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Mark Your
Calendar
2017
7/12
AGS Summer Meeting
8/4-7 NCGS Webinar
9-6
NCGS Webinar
10/14 AGS Fall Meeting
10/6&9 NCGS Webinar
10/28 NCGS Fall Workshop
12/9
Special AGS Meeting
2018

July 12th
Genealogy
Assistance
Night

350th Anniversary

See Page 18-19 for More Information

Take advantage of this opportunity to get expert help
with your dilemmas, quandaries and brick walls.

President’s Message

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You …
Thanks to everyone who helped make our 35th Anniversary such a great success. It was a team effort. I especially
want to recognize these members for contributing time, energy, and creativity:
• June Dunton Klag’s presentation was a highlight of the day. She brought back fond memories
for some and let the new guys know how hard AGS members have worked to support this
organization over the years. June also provided a lot of the room decorations.
• Naomi Rhodes and Newell Cannon arranged the refreshments.
• Jessica English supplied the photo tree decorated with images of AGS members and events.
• Many local businesses and genelogy organizations donated door prizes (see list on page 8).
• Lois Meekins worked with us to identify charter members and also filled us in on lots of AGS
history.
• Susie Spruill helped locate former members and invite them to the event.
• The Meekins family … six of them came to help us celebrate!
• Tamara Creef brought us information about the Outer Banks History Center.
• Dorothy Hocutt provided logistical support.
• All the members who helped us celebrate this important milestone!
Next time you see these folks, be sure to tell them how much you appreciate their efforts.
Carol Etheridge White, President

Business Meeting & Program
Wednesday, July 12, 2017 7:00 – 9:00 P.M.
Currituck Library – Barco, NC
Program

Genealogy Assistance Night
Janeth Murphy, Genealogist
Dorothy Hocutt, Research Assistant
Currituck Library
Naomi Rhodes, Research Assistant
Dare Library
.

Genealogy Assistance Night is a great
time to bring your questions, get help
with brick walls, and find out more
about using the Genealogist on
Retainer to solve your dilemmas,
mysteries, impasses, and difficulties!

AGS Website www.agsnc.org
Each AGS member should have received a
username and password giving access to the
members-only section. If you need help,
contact Naomi Rhodes.

Publication Date for the Next AGS Newsletter is
September 30, 2017

Agenda
I.

Secretary’s Report and Approval of April 8
AGS Meeting Minutes
II. Treasurer’s Report and Approval
III. Other Business
IV. Program
V. Next Meeting October 14, 2017

2017 Program Schedule
Saturday, January 14
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 p.m.-1:00 p.m. North Carolina Genealogy
Research & Overview of DNA for Genealogy by
Diane L. Richard, PG
Saturday, April 8
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 a.m.-11:30 p.m. Photos From the Past: A
Look at Currituck Photographs at the Outer
Banks History Center
11:30 a.m.-12:30 35th Anniversary Celebration
Wednesday, July 12
7:00-7:15 p.m. Business
7:15-9:00 p.m. Genealogy Assistance Night
Saturday, October 14
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Basic Military Research &
Researching Your Civil War Ancestors by Craig
R. Scott, CG
Saturday December 9
10:30-11:30 a.m. Hammering at the Brick Wall:
Strategies to Overcome Your Genealogical
Research Obstacles by Janeth L. Murphy G

All Albemarle Genealogical Society meetings are
free and open to the public. Please join us if you
share an interest in genealogy. Meetings are held
at the Currituck County Library, Barco, NC, unless
otherwise announced.
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Not Pirate Booty
… But Definitely a
Treasure

photographs, maps, ephemera, works of art,
public records and oral histories. Among the
publications accessible are books, journals,

The Mission of the Outer Banks
History Center is to collect, preserve
and interpret archival and research materials, from all periods,
throughout the entire region.
Tama Creef,
Acquisition Archivist,
at the Outer Banks
History Center,
Manteo was a
featured speaker at
Spring AGS Meeting.
Creef’s presentation
was titled “Photos
from the Past: A Look at Currituck
Photographs at the Outer Banks History
Center.” This program provided information
regarding the variety of maps, photographs,
and other material available to those
researching local and regional history. She
described the OBHC as a sort of “Outer Banks
Attic” and encouraged AGS Members to not
overlook the materials found there when
conducting family
research.
Since 1989 the
Outer Banks History
Center has served
authors, journalists,
students, other
agencies,
businesses, clubs
and associations, local residents and visitors
to the OBX area. Genealogists find the
extensive collections at the center especially
useful. Some of the services they provide
include reference assistance, image
reproduction, outreach speaking on a variety
of subjects, teaching, oral history interviewing
and conservation expertise.
The collection features primary (original) as
well as secondary (published) resources. You
can find manuscript collections,

newsletters, newspapers, clippings, and
media.
The collection is centered almost exclusively
on the Outer Banks and the eastern North
Carolina coastal area.
It would literally take years to sift through all
the documents and materials but Tamara
Creef says the Outer Banks History Center
staff, at Roanoke Island Festival Park, stands
ready to assist you with your family research.
The materials are wide-reaching and user
friendly.
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Remembering Dedicated Members
by June Dunton Klag1

life and know the families personally. I knew
much more Currituck genealogy as a child.
When I was away at school, then married,
working, and raising a family, I was out of the
county and out of the daily conversations.
Those genealogy facts were on the back
burner and they began to slip away.
When Laura asked me to say a few words
about my mother, Joan Hayman Dunton, and
her work with AGS, I said I’d be glad to … but

