative and
the handout detailed. AGS members who missed the
meeting can obtain copies of the handout from
Naomi Rhodes.

This is a wonderful opportunity to help further your
genealogical research. Our Genealogist on Retainer
may be just the break you’ve needed to get past
some stubborn research obstacles. She is available to
AGS throughout 2017.
AGS Memories Continued from page 1
there were many from the Hampton Roads, Virginia,
area and even some from Washington, D.C.,
Tennessee, and Oklahoma.
To supplement membership fees, AGS published
several genealogical books over the years that are still
for sale including:

Margot Farris
Brewer was the
featured speaker
at the Partnership
Meeting on
November 12

Genealogist on Retainer
Margot Fariss Brewer is the consulting genealogist for
the Albemarle Genealogical Society beginning
January 2017. Offering this service for our members is a
special benefit for our 35th Year Anniversary
Celebration.
She is available to assist AGS members break through
brick walls. Here’s how the Genealogist on Retainer
program works.
1. AGS members in good standing with research
problems must work with the local research
librarians:
a. Dorothy Hocutt at the Barco Library
b. Naomi Rhodes at the Dare County
Library
2. If they are unable to provide the assistance
you need, Naomi Rhodes can call on the
expertise of Margot Brewer.
3. Brewer will offer guidance to help you develop
a research plan.
4. Members may not contact Brewer directly.
Margo Brewer is an active lecturer, consultant,
instructor and co-leader of genealogy trips to the
Family History Library in Salt Lake City. She finds that
these activities strengthen her research and teaching
skills. Her specialties include methodology, writing
your family history narrative with historical context
and making it readable, using DNA in genealogy,
historical occupations, and military and land records.

 The Heritage of Currituck County, North
Carolina: 1670-1985 edited by Jo Anna Heath
Bates, c1985 (joint venture with Currituck
Historical Society)
 The Histories of Currituck County, North Carolina
edited by Jeanne Meekins Murray c2005
 Currituck Marriage Records Book c1983
 Currituck County, North Carolina Cemetery
Records c1995
Donated genealogy materials are added to and
maintained by the Currituck Public Library in Barco for
all to use. Over the years AGS helped to fund the
digitization of files and purchased archival storage
and scanning and imaging equipment. The
genealogy collection files are now completely
digitized and available to those researching Currituck
ancestors.
Currituck County Public Library is one of the few
libraries to have their entire genealogy collection
digitized and indexed thanks to the hard work of the
library staff and partial funding from AGS.
Continuing as a philanthropic society to aid in
preserving genealogical and historical information,
AGS donated funds to The Old Jarvisburg Colored
School Restoration Project. Established in 1868, the
school is now restored and located on U.S. Highway
158.
AGS also contributed funds toward the organization
and indexing of the Gregory Williams Outer Banks
Genealogy Collection, housed in the Manteo location
of the Dare County Library. Portions of this Outer Banks
genealogical collection are now available online via
the Dare County Digital Heritage Collection
(www.daredigitalheritage.org).
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Finding Online Currituck County
Government Records

Message from the President
“If you cannot get rid of the family skeleton, you
may as well make it dance!”
George Bernard Shaw

Welcome to 2017 … Albemarle Genealogical
Society’s 35th year. Let’s celebrate!

Natalie Roberts Twiddy’s November presentation
focused on accessing genealogy information
available from the Currituck Register of Deeds Office.
Twiddy said using the online resources is exactly the
same as if you are in the office.
You can view Currituck records by following these
steps:
1. Go to Currituckgovernment.com
2. Under Quick Links, click Online Deed Searches
3. Type in Last Name & First Name, then click
Search tab. A list for the name you are
searching comes up.
4. If you have a book and page, click the View
Images tab and enter the book and page in
the specified fields. The book and page comes
up.
5. If you are searching for a plat, click the View
Images tab, change the Book Type from Deed
to Plat. Enter the Plat Cabinet and Page, then
click the Go Tab. Your plat pulls up.
6. To search the old indexes, click Old Index Book
tab. Beginning in the top left, Select Party. Type
date and range, enter last name and click
Search. Once the image appears, select from
the index the page and enter in Page Number;
click Go. The index page exhibits the book and
page entries. To view, enter the Book and Page,
then click Go.
You can view any document and print from your
home computer.
This program was rescheduled from October
because of Hurricane Matthew.