Happy 35th Anniversary! I’m June Dunton
Klag and I grew up about half-a-mile down
the road.
I was really more of a genealogist growing up
than I am now because I was living every
day in the culture of genealogy. My Granny
and Pops, Angeline and J.I. Hayman, lived
seven houses south of us. Next door to them,
my great-Granddaddy, Louis Lathan
Hayman. I was in and out of their houses as
much as mine. About five or six miles farther
down the road in Aydlett lived practically all
my father’s folks: my grandparents, Julia and
Paul Dunton, and next to them lived my
great-Grandmaw Clara Dunton … not to
mention all the Dunton aunts, uncles, and
cousins all right there. The Duntons have lived
in Aydlett for over 200 years.
When I was little, families visited!
Conversations always involved who was
related to whom and how families were tied
together. Granny and Mother were always
talking and taking notes on genealogy. I
never had the head for genealogy the way
they did, but now I know that it’s easier if
you’ve lived in the same place your whole
This article is the text of June Dunton Klag’s
presentation at the AGS 35th Anniversary
Celebration. June’s story was a highlight of the day.

she should really ask Lois Meekins to do it
because Lois and my mother worked so
closely on the AGS Newsletter and the
cemetery book. I knew my mother loved the
Genealogy Society and was constantly
recording names and dates and other
information for the Currituck Family History
book; I knew she was always putting out flyers
and talking the book up and cajoling people
to put in their stories. I would have been in so
much trouble—possibly to the point of being
disinherited—if I hadn’t gotten my story in!
And when the book came out, I was amazed
that the great percentage of the stories were
written and/or submitted by Joan Dunton
and Angeline Morrisette Hayman. I also knew
she worked on the Cemetery Book Project
and was always clocking mileage in her car
to the various cemeteries. But I honestly
didn’t know until the cemetery book came

1
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out and read in the front pages that she had
been chairwoman. Other than that, I didn’t
know many particular details. So, I went to
see Lois.
“Your Mama was a mess!” Lois said.” We’d
be riding along in her car, and she’d see a
piece of Styrofoam or a bag back in a ditch
line or a field, and she’d be convinced it was
a tombstone, and we’d have to go
investigate. Crawling over roots and through
ditches, we’d have another adventure. I
could handle a bush ax or a weed eater.
Some of those cemeteries hadn’t been
cared for in forever!”
“One time a
field had just
been burned
off, and the
ashes were
still hot, and
there we
were
recording
tombstones
the best we
could.
Another time
in Knotts
Island
Cemetery,
there was the
biggest black
snake … I just knew your Mama was going to
step on him; how she didn’t, I don’t know. I
was crabbing when it came time to do
Aydlett cemeteries, so I think your mother did
all of them just by herself. When we went
over to Corolla and Wash Woods to record
cemeteries, Ernie Bowden met us to take us
around. There he was with his ratty old beach
buggy truck. Your Mama hopped right up,
but I struggled a bit. Springs sticking up out of
the seat, rusted floorboard … and off we
went!”
“Another time, we were in Tulls Creek area to
record a cemetery, and I was driving. It was
way out in the middle of a cornfield; of

course the corn had been picked. Joan said,
‘We’ll just bounce so far across the rows until
we get even with the cemetery, and then just
drive up parallel with the rows … it won’t be
so bad.’ Well, I knew that once we got
bumping across the rows, I couldn’t stop or
I’d bog down and be stuck between them.
Fasten your seatbelt! Well, Joan didn’t and
when we got up speed, your Mama, her
books and papers were in the floor. I told her,
‘I guess you’ll fasten your seatbelt the next
time I tell you.’”
“When the cemetery book was ready, your
Mama typed it all up herself and I did the
index.”
I borrowed several binders of old AGS
Newsletters from Lois and found some entries
concerning the work on the book that I’d like
to share:
AGS Newsletter April 1989 Cemetery
Book Report: The Cemetery Book
Committee under the able leadership
of Joan H. Dunton and assistant Lois J.
Meekins have completed Crawford
Township and are working diligently on
Moyock Township. If you have any
information on any cemetery which
may have been missed by those
collecting tombstone inscriptions,
please contact Joan H. Dunton,
Chairman.
AGS Newsletter Jan. 1992, Our 10th Year
Anniversary: The Currituck cemetery
book is taking much longer than was
first thought. There are four townships in
Currituck County and we would like to
report at this time that two of them are
completely finished and the third almost
done. We’re doing a good research job
on the grave markers and other sources
of information. We are trying to make
this book as accurate as possible of
marked and unmarked cemeteries. It is
hoped this project will be completed by
the end of 1992. Anyone having
information of marked or unmarked
cemeteries or gravesites in Currituck
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County that has not been reported to
the committee, please do so.
AGS 2009 Meeting/Program by Lois
Meekins: In about 1987 Mrs. Margaret
Walker offered to the society her
material of cemetery copies that she
had gathered over some 30 years. We
were delighted to have this work. Mrs.
Walker knew her work was not
completed and said we would have to
copy gravestone inscriptions from
some* cemeteries that she hadn’t
gotten around to.2 This had to be done
before we could feel that we had
completely made copies of all the
cemeteries of the white population of
Currituck County. A cemetery
committee was selected and since
Joan Dunton had been the one who
had worked so closely with Mrs. Walker
on her decision to let the Society follow
up on her cemetery work, Joan was
made chairman. The AGS owes a lot of
gratitude to Joan for her dedication to
the work begun by Mrs. Walker. I feel
without Joan this cemetery book would
not have gotten finished. We never
thought it would take 7 years of
rechecking and copying new found
grave sites and visiting every grave to
make sure all data was correct. After
about 7 years work on this project, the
society published in 1995 the
CURRITUCK COUNTY, NC CEMETERY
ROCORDS. (Lois Meekins)
This book has proved
to be an invaluable
resource, not only for
Currituck, but
beyond. Jane
Brumley of Knotts
Island and I are
partners-in-crime for
a lot of adventures
that pertain to old
Princess Anne
2

Some being a very tricky word! JK

County history projects that often involve
cemeteries. I know that in the Currituck
cemetery book, it wasn’t conducive to stop
at the state line, because communities often
straddled the state line. In Moyock, they
crossed the state line. In Gibbs Woods and
Knotts Island they went into what was old
Princess Anne County, and on the beach,
they went into Wash Woods Chapel
Cemetery, which is several miles into Virginia.
Because of this, Jane and I have promoted
and sold the book in our area quite a bit. And
in all our research, the Wash Woods Chapel
Cemetery seems to have been recorded
nowhere else. Many of the graves recorded
in the 1980s are no longer present and
certainly not as legible as they were then. So,
what a wonderful service this cemetery book
provides.
Also, I’m very proud that
the cemetery
committee gave proper
credit to the individuals
who helped with the
project. I know my
mother knew Jane
Brumley before I did,
because in the book
itself, Jane is credited
with meeting these
ladies and helping
document Knotts Island graves. I will sadly say
that this recognition is not always the case.
Credit must be given properly and unselfishly
for the good of the organization. I’ll close
with what happened when I opened my first
bank account. I was sitting down with the
manager and he asked for my mother’s
maiden name. “Why do you ask that?” It was
for a PASSWORD. Of course, PASSWORD
wasn’t the term ‘back in the day.’ “How is
that a security device?” I asked. “Where I
come from, we know everyone’s mother’s
maiden name … and their grandmother’s
maiden name, too!”
7

Thank you, Lois,
for filling me in
on some awfully
valuable details.
And I think the
Society missed
out on a great
sequel, The
Misadventures of
Lois and Joan!

she is also very computer savvy and has
been since the early eighties. Furthermore,
she is mostly self-taught. We think that’s
pretty impressive.
Jeanne Meekins Murray is the outgoing AGS
president, Like Lois she is a Charter member.
Jeanne now spends most of her time in
Northern Virginia helping out with
grandchildren. We were delighted she
could join us for the 35th Anniversary
celebration.
Iris Meekins is also an AGS Charter Member.
She is a retired kindergarten teacher in
Currituck County. Cathy Meekins Forbes is
currently an active member and Jason is the
AGS Webmaster. Cathy and Jason both sing
in their church choir.

Vendors Providing Door Prizes
for AGS Spring Meeting

Meekins Family: Top, from left … Preston, Iris, Jason; Bottom …
Jeanne, Lois, Cathy.

We Said It Before … Genealogy
is a Family Affair!
The Meekins family surely makes believers of
everyone. First, there’s Lois … the matriarch of
the family … then, her three daughters …
Jeanne, Iris and Cathy. Plus, two grandsons …
Preston is Jeanne’s son and Jason is Cathy’s
son.
Lois Meekins has been a cornerstone of
Albemarle Genealogical Society from the
beginning. She’s been an active member for
the whole 35 years, serving in a variety of
leadership roles including treasurer and
newsletter editor. She was a major force in the
Cemetery Book Project. Lois truly holds the
institutional knowledge of this organization.
Whenever anyone needs to know anything
about AGS, Lois is the person they call. Much
of that knowledge is stored in her head, but

Many local businesses and genealogy
organizations generously donated goods
and services to help AGS celebrate 35 years.
Please patronize these vendors and say
“Thank You.”

Legacy Software
Jigsaw Genealogist
Currituck County
B.J.’s Restaurant
Coinjock Marina
Travis Morris Family
Albemarle Genealogical Society
Weeping Radish
Outer Banks History Center
Discover Your Roots
Ancestry.com
Coinjock BBQ
Forum Magazine
Family Tree Magazine
Family Tree Webinar
AGS Currituck Heritage Book
Cotton Gin
Coastal Accents
8

A Splendid 35th Anniversary Celebration!
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The Pool Family of Pasquotank County
Edited & Augmented by Donna Pool Turner and Laura Pool
Ostrander 3

Ralph Irving Pool

The original document
(circa 1960) on which this
report is based is believed
to have been written by
Ralph Irving Pool (19941970). It comes essentially
from a typed unpublished
(unsigned and unfinished)
manuscript found among
the papers of Charlie
Gaskins Pool. We are not
able to credit original
sources for Ralph Pool’s
document because no
references are included.
We believe Ralph Pool,
who was on the staff of The
Virginia Pilot, intended to
write a book about the
Pool family.