AGS has evolved throughout its history. This year
promises to be one with a few challenges and
many opportunities. We can all look forward to
hearing dynamic speakers, using the updated
website and reading a great newsletter!
As your new president, I am
excited to be a part of AGS. I
may be one of the newer
members but I have a history
and great memories of
Currituck County. I spent my
early childhood and school
years at Griggs while living in Grandy. After
moving to Tidewater, I maintained a close
relationship with NC through warm family
relationships. I was excited to see articles,
pictures and stories about my relatives in the
AGS publications.
My cousins and I are actively exploring our
ancestry and attempting to fill in missing pieces.
I realize there are many questions that should
have been asked of loved ones who have long
since passed. I hope the resources available
through AGS along with material in our libraries
and information shared among members helps
everyone move forward in growing their family
trees.
I want to take this opportunity to thank
everyone who has given time and dedication to
AGS over the last 35 years for their hard work
and commitment. I join you in celebrating this
significant milestone.
Please help me make 2017 an energetic and
exciting year that helps everyone find success
in their ancestral journey.
Carol Etheridge White
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The SAR
Joining the Daughters or Sons
of the American Revolution (DAR/SAR) During 1876, there were many events

by Marcia Hawkins

The DAR
A lineage-based service organization, the
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR)
was founded as a result of frustration at being
excluded from various
men’s organizations by
four women, Mary S.
Lockwood, Mary
Desha, Eugenia
Washington and Ellen
1
Walworth. Established 125 years ago, on
October 11, 1890, the DAR was formed to
perpetuate the memory of revolutionary war
era patriots. Three objectives established many
years ago, continue to provide the framework
for today:
 Historical - to perpetuate the memory and
spirit of the men and women who achieved
American Independence;
 Educational - to carry out the injunction of
George Washington in his farewell address
to the American people, "to promote, as an
object of primary importance, institutions for
the general diffusion of knowledge, thus
developing an enlightened public
opinion…"; and
 Patriotic - to cherish, maintain, and extend
the institutions of American freedom, to
foster true patriotism and love of country,
and to aid in securing for mankind all the
blessings of liberty.2

1
2

www.dar.org
www.dar.org

commemorating the 100th anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of Independence.
Separate groups of men in San Francisco and
New York formed the Sons of Revolutionary
Sires and the Sons of the Revolution which
became the seeds for the National Society of
Sons of the American Revolution, organized
April 30, 1889, also a lineage based
organization. The SAR is a patriotic, historical
and educational 501(c)3 non-profit corporation
that seeks to:




Maintain and extend the institutions of
American freedom;
Maintain an appreciation for true
patriotism; and
Maintain a respect for our national
symbols, the value of American
citizenship, and the unifying force of e
pluribus Unum.3

The SAR is dedicated to perpetuating
American ideals and traditions, and to
protecting the Constitution. The SAR has
worked to help establish Constitution Day, Flag
Day and Bill of Rights Day.

Joining the DAR/SAR involves documenting
direct lineage from an ancestor who aided in
achieving American independence. Both
organizations define participation in achieving
independence as
including:
 Signatories of
the United States
Declaration of
Independence;

3

www.sar.org
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 Military veterans of
the American
revolutionary war,
including state and
local navies and
militias, privateers and
French or Spanish
sailors or soldiers who
fought in the American theater of war;
Civil servants of provisional or state
governments, Continental Congress and
state assemblies;
Signers of the Oath of Allegiance or Oath
of Fidelity and Support;
Participants in the Boston
Tea Party;
Prisoner of war, refugees,
and defenders of frontiers
and fortresses, doctors
and nurses who aided
Revolutionary War
casualties, ministers, and petitioners;
And any others who gave material or
patriotic support to the Revolutionary
cause.4

various library resources and other, sometimes
obscure, sources.
One way to join either organization is to prove
your lineage to an existing, accepted DAR/SAR
Patriot. To do this you need to provide lineage
documentation that ties you to the lineage of
that Patriot. A chapter Registrar can help you
search their data bases to locate a potential
ancestor who is already accepted and then
research their lineage for ties to yours. Once
you are accepted as a member of either
organization you can add any of your other
ancestors to their data base by providing proof
of lineage and the ancestor’s eligibility for
enrollment as a Patriot. Some members of the
DAR/SAR have many ancestors as accepted
Patriots.