The Pools were of
the old “Cavalier
stock.” They
were among the
pioneer settlers
of Eastern North
Carolina having
emigrated from
England around
1670. They are listed in the First Families of North
Carolina.
The story of the Pool family is intermeshed with
the history of the Albemarle Region of North
Carolina.
It is likely that the first Englishmen setting
foot in what is now Pasquotank County
were part of a scouting party of 14 men
sent by Captain Ralph Lane from
Roanoke Island to explore the inland
waters around 1584. These men went as
far as the Chowan River and mapped
what they saw. A map dated 1585
appeared in London shortly after that
date showing the land on the north side
of the main water as “Pasquotank,” and
the shore outline, though crude, is
recognizable and faithful considering the
methodology.

Ralph Irving Pool is grandfather to Donna and
first cousin to Charlie Gaskins Pool (1903-1992),
Laura’s father. See chart, page 11.
3

Seventy years passed before settlers
occupied this land and established a
permanent settlement. The beginning
was no mass migration fixed as a historic
event like the landing at Jamestown in
1607, but rather the chance wandering of
pioneers seeking unoccupied land,
hunters looking for meat or furs, refugees
in need of asylum, explorers or simply
adventurers.
There are records in the Abstracts of Virginia
Land Patents & Grants 1623-66 detailing the
transportation of a Richard Poole, along with
104 other passengers, from England to Virginia.
Richard Poole and his wife, Rebecca, arrived
in the New World in 1635.
By 1650 the land of Tidewater Virginia
was pretty well taken up, some
exhausted by intensive cultivation.
Some settlers moved upland and
westward; others preferred to remain
near the seaboard, choosing to go
southward where there were numerous
rivers emptying into the sounds and
ocean. They were English who had
never lived more than 30 miles from
water, thus were reluctant to leave the
Tidewater area.
During 1652, Richard Poole took patent to 400
acres of lower Norfolk County. He renewed it in
1662. The land was located “towards the head
of the master branch of Saml. Bennets Cr.”4 This
land was listed under different ownership
before 1652.

We assume this is the area known as the Bennett’s
Creek section of Suffolk today.
4
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It is probable that individuals began
filtering into the area of Pasquotank
as early as 1650, some using it as
headquarters for foraging
expeditions, others occupying it with
the idea of staying permanently.
Certainly by 1663 there were
numerous settlers scattered
hereabout, for in that year Governor
Berkeley of Virginia issued patents for
28 tracts varying from 250 to 3300
acres each. These grants may have
been confirmation of holdings
already occupied. This was the year
when Charles II rewarded eight of his
principal supporters by establishing
for them the Proprietary of Carolina
which included “Pasquotank
Precinct.”
Richard Poole’s land was mentioned in passing
in a 1694 patent, in the Abstracts of Land
Patents, Province of North Carolina, for 1663 to
1729. The lands involved were in the
Pasquotank precinct mentioned above.
According to these Abstracts, there was a
Solomon Poole who took a 200-acre land
patent in 1694 on the east side of the “little
river” in Pasquotank Precinct. The minor spelling
differences (in names) usually are not
significant in such dated papers since the
signatories were often illiterate. Signatures were
sometimes placed by a lawyer on official
documents, with spelling of the names up to
the writer.5
The descendants of Richard Pool were landed,
influential residents of the Albemarle region of

The name Pool is commonly spelled both with and
without the “e.” One family story is that there were
two English Poole brothers. Following a sibling
argument, one migrated to Ireland and dropped
the “e,” however there is no evidence in the
literature to support this account. It appears that
most of the settlers in Eastern North Carolina and
5

North Carolina. As they continued to
accumulate land and slaves, their wealth and
power increased in turn. On their various
properties, the Pools raised livestock and crops.
Negro slaves, used as low-cost labor, became
an integral part of the delicate stability of
Southern Aristocracy in agriculture.
Richard: b. ABT 1630; m. Rebecca
Sollomon b. ABT 1650
Solomon:II (1686-1755); m. Margaret White b. ABT 1655 (Henry White:
b. 1630)
Solomon III: b. ABT 1710; m. Ann b. ABT 1710
Patrick, I: b ABT 1736
Patrick II: (1745-1796)
Solomon V: (1787-1832) m. Martha Gaskins 1816
Senator John
Rev. Solomon Pool
George Decatur (1817-1879)
George Decatur, Jr. (1842Bettie Freshwater (1860Dr. William Gaskins (1829-1887); m. Mary Lavinia Pool
Solomon Irving (1869-1948)
Ralph Irving (1894-1970)
John (1927-2009)
Donna
Proctor Gaskins ((1865-1937); m. Sarah Moresa
Charlie Gaskins (1903-1992)
Charles Proctor (1943-2016)
Laura
11
Marjorie Lavinia (1911-2011)
Solomon VII (1832-1901); m. Cornelia Kirkwood
Excerpts from the Pool Family Tree focusing on
descendants mentioned in this article.