To become a member of the DAR/SAR you
must be a 18 years of age or older
female/male who can document your lineage
(those younger can consider joining the
Children of the American Revolution.) Each

chapter of the DAR/SAR has a designated
Registrar or membership coordinator who can
provide the necessary forms together with
Documentation of lineage includes providing
guidance in gathering the information and
copies of birth, marriage and death records.
who review the documents prior to application.
Since the early 1900’s this should not prove too
Once the documentation has been submitted
difficult but becomes more challenging as you
and approved the individual is then able to
move back in time. Since many courthouses
apply for membership. In the DAR, each
(including Currituck Co.) have suffered
individual chapter then accepts and approves
significant loss of paper documents due to fire
the request for membership. There are initial
and improper storage, researchers have
application fees of about $100 which can
become increasingly creative in their search for
include the Chapter’s first year dues. Each
records. Some forms of acceptable
chapter sets its own annual dues which
documentation include birth, marriage and
typically falls in the $65 to $100 range (and
death certificates, wills, family bible inscriptions,
includes dues to the National DAR/SAR).
tax and census records, pension requests
Chapter membership is transferable from one
following military service, military draft and
locality to another.
enlistment documents, deeds, guardianship
Both DAR and SAR accept documentation that
accounts, cemetery headstones and records,
has been approved by the other. For example,
church membership rolls, etc. Many DAR/SAR
if you have been accepted for membership in
chapters have skilled volunteer researchers
the DAR based on your lineage to your
available to assist anyone seeking to establish
their lineage using state and national archives, Currituck County, North Carolina 1778 militia
ancestor, your brother can apply to the SAR by
4

Preserving historical properties and artifacts and promoting
patriotism within their communities, “Become a Member.”
Daughters of the American Revolution.
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submitting documentation of your sibling
going to either organization’s web site,
relationship (i.e., by providing both of your birth www.dar.org or www.sar.org.
certificates showing a common parent with the
ancestral lineage) and a copy of your DAR
approved documented lineage. His
application to the SAR should then be
accepted for submission to a local chapter.
Both organizations are active in the
community, often participating in citizenship
ceremonies, Flag Day observations,
elementary and high school programs,
scholarships, and historical commemorations to
name a few. Many chapters are involved with
local veteran facilities and nursing homes and
support various efforts to help our service
members oversees. Each organization also
has scholarship programs available to the
children of their members. You can search for
chapter locations or any other information by

LOCAL DAR CHAPTERS
 Betsy Dowdy Chapter, Elizabeth City NC
www.ncdar.org/BetsyDowdy_files/index/html/
 Virginia Dare Chapter, Kill Devil Hills, NC
www.ncdar.org/VirginiaDare_files/index/html/
 Edenton Tea Party Chapter, Edenton, NC
www.edentonteapartychapter.com
 Great Bridge Chapter, Norfolk, VA
www.greatbridge.vadar.org
 Fort Nelson Chapter, Portsmouth, VA
www.fortnelson.vadar.org
 Constantia Chapter, Suffolk, VA
www.constantia.vadar.org
 Adam Thoroughgood Chapter
www.adamthoroughgood.vadar.org
 Princess Anne County Chapter
www.princessanne.vadar.org
 Lynnhaven Parish Chapter
www.lynnhavenparish.vadar.org

SAR LOCATION/MEMBER
INFORMATION
 North Carolina, Outer Banks, Larry
Ashton, Kitty Hawk, NC
lashton226@aol.com
(252) 715-3135
 Virginia, Norfolk, Kurt Lawson,
Norfolk, VA natochief@aol.com
Query
In the 1930s and 1940s, Reverend P. A. Wells
and his family helped pioneer Pentecostal
churches on Hatteras and Ocracoke Islands.
One Sunday nine-year old Beatrice rose to her
father’s pulpit to preach. Before long, thousands
heard her speak across North Carolina, the
United States, and Canada.
Researcher (and grandson) Jon Kohn is seeking
information, stories, or materials related to:
 Beatrice Wills
 Rev. P. A. (Percy Allen) Wells
 OBX Pentecostal Church History
If you have information, please contact

Other chapter locations and information can be
found at the Chapter Locator page on the DAR
website (www.dar.org).