The Pool family tree6 was professionally
produced by the Pasquotank Historical Society
(circa 1960). Their resources showed Richard
Pool to be of Middlesex, London. His son,
Sollomon Pool, married Margaret White in 1679.
They had four children: Richard II (1680), Ann
(1682), Mary (1683) and Solomon II (1687).
The Pool wills of the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries described places called “Cypress
Swamp” and the “Plantation.” Other properties
were mentioned but they were illegible or their
names are meaningless today. Cypress Swamp
Virginia did not use the “e” in the spelling of our
surname.
6 Recent Y-DNA evidence indicates that our family
may have descended from the de la Pulle line of
Cheshire, England (rather than from Richard) but
that is not fully substantiated at this time.

does exist, in fact, north of Elizabeth City. The
particular locations described cannot be
determined since the landmarks used in the
wills no longer exist.
These properties were divided up over time
through inheritances and sales, with the wealth
and power associated with them diminishing in
the process.
The Earl of Granville granted the Pools two
parcels of land in the mid-eighteenth century,
less than twenty years before the American
Revolution. With their British background and
with so much granted land, the Pools could
very likely have been sympathetic to the
Crown in the Revolution. No evidence either
way has been uncovered.

Reding later was to become Elizabeth Town,
which replaced Nixonton as Pasquotank’s
county seat in 1799. In 1801 the name was
changed to Elizabeth City to amend the
confusion of having two Elizabeth Towns in the
same county. Water barriers to the north and
west restrained the expansion of trade and
communications between Pasquotank County
and its otherwise close neighbors.
Development of better relations began with
the construction of the Dismal Swamp Canal,
which broke ground in 1790. Commercial
shipping on the Canal started in 1825,
promoting trade between the Albemarle and
points in Virginia for about sixty years. The first
rail lines to join these points were completed in
1881. This relationship with Norfolk and Suffolk
caused Elizabeth City to associate itself more
closely with Virginia than with its own state of
North Carolina. This regional interrelationship
was a key factor which influenced the Pool
family to make the decisions they did in their
work, marriage, and travel for the next one
hundred years.

In order to facilitate river crossings during the
Revolution in northern Pasquotank County,
Lamb’s Ferry was established in 1779. It was at
a point where the river was narrow and
favorable to crossing in any sort of weather.
The territory of Pasquotank north of that point
was annexed to form Camden County in 1777,
with a county seat established at Jonesboro.
Sollomon Pool’s grandson, Solomon V, married
This new county seat was less than a mile from
Martha Gaskins. The Gaskins line of the family is
Lamb’s Ferry, causing the route from Jonesboro of French Huguenot origin. The name may
via Lamb’s Ferry to Nixonton, Pasquotank’s
have been Gasquin
county seat, to become very significant. A
originally. Solomon and
tavern along the route, operated by Adam
Martha were the
Tooley, became a convenient stopping place
parents of George
for travelers, mariners, shippers, and buyers.
Decatur Pool, Senator
John Pool, Rev.
A settlement sprang up, a house here
Solomon Pool, and Dr.
and there, and the early stagecoach
William Gaskins Pool.
route from Princess Anne to Chowan
Rev. Pool served as the
changed horses here. Its importance
reconstruction President
Senator John Pool
grew so that it offered competition with
of the
Nixonton. In 1793 a charter was granted
University of North Carolina
by the General Assembly sitting at
from 1869-1871 at a salary of
Fayetteville for a town at the Narrows of
$1,500 per year. It was not a
Pasquotank River to be known as
successful time for the
Reding.
University and Solomon was
Rev. Solomon Pool
removed.
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William Gaskins Pool, who was born in 1829 at
the ancestral home, lost both of his parents
while still a young child. His elder brother,
George Decatur Pool, reared and educated
William as well as his brothers. He graduated
from the State University of North Carolina and
the Medical Colleges of New York,
Philadelphia, and Cincinnati. He was given an
honorary Master of Arts degree from North
Carolina State University in 1853. In that same
year, he began his medical practice in
Elizabeth City.
Dr. Pool was a man of magnificent
intellectual endowment;
broadminded, cultured, polished and
refined; of distinguished bearing and
magnetic personality. His very
presence was so impressive and
imposing, the glance of his eagle eye
so penetrating, his conversational
powers so captivating, that
mediocrity shriveled into
insignificance at this approach. With
an indominable will and masterful
personality, he was always the
dictator and the autocrat.
He was a man of broad sympathies
and of generous and kindly nature.
He distributed his bounty broadcast,
and no person in need, whether
medical or financial, ever appealed
to him in vain. He once remarked that
were he a rich man there would not
be a poor man in Pasquotank
County. Doubtless this was true. Not
only medicine but other necessities
were distributed among his patients
and neighbors who needed
assistance. His big, warm heart was
easily touched by suffering humanity,
and he literally gave himself and
what he possessed for the relief of his
fellowmen.