Jonathan.s.kohl@gmail.com
610-390-3053
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Genealogy is A Family Affair

Jane Miller Brumley &
Jessica Pool English

We all know that genealogy is about families. In AGS,
genealogy is not just about family history, it’s also
bringing family members together to learn more about
their ancestral lineage.
Here are some of the familial relationships we’ve
uncovered among our members over the years.
AGS Members

Relationship

Susie Gregory Spruill
& Sandra Spruill Hill

Mother/
Daughter

Most Recent
Common
Ancestors
Winfred St. Clair
Gregory & Bertha
Mae Barco
Poplar Branch)
[Susie’s Parents,
Sandra’s
Grandparents]]

Susie Gregory Spruill,
Carol Etheridge White,
Laura Pool Ostrander

First Cousins

Sheila Kirk Grandy &
Susie, Laura, Carol

Cousins-inLaw
[Married to Carol,
Laura & Susie’s
First Cousin]

Jessica Pool English &
Susie, Carol
Sandra Spruill Hill &
Laura, Carol
Sheila & Jessica,
Sandra
Marcia Erickson
Hawkins & Jeanette
Merrill Vitasek

William Clyde
Barco & Laura
Mae Evans
(Grandy)
[Carol, Susie and
Laura’s Grandparents
- Sandra & Jessica’s
Great-grandparents]

Second
Cousins
Second
Cousins
Third Cousins
First Cousins

Ellie Wilson
Saunders and
Bessie Mae
Owens

Laura Pool Ostrander
& Jessica Pool English

Grandmother/
Granddaughter

Charles Proctor
Pool & Karen
Brumley Pool

[Related by
Marriage]

Carova Beach
[Jane’s Daughter
Married Jessica’s
Father]

Aunt/Niece

Charlie Gaskins
Pool (Pasquotank
Co.) & Helen
Elizabeth Barco
(Grandy)
[Laura’s Parents/
Jessica’s
Grandparents]

Donna Pool Turner &
Laura Pool Ostrander

Fourth
Cousins

Dr. William
Gaskins Pool &
Mary Lavenia
Pool
(Pasquotank Co.)
[Laura’s Great/Donna & Jessica’s 2X
Great-Grandparents,

Donna & Jessica
Joan Baxter &
Stephen Baxter

Fifth Cousins
Sister/Brother

And there’s a bonus in the Meekins family … Jason Forbes,
the AGS webmaster is Cathy Meekins Forbes’ son. That
means he is also Lois’ grandson and Jeanne and Iris’
nephew.
Undoubtedly, we missed some kinfolk. If you know of
others with more than one family member who has
been associated with AGS during our 35-year history,
please drop us a note.

(Poplar Branch)
[Grandparents]

Lois Johnson Meekins
& Iris Doreen Meekins,
Jeanne Meekins
Murray, Cathy
Meekins Forbes

Mother &
Three
Daughters

Angeline Morisette
Hayman (1909-2003),
Joan Hayman Dunton
(1934-2009) & June
Dunton Klag

Three
Generations

Dorothy Cason Hocutt
& Cindy Cason Scott

Sisters

Joseph Johnson
(Camden Co.) &

Susan Virginia
Brice (Powells Point)
[Parents/Grandparents]

Henry Eugene
and Lydia Ann
Ballance
(Coinjock)
[Parents,
Grandparents, GreatGrandparents]

Lundy Louis
Cason, Jr. (Knotts
Island) & Dorothy
Mae Morgan

Carolina Advance, October 4, 1996

(Wisconsin)
[Parents]
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Obituaries, Epitaphs & Eulogies
Part 2
Of a series regarding
words written by,
for, and about the
departed …

By Laura Pool Ostrander

Some epitaphs are pretty funny and some are
ironic. Most epitaphs don’t rhyme, but some do.
Some are quite short, others are rather long.
These inscriptions seem worth passing on:

I have so many memories,
memories I must keep.
Forever they'll be with me,
even while I sleep.

We found more epitaphs that are too interesting
not to share. This is my favorite:

5 Bratty Kids
Done Her In

This northeast Iowa mom’s cookie recipe is immortalized on her tombstone.

One account reports that the lady in question
refused to share her famous Christmas cookie
recipe, saying “… over my dead body” when
asked. Apparently, her family had a sense of
humor! Another report declares simply that family
members wanted a special way to remember her
after she died, so they chose a way that seemed
most fitting … with a family recipe for sugar cookies.

Loving Wife, Mother
Beloved "Mums"
Love, Family, Strength
I'm Swedish, Pass the
Lutefisk

Here lies Bill Burch
who never missed a day of church.
He loved his family - friends and fun
and on his ankle was always a gun.
(Burch was a police officer.)

Here’s the recipe:

Mom’s Christmas Cookie Recipe
Cream:

1 cup sugar
1/2 cup oleo
Add:
2 beaten eggs
1 tsp vanilla
Add
3 cups flour
3 tsp baking powder
1 tsp salt
Add alternately with 1 cup cream.
Chill and roll out with flour.
Bake 350 degrees oven, and frost.

Rodney Dangerfield:
There goes the
neighborhood
TO BE CONTINUED: See Part 3: Obituaries, Epitaphs, and Eulogies in
the Spring issue of the AGS Newsletter.
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Using Find A Grave
www.findagrave.com
by Cynthia Cason Scott

Find A Grave's mission is to find, record and present
final disposition information from around the world
as a virtual cemetery experience. It is a free
resource for finding the burial place of family,
friends, and other individuals and is an especially
useful tool for genealogists. Here’s a sample of some
of the information you may be able to obtain from the
Find A Grave website:
 Location of the final remains of some 157 million
persons
 Photos of tombstones all over the world
 Biographical information about the deceased
 Information about the death of “famous”

people
 Yearly necrologies (listings of famous people
who died during a specific time period)
The site was created in 1995 by Salt Lake City
resident Jim Tipton to cater to his hobby of visiting
the burial sites of celebrities. It was launched as a
commercial entity in 1998 and is now owned and
supported by Ancestry. When you upload content
to Find A Grave, you grant Find A Grave the right to
reuse that content on other sites including
ancestry.com. Ancestry users may include
information found on Find A Grave in their trees and
Ancestry may show information and images from
Find A Grave as part of your search or on other
areas of the site.
If you want to use Find A Grave, follow these steps:
1. Go to www.findagrave.com
2. You must first create a user name and a

password for your personal use.
3. Follow the directions to sign in.
4. This gives you access to multiple information

sources. The “Action” menu will pop up next
to the sign in box. (see top right)
You can also add photographs and burial
information about your ancestors. To add a photo
use the contributor tools.

Actions
Begin New Search
Refine Last Search
Cemetery Lookup
Add Burial Records
Help with Find A Grave

Clicking on one of these
buttons takes you to
various sites as indicated.

Top Contributors
Success Stories
Community Forums
Find A Grave Store

Logged in as:
Contributor Tools
Log Out

Click on contributor tools
to add burial information
and/or photos of
tombstones.

You can also become a photo volunteer.
Photo volunteers are willing to fulfill requests
for photos of gravesites in their own
geographic area. You first must submit a
“contributor profile” citing the type of service
you can offer (e.g., locations you can cover).
There is more information about volunteering
on the Find A Grave website. The top
contributor as submitted 286,257
photographs!
The AGS Newsletters received the prestigious Joe
M. McClaurin Newsletter Award presented by the
North Carolina Society of Historians, Inc. at their
meeting and awards ceremony October 9, 2004.
Dorothy Hocutt was Newsletter Editor.

The AGS Scholarship for 2001 was awarded to
CCHS student Jonathan Mark O’Briant at the
Senior Recognition Ceremony. Jonathan excelled
at school. He was an honor graduate, won the
Presidential Award for Educational Excellence,
was a North Carolina Scholars Graduate and a
Beta Graduate.
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I Want to See This Family’s
Pedigree Chart!

But it really is so
I’m my own grandpa

Recently a 47-year old woman in California
gave birth to her own grandson. Her daughter
was just 14 when she was diagnosed with a
rare condition that prevented her from carrying
a child. Mom promised that when the time
came, she would be a surrogate for her
grandchild.
True to her word, 10 years later on October 22
last year, she delivered a baby boy through invitro fertilization (IVF) using her daughter’s egg
and her son-in-law’s sperm.
This made me think of the novelty song, “I Am
My Own Grandpa” which made the rounds
during the late 1940s.
I Am My Own Grandpa
Now, many many years ago
When I was twenty three
I was married to a widow
Who was pretty as could be

This widow had a grown-up daughter
Had hair of red
My father fell in love with her
And soon the two were wed
This made my dad my son-in-law
And changed my very life
My daughter was my mother
‘Cause she was my father’s wife
To complicate the matters
Even though it brought me joy
I soon became the father
Of a bouncing baby boy
My little baby then became
A brother-in-law to dad
And so became my uncle
Though it made me very sad
For if he was my uncle
That also made him the brother
Of the widow’s grown-up daughter
Who, of course, was my step-mother
I’m my own grandpa
I’m my own grandpa
It sounds funny I know