On November 25, 1856, William Gaskins Pool
married a cousin, Mary Lavinia Pool (18361892), daughter of Joseph Hosea Pool and
Anne Elizabeth Proctor,

Mary’s father was the owner of a large
plantation near Elizabeth City. His plantation
relied heavily upon slaves for the annual
harvest of cotton. When the Civil War broke
out, he knew that the outcome would
determine his future in local commerce. There
was no way he could continue to operate a
profitable cotton business without slave labor.
Therefore, he invested heavily in the South’s
military efforts to leave the Union. Joseph Pool
supported the war chest with virtually all he
had to give. When the Confederacy was
defeated, Pool’s wealth and community
standing were ruined as well. His crops were
destined to lie in waste in the fields. It is said
that he took his own life with a pistol.
At first the Civil War had no direct impact on
the Albemarle. Then, in 1862, Federal troops
were sent up the Pasquotank River from
Roanoke Island under the command of
General Ambrose E. Burnside to occupy
Elizabeth City. The residents of the county seat
set fire to their homes and fled as refugees to
13

the south and the west. The Federal troops
landed and offered to put out the fires through
the town. The county records were saved by a
quick-thinking man,
who took them by
wagon to a barn
outside of the city,
where they
remained until
hostilities ceased.
General Burnside
Burnside’s troops left
Elizabeth City with a meager force of useless,
undisciplined troops to administrate the
occupation there. The excessive treatment
which the local citizens received caused them
to take sides on the issue. Two factions formed
and divided the community (and sometimes
families): the resistance movement, called
“guerillas” and those who collaborated with
the Union troops, who were called “buffaloes.”
No love was lost between the
partisans, and each side knew well
who was on the other. There were
raids at night followed by reprisals
involving the military the following
day. “Buffaloes” were shot under
cover of darkness by their irate
neighbors; soldiers of the
occupation known to have
committed crimes against civilians
were shot on sight. Confederate
soldiers clandestinely visiting their
families were captured and hanged
by the military even though not
even suspected of having been
party to any raid. It was a gruesome
and cruel time which brought the
horrors of war into the homes of
innocent persons; and here was
engendered much of the hate

Near the site of the United States Coast Guard
Station today.

which accompanied the aftermath
of fighting.
After the war, Dr. William Pool bought a country
estate, the Eyrie, (photo, page 17) from the Shirley
family in 1871. This estate was located on a site
about eight miles outside Elizabeth City, on the
Pasquotank River.7 There is a family story
related to the Eyrie, which tells how the estate
got its name.
The story is told that William found
some eagles nesting on his property.
Eagles weren’t known to wander so
far from the Dismal Swamp, which
was a local haven for such wildlife.
The Doctor left these eagles in
peace and they stayed. The eagles
intrigued William, who often strolled
the grounds just to observe them
atop the tree. One day, William
noticed that the eagles had moved
their nest from one tree to another.
Soon thereafter the tree which the
eagles had recently abandoned
was struck down by lightning. The
foresight of the eagles so moved Dr.
Pool that he built on the very site
where the tree had stood, and
names his new country estate after
an eagles’ nest, The Eyrie.
The less romantic side of the story is
that the eagles flourished on the
Pool property, so much so that they
began to hunt the Pool neighbors’
small livestock. His neighbors
became annoyed and they
complained to Pool, but he
stubbornly refused to get rid of the
burdensome birds. When the eagles
started stealing chickens regularly
and killing newborn lambs, however,

7
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Pool was unable to calm the local
farmers. With guns in hand, the locals
gathered one morning to raid the
Pool estate and kill the eagles. But
here the romance returns to the
story, for the eagles once again, with
great foresight, had abandoned
their nests before the danger struck.
The eagles left, never to return.

Proctor Pool, thus freeing the monies from her
aunt.

Once wed, Proctor began working in a grocery
store in Elizabeth City. They started their family
immediately, with Mary Moresa Pool (18901983) the first born. They lived in Pasquotank
County for over fifteen years. Then, around the
turn of the century the Cobb Bank, a local
institution of significant importance to the
It was on the Eyrie that William Gaskins Pool
community, closed its doors, taking the Pool’s
and Mary Lavinia Pool (often called Miss
inheritance money and savings along with it.
Vinney) raised their nine children. Upon
The bank
reaching adulthood, each child was given 125 failure had a
acres and a slave. One of their offspring was
serious impact
8
Proctor Gaskins Pool, who was named in honor economically
of his grandmothers, Anne Proctor and Martha on the area.10
During 1906,
Gaskins.
the Pool’s
In 1889 Proctor married Sarah “Sallie” Moresa
house “burnt
Rodgers,9 daughter of Joseph and Catherine
to the
(nee Sivils) Rodgers. Sarah, who was born and
ground” in a
raised on a farm in Princess Anne County,
chimney fire.
Virginia, (near the present day Seatack section
A negro slave
of Virginia Beach,) lost both of her parents to a
came to door
consumption type illness by the time she was
and asked
fourteen years old. So, until Sarah would either
Proctor Gaskins Pool and family.
Proctor if he
reach the age of majority or marry she was to
“knew his house was afire?” Proctor and his
be under the care of an aunt who lived
daughters, Moresa and Hattie (Hattie Pearson
southward, in Elizabeth City, North Carolina. This
Pool, 1898-1946) were at dinner. Moresa had a
woman, who boarded and educated Sarah,
broken leg and had to be helped from the
regularly drew on the inheritance Sarah
house.
received from her parents, which was
accessible by the aunt to defray her expenses
in raising the child. Many exaggerated and
fabricated claims were apparently made
against the funds by the aunt, and Sarah was
helpless to halt the abuses. Therefore, to
preserve what funds were left by her
seventeenth year, Sarah courted and wed