My wife is now my mother’s mother
And it makes me blue
Because, she is my wife
She’s my grandmother too
I’m my own grandpa
I’m my own grandpa
It sounds funny I know
But it really is so
I’m my own grandpa
Now, if my wife is my grandmother
Then, I am her grandchild
And every time I think of it
It nearly drives me wild
For now I have become
The strangest case you ever saw
As the husband of my grandmother
I am my own grandpa

Dad

Me

My father’s wife then had a son
That kept them on the run
And he became my grandchild
For he was my daughter’s son

Widow

Redhead

Son

I’m my own grandpa
I’m my own grandpa
It sounds funny I know
But it really is so
I’m my own grandpa

I’m my own grandpa
I’m my own grandpa
Grandson It sounds funny I know
But it really is so
I’m my own grandpa

According to a 2007 article, the song was
inspired by an anecdote published periodically
by newspapers for well over 150 years.
A proof that a man may be his own
Grandfather … there was a widow and her
daughter-in-law, and a man and his son. The
widow married the son, and the daughter the
old man; the widow was, therefore, mother to
her husband's father, consequently
grandmother to her own husband. They had a
son, to whom she was great-grandmother;
now, as the son of a great-grandmother must
be either a grandfather or great-uncle, this boy
14

was therefore his own grandfather. This was
based on an actual family story.
You can listen to an animated musical
version of “I Am My Own Grandpa” and
see a full pedigree chart on U-Tube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYl
JH81dSiw

Experts Share Tips on

Salvaging Family Treasures
When homes are flooded and lives are upended,
treasured keepsakes such as photos, artwork,
quilts and family heirlooms become more
cherished. Although they may have been
damaged in the flood, these treasures may be
salvageable.
Hurricane Matthew survivors who set aside
damaged treasures learned how to bring them
back to life by North Carolina Emergency
Management/FEMA Disaster Recovery.
Preservation experts from the North Carolina
Cultural Resources Emergency Support team
demonstrated how photographs can be rinsed
gently in clean water and air-dried on a plastic
screen or paper towel. Photographs can also be
hung with plastic clothespins. It is important the
image not come in contact with other surfaces
as it dries. Many items can be air-dried –
preferably indoors. However, high direct heat
from hair dryers and irons or prolonged exposure
to sunlight can cause irreversible damage. A
better choice is to increase airflow with fans,
open windows, air conditioners and
dehumidifiers.
Better yet, why not
make back-ups of
those irreplaceable
photos, files, and
artifacts before a
disaster occurs.
Of course, you can
make backups at any
time. However, it is
easier and safer if you have a specific schedule.
The first day of the month is easy to remember, so
we suggest you back up your genealogy files at
least on the first day of every month, if not more
often.

Of course, you should back up more than your
genealogy files. Family photographs, your
checkbook register, all sorts of word processing
documents, email messages, and much more
need to be backed up regularly. Why not do that
monthly?
It is the first of the month as well as the first of the
year. It’s time to back up your genealogy files.
Then test your backups!

AGS Charter Members
JoAnna Heath Bates, Moyock
Charles H. Aguirre, Kitty Hawk
Doris White Younts, Powells Point
Joan Hayman Dunton, Coinjock
Jean Silvester Spencer, Tulls Bay Colony
Kathryn Hayman Aguirre, Kitty Hawk
W. W. Foreman, Shiloh
Elizabeth West, Currituck
Edward Burnett, Nags Head
Frances Paul Byrne, Point Harbor
Ruth Holloman Palmer, Kitty Hawk
Grace Miller Austin, Poplar Branch
Raymond Lee Kelly, Jr., Norfolk
Eva Sullivan Olah, Chesapeake
Jean Walston Mathews, Aydlett
Sheila Rose Doxey, Aydlett
Lois Johnson Meekins, Coinjock
Iris Doreen Meekins, Coinjock
Jeanne Susan Meekins, Coinjock
Nell Allen Roach, Moyock
Gordon Cowley Jones, Chesapeake
Anna Lindsey Jones, Chesapeake
Angeline Morrisett Hyman, Coinjock
S. Curtis Gray, Jr., Coinjock
Stuart J. Bateman, Plymouth
Charles (Eddie) Younts, Powells Point
Ray Basnight Miller, Chesapeake
Justine Erwin, Sharen, TN
Jean Matthews, Aydlett
Melinda Lukei, Virginia Beach
Virginia (Jinks) Parker, Kill Devil Hills
Grady Tate, Coinjock
Elizabeth Hanbury, Chesapeake
Early documents indicate AGS was initiated by a group of 15. The first
Newsletter states, “Our first year has exceeded all our expectations, as we
have over 60 members.” However only the 33 names above were listed.
Names in BOLD are still members. If you know names of other charter
members, please let us know.

Dues were $3.00 in 1982.
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Oldest Resident of Currituck Passes
Farewell Miss Libby
by Naomi Rhodes

Oldest Living Person Turns 117
by Laura Pool Ostrander

Emma Murano’s birthday was a significant event.
Murano, born on November 29, 1899, in Verbanio,
Italy, is 117 years old. She is the last living person who
was born in the 1800s. (But not the last living person
born in the 19th Century … there are two living born in
1900.) When Murano passes, there will be no one left in
the entire world that was born before 1900.

With great sadness I learned Miss Libby Griggs
Hickman passed away in November. I first met her
last January while AGS video recorded “99 Years of
Currituck Memories.” I was captivated when she just
casually mentioned that as a young woman she
worked for "Mr. Tate" sewing sailcloth. Mr. Tate was
none other than the Tate who earlier made the cloth
wings for the Wright brothers "flying machine.” Then,
during the 100th birthday celebration given by her
family, I loved hearing each tell stories of what they
remembered best growing up with Miss Libby. She
yodeled while washing dishes … how fascinating! Her
granddaughter, Michele Phillips, thanked AGS for
being a part of her Memory Walk. We thank you for
sharing her memories with us. She was fun-loving and
feisty and we miss her.

The relative with the earliest birth year that I remember
meeting was my great-grandmother. Her
grandchildren called her Mamaw Bettie.

AGS made a memorial gift in Miss Libby’s memory.

Elizabeth Jane Forbes was born on September 10,
1871, the child of Isaac M Forbes and Julia Ann
Whitson of Camden. She married Daniel Evans on
March 20, 1887, in Currituck, North Carolina. They lived
in Grandy and had five children in 16 years. She died
on May 8, 1954, at the age of 82,

February 26, 1986

She is the only one of my great-grandparents I ever
met. In fact, I never met either of my paternal
grandparents or any of their ancestors. My maternal
grandfather died when I was six, so my memories of
him are limited. My maternal grandmother died in
1972 and I have great memories of her.
I was in high school when Mamaw Bettie passed. I
remember that she always seemed very prim and
proper but dipped snuff (not publicly!), liked to go
fishing, and loved the old wooden roller coaster at
Ocean View. Older cousins say she taught them

manners while playing “Go Fish.”
I have known others who lived to be an older age that
Bettie Evans, but can recall no one I ever met that was
born before 1871.
How about you? Who was the person with the earliest
birth year (not necessarily the oldest person though)
that you remember meeting? Drop us a note and let’s

AGS Presidents
JoAnna Heath Bates
Jean Silvester Spencer
Jeanne Meekins Murray
Irene C. Hampton
William A. Harris
Jeanne Meekins Murray
Carol Etheridge White

1983-1986
1986-1995
1995-1999
1999-2001
2001-2012
2013-2016
2017-

Names in BOLD are still members.

see who recalls the person born on the earliest
date.
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AGS Winter Business Meeting & Program
Saturday, January 14, 2017
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business Meeting
10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Program

North Carolina Genealogy Research and
Overview of DNA for Genealogy by Diane L.
Richard, Professional Genealogist, See
page 4.

NCGS Live Webinar
January 20, 2017 (Free)
3:00 – 4:00 p.m.

How a Genealogist Uses the State Archives of NC and the
State Library of NC by the Diane L. Richard
See NCGS website for other recorded
webinars: http://www.ncgenealogy.org/menumember-webinars

NCGS Live Webinar
February 17, 2017 (Free)
3:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Online Resources are Key to Successful Research in NC
Ancestry by the Diane L. Richard
See NCGS website for other recorded
webinars: http://www.ncgenealogy.org/menumember-webinars

NCGS & Friends of the Gaston County Public
Library, Spring Workshop
Saturday, February 25, 2017, Gastonia, NC at
the Schiele Museum
8;45 a.m. -4;00 p.m.

Putting Down Roots: Grounding Your Ancestors in Time
and Place featuring Jeff Haines, CGSM and Diane L.
Richard. Registration required.
http://www.ncgenealogy.org
July 1998, Irene Hampton, Genealogical
Researcher, presented the program,
PLEAS & QUARTER SESSIONS COURT &
OTHER CURRITUCK TRIVIA.