Proctor Gaskins Pool (1867-1937) and Sarah
Moresa Rodgers were Charlie Gaskins Pool’s
parents and Laura’s paternal grandparents.
9 A family story relates that the name “Moresa”
came from a ship that sank off of the Virginia Beach
8

Coast the day Sarah was born. We have not yet
documented that.
10 Several family members today have frying pans
that were among the few items that survived that
fire.
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By 1907, the Pools decided to move north to
South Norfolk,11 Virginia, where jobs were
available in industry. Proctor was employed by
the U. S. Government at St. Julian’s Creek in a
naval munitions plant there. Both lived the
remainder of their lives in South Norfolk. They
had seven children but only four reached
adulthood. Proctor is said to have been the last
of the Pools to sell his land in North Carolina.
The property was supposedly purchased by the
U.S. Government. The beautiful elms were cut
down and the manor house destroyed.

Bettie Freshwater Pool was a daughter of
George Decatur Pool and Elizabeth Fletcher.
She was a teacher, writer, and novelist in
Elizabeth City for many years. While still an
infant, Bettie Pool was permanently disfigured
when a nurse dropped her, and as a result she
was unable to attend college. She received
her education at a school on the family
plantation. Among other publications Bettie
wrote “Carolina, A Song’ which was very well
received and was once nominated to be the

Solomon Irving Pool (1869-1948) was the
youngest of Dr. Pool’s sons. He married Mary
Elizabeth (Bessie) Mills in Washington, D.C. in
1894. They had two children: Ralph Irving Pool
(1994-1970) and a daughter, Mildred (18981973).
Ralph Pool was born at the Eyrie. He
graduated in 1913 from the Elizabeth City
Graded School. He attended the University of
North Carolina and taught school in
Pasquotank County for six years. Later he
moved into the field of journalism and worked
for W.O. Saunders, publisher of The
Independent in Elizabeth City and later the
Daily Advance. He held the position of news
editor of the Virginian Pilot, beginning in 1922.

Ralph Pool and wife, Irma (nee Winslow), with son, John.

state song. She is most recognized as author of
Literature in the Albemarle, a collection of
literary works of local writers published in 1910.
Ralph Pool is one of the writers listed in Bettie
Freshwater Pool’s book and was described by
her as “The boy poet of Pasquotank.” That
book includes a collection of his poetry. Ralph
married Irma Winslow (1906-1997). They had
two sons: William (1926-1981) and John (19272009).

Ralph Pool interviewing Amelia Earhart (circa 1930).
Among other notables, he also interviewed Charles
Lindbergh.

Today, South Norfolk is part of the city of
Chesapeake, Virginia.

Two of Bettie’s brothers, Walter Freshwater Pool
and Judge Charles Carroll Pool, were
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prominent Republicans in the state and were
candidates for Congress.
In addition to his other accomplishments, Dr.
William Gaskins Pool is often cited in the
literature for two reasons. For one thing, he
built the first ocean front
cottage at Nags Head.
Second, a portrait came into
his possession that is widely
believed to be of Theodosia
Burr,12 Arron Burr’s daughter. In
a future newsletter, we’ll talk more about both
of these activities.

Dr. William G. Pool’s
medical instruments (from
the collection of Laura Pool
Ostrander)
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Originaly this was the home of George Decatur Pool in
Elizabeth City. Current owners opened the house for the
Elizabeth City Ghost Tour. (Circa 2005)

The Eyrie … home of William Gaskins Pool. The Eyrie was
located on or near the site of the present day United
States Coast Guard Station in Elizabeth City. The house
was destroyed by fire.

Interior of George Decatur Pool home in Elizabeth City.
Current owners opened the house for the Elizabeth City
Ghost Tour. (Circa 2005)

This painting is scheduled to be on display at the
Museum of the Albemarle in Elizabeth City for six
months, beginning August 2017. It is currently
12

housed at the Lewis Walpole Library at Yale
University.

2017 Marks
Albemarle Genealogical
Society’s 35th Year
2017 AGS Meeting Dates & Programs
For additional details, see the AGS Website.
Saturday, January 14
Business Meeting & Program
North Carolina Genealogy Research and
Overview of DNA for Genealogy by Diane L.
Richard, Professional Genealogist
Saturday, April 8
Business Meeting & Program
Photos From the Past: A Look at Currituck
Photographs at the Outer Banks History
Center presentation by Tama Creef,
Outer Banks History Center
Wednesday, July 12
Business Meeting & Program
Genealogy Assistance Night
with Genealogist Janeth Murphy, Currituck
County Library Manager Dorothy Hocutt, and
Dare County Reference Librarian Naomi
Rhodes
Saturday, October 14
Business Meeting & Program
Basic Military Research and Researching Your Civil War
Ancestors with Craig R. Scott, Certified
Genealogist
Saturday December 9
Program - Hammering at the Brick Wall:
Strategies to Overcome Your Genealogical Research
Obstacles Presentation by Janeth L. Murphy,
Genealogist

The Currituck County Public Library Genealogy
Club meets at the Currituck Public Library in Barco.
The next meetings are Monday, July 10th and
Monday, August 7th at 1:00 a.m. Registration is
requested, but not required to attend. Join this
informal group of genealogy
enthusiasts who share research
methods and findings. For further
details, see the AGS website, contact the
Currituck County Public Library [252-4538345] or send an email to Dorothy Hocutt
at dhocutt@earlibrary.org.