October 2002, longtime AGS Newsletter Editor,
Joan Dunton, resigned. Lois Meekins and
Dorothy Hocutt replaced Dunton.

2017 Marks
Albemarle
Genealogical
Society’s 35th Year
2017 AGS Meeting Dates & Programs
For additional details, see the AGS Website.
Saturday, January 14
Business Meeting & Program
North Carolina Genealogy Research and
Overview of DNA for Genealogy by Diane L.
Richard, Professional Genealogist
Saturday, April 8
Business Meeting & Program
Legendary Locals of the Northern Outer Banks
presentation by authors R. Wayne
Gray and Nancy Beach Gray
Wednesday, July 12
Business Meeting & Program
Genealogy Assistance Night
with Genealogist Janeth Murphy, Currituck
County Library Manager Dorothy Hocutt, and
Dare County Reference Librarian Naomi
Rhodes
Saturday, October 14
Business Meeting & Program
Basic Military Research and Researching Your Civil War
Ancestors with Craig R. Scott, Certified
Genealogist
Saturday December 9
Program - Hammering at the Brick Wall:
Strategies to Overcome Your Genealogical Research
Obstacles Presentation by Janeth L. Murphy,
Genealogist
April 2002 AGS members voted to
donate $500 to the Old Jarvisburg
School Restoration Project.

The Currituck County, North Carolina Cemetery
Records based on the records of the late
Margaret Walker was completed in 1994. The
hardcover 6 x 9 book is 328 pages.
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Currituck County Public Library
Genealogy Club
The Currituck County Public Library
Genealogy Club meets on Saturdays at
the Currituck Public Library in Barco.
The next two meetings are January 7th
and February 4th at 11:00 a.m.
Registration is requested, but not
required to attend. Join this informal
group of genealogy enthusiasts who share research
methods and findings. For further details, see the AGS
website, contact the Currituck County Public Library [252453-8345] or send an email to Dorothy Hocutt at
dhocutt@earlibrary.org.

Circa 1995

National Genealogical Society
2017 Family History Conference
10-13 May 2017 – Raleigh, NC
The overall theme of this conference is Family History
Lives Here. Throughout history North Carolina has
been home to diverse populations including Native
Americans and immigrants from Europe and Africa. It
embraced religious diversity and is rich in cultural
traditions. Tarheel history is vibrant and recorded in
the superb records, manuscripts, and artifacts
preserved in North Carolina Archives, libraries, and
museums.
The North Carolina Genealogy Society is the local
host society and plans are well underway. Volunteers
are need to help make it a success. If you would like
to be placed on the volunteer list, please contact
Sharon Gable, volunteer chair for NCGS at
sharongable@wildblue.net.
Registration information and a full program is
available online at:
http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/

Amy Midgett Gamiel & Lois Johnson Meekins
survey tombstones at the Mt. Olivet Cemetery in
Manteo. Circa 2002.
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Contact Us

Albemarle Genealogical Society
Carol White

AGS President

agsnc.cwhite@gmail.com

Naomi Rhodes

Newell Cannon

Research
Assistance-Dare;
AGS Programs and
Marketing
AGS Treasurer

Laura Ostrander

AGS Secretary

Laura Ostrander, Editor
Marcia Hawkins

AGS Newsletter
Committee

Dorothy Hocutt

Research
Assistance-Currituck
County Public
Library

252-441-4331
nrhodes@earlibrary.org

harrynabaco@yahoo.com
agsncnewsletter@gmail.com
1469 Thistlewood Lane
Chesapeake, VA 23320
252-453-8345

agsncnewsletter@gmail.com

dhocutt@earlibrary.org

Mission Statement
The Albemarle Genealogical Society was founded in January 1982 to aid individuals
in their genealogical research and in the compilation of their family histories. The
society, serving Currituck and Dare Counties, attempts to create an interest in
genealogy, to gather and preserve genealogical and historical data, and to provide
genealogical resource information to any interested individuals.
Cut & Mail … Share with Friends

I want to _____Join _____Rejoin the Albemarle Genealogical Society.
Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________ Email: ______________________________________________
Surname(s) Researching: _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Send membership form, along with a check for $20 made payable to AGS to: AGS, P.O. Box 2931,
Elizabeth City, NC 27906-2931
By joining AGS, you are consenting to the use of your photograph, likeness, or image in the AGS Newsletter and other AGS publications when
attending AGS meetings and other functions. If you do not want your image used, please tell the photographer.
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