NCGS Recorded Webinar
August 4-7, 2017 (Free)
3:00 – 4:00 p.m.

“Freedman’s Bureau Records”
by Diane L. Richard
See NCGS website for other recorded webinars:
http://www.ncgenealogy.org/menu-member-webinars

NCGS Live Webinar
September 6, 2017
7:00 – 8:00 p.m.

“Orphans & Scholars: Genealogical Records Concerning
Children”
by Victor Jones, Jr.
See NCGS website for other webinars:
http://www.ncgenealogy.org/menu-member-webinars

NCGS Fall Workshop
October 28, 2017
Raleigh

The event held annually by NCGS in the fall
transforms into a conference format this year
with the addition of multiple speakers and
concurrent sessions. Speakers include Dr.
Deborah Abbott, Jeffrey Haines, CG and Craig
Roberts Scott, CG. An expanded exhibitor area
will provide space for more vendors offering
books and other products useful for
genealogists.
https://www.ncgenealogy.org/event/2017-fallworkshop-annual-meeting/

Subscribe to the free, bi-monthly NCGS News to
get the latest information about this event and
all the important news from the North Carolina
Genealogical Society.

18

NCGS Live Webinar
October 6, 2017 & October 9, 2017

southward into what became Albemarle in the
mid-1600s to form small settlements.

12:00 a.m.

“ North Carolina Taxes: People, Places, Time &
Delinquency”
by J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
See NCGS website for other webinars:

In 1668, Albemarle was divided into four
precincts: Currituck, Pasquotank, Perquimans and
Chowan.

http://www.ncgenealogy.org/menu-member-webinars

The four original counties took their names from
American Indian languages. “Currituck” was
derived from an Algonquin term meaning “land
of the wild goose.” “Pasquotank” meant “land
where the stream forked.” Perquimans and
Chowan were named for local tribes.
The group that is planning the 350th Anniversary
celebration has a meeting on July 24 at the
Museum of the Albemarle in Elizabeth City, if
anyone would like to attend.

Museum of the Albemarle
Another Big Anniversary Coming …
No, it’s not AGS this time. It’s Albemarle and all
the NC counties that were part of what was once
known as Albemarle. 2018, marks Albemarle’s
350th anniversary. Historians in four counties are
making plans to celebrate. Currituck,
Pasquotank, Perquimans and Chowan counties
represent the beginnings of local government in
what would become North Carolina
“The history of this region is the history of North
Carolina,” said Currituck County historian Barbara
Snowden,13 who is leading the anniversary effort.
Organizers plan, among other things, a traveling
exhibit and commemorative ceremony at the
Museum of the Albemarle in Elizabeth City.
Participants will be able to pick up a passport
booklet that can be stamped at sites throughout
the region, Snowden said. The big thing, she says,
is “We are bringing the Original charter to the
Museum on May 11 & 12, 2018.”
Albemarle County was part of a vast land area
known as Carolina, which stretched from Virginia
into what is now Florida. Virginians migrated

13

Barbara Snowden is an AGS Charter Member.

Our Story: Life in the Albemarle is a current
exhibit at the Museum of the Albemarle.
Albemarle is a unique place—half land, half
water. The ever-changing relationship with the
water has defined the way of life here. Water is
both a highway and a barrier, a source of
livelihood and a source of inspiration. The story
of this place is Our Story, a tale of how this
community has adapted to challenges and
opportunities of our unusual home. This is a
long-term exhibit with no closing date.
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Contact Us

Albemarle Genealogical Society
P. O. Box 2931, Elizabeth City, North Carolina, 27906-2931
Carol White

AGS President

agsnc.cwhite@gmail.com

Dorothy Hocutt

AGS Vice President,
Research
Assistance-Currituck

252-453-8345

Naomi Rhodes

252-441-4331

Newell Cannon

AGS Programs and
Marketing
Research
Assistance-Dare;
AGS Treasurer

Laura Ostrander

AGS Secretary

Laura Ostrander, Editor
Marcia Hawkins

AGS Newsletter
Committee

dhocutt@earlibrary.org

nrhodes@earlibrary.org

agsnc.treasurer@gmail.com
agsncnewsletter@gmail.com
1469 Thistlewood Lane
Chesapeake, VA 23320

agsncnewsletter@gmail.com

Mission Statement
The Albemarle Genealogical Society was founded in January 1982 to aid individuals
in their genealogical research and in the compilation of their family histories. The
society, serving Currituck and Dare Counties, attempts to create an interest in
genealogy, to gather and preserve genealogical and historical data, and to provide
genealogical resource information to any interested individuals.
Cut & Mail … Share with Friends

I want to _____Join _____Rejoin the Albemarle Genealogical Society.
Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________ Email: ______________________________________________
Surname(s) Researching: _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Send membership form, along with a check for $20 made payable to AGS to: AGS, P.O. Box 2931,
Elizabeth City, NC 27906-2931
By joining AGS, you are consenting to the use of your photograph, likeness, or image in the AGS Newsletter and other AGS publications when
attending AGS meetings and other functions. If you do not want your image used, please tell the photographer.
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