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President’s Message

Breaking News … Breaking News … Breaking News … Breaking
News … Breaking News … Breaking News … Breaking News …
Everywhere we turn these days we’re bombarded with news. Good news, bad news,
“fake news,” old news and new news! I am excited to report that I have Breaking
News!
We were just notified that Albemarle Genealogical Society Charter member, Lois
Johnson Meekins, has been selected as the recipient of the North Carolina
Genealogical Society’s 2017 “Award for Outstanding Contribution to North Carolina
Genealogy.” Lois was recognized for her “longtime genealogical contributions greatly
enhancing the study of family history in our state.” Her research and publications
provided invaluable information for genealogists. Her dedication and work for AGS
over many years unquestionably makes her deserving of this honor.
And … there is even more Breaking News! The Albemarle Genealogical Society
Newsletter has been selected to receive the North Carolina Genealogical Society’s
2017 “Award for Excellence in Periodical Publishing” for a newsletter published by a
local North Carolina genealogical society. Laura Ostrander and Marcia Hawkins have
spent many hours researching, designing and publishing the AGS Newsletter. It helps
everyone expand their knowledge and offers opportunities to build family trees and
gain better understanding of what is happening in our society. Members near and far
stay in touch through the newsletter.
These awards will be presented during the NCGS Annual Meeting on October 28,
2017, in Raleigh.
What an amazing accomplishment … for our organization to be recognized by NCGS
with two special honors. This is particularly noteworthy for AGS during the 35th
Anniversary year. Congratulations to Lois, Laura and Marcia for their dedication and
hard work.
I am proud to be a member of AGS and it is a pleasure to be able to give you such
awesome Breaking News.
Carol Etheridge White, President

Breaking News … Breaking News … Breaking News … Breaking
News … Breaking News … Breaking News … Breaking News …
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Business Meeting & Program
Saturday, October 14, 2017 10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
Currituck Library – Barco, NC
Program

Basic Military Research & Researching
Your Civil War Ancestors
Craig R. Scott, Certified Genealogist
Saturday, December 9, 2017 10:30 – 11:30 A.M.
Currituck Library – Barco, NC
Special Program

Hammering at the Brick Wall: Strategies
to Overcome Your Genealogical
Research Obstacles
Janeth L. Murphy, Genealogist
See page 4 for more information about both programs.

AGS Website www.agsnc.org
Each AGS member should have received a
username and password giving access to the
members-only section. If you need help,
contact Naomi Rhodes.
Publication Date for the Next AGS Newsletter is
January 2018
Notice: Due to increase color printing costs,
AGS Newsletters that are sent via U.S. Mail are
sent as black & white copies. Email copies will
continue to be in color. Color copies are
always available on the AGS Website (see
above) and can be viewed at any public
library and many other locations.

Agenda
I. Secretary’s Report and Approval of July 12
AGS Meeting Minutes (Minutes are posted on
the AGS Website, Member Section; please
review.)
II. Treasurer’s Report and Approval
III. Old Business
IV. New Business
V. Program
VI. Next Meeting December 9, 2017

2017 Program Schedule
Saturday, January 14
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 p.m.-1:00 p.m. North Carolina Genealogy
Research & Overview of DNA for Genealogy by
Diane L. Richard, PG
Saturday, April 8
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 a.m.-11:30 p.m. Photos From the Past: A
Look at Currituck Photographs at the Outer
Banks History Center
11:30 a.m.-12:30 35th Anniversary Celebration
Wednesday, July 12
7:00-7:15 p.m. Business
7:15-9:00 p.m. Genealogy Assistance Night
Saturday, October 14
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Basic Military Research &
Researching Your Civil War Ancestors by Craig
R. Scott, CG
Saturday December 9
10:30-11:30 a.m. Hammering at the Brick Wall:
Strategies to Overcome Your Genealogical
Research Obstacles by Janeth L. Murphy PG

2018 Meeting Dates
Saturday, January 13
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 p.m.-1:00 p.m. Antiques Roadshow with
James Oglesby (Each member can bring one
family heirloom for appraisal.)
Saturday, April 14
Wednesday, July 11
Saturday, October 13

All Albemarle Genealogical Society meetings are
free and open to the public. Please join us if you
share an interest in genealogy. Meetings are held
at the Currituck County Library, Barco, NC, unless
otherwise announced.

Basic Military Research and
Researching Your Civil War Ancestors
Certified Genealogist
Craig Scott first became
interested in genealogy
when he was a
teenager. After fifteen
years of occasional
forays into courthouses
and archives he learned
that he was doing it all
wrong. His mission to
learn to do it right began
in 1985 when he first
joined the National

Hammering at the Brick Wall:
Strategies to Overcome Your
Genealogical Research Obstacles
Janeth Murphey is the presenter for the AGS
special December 9TH program, Murphey
discusses strategies to overcome obstacles
encountered when your family history research hits
a dead-end or “brick wall.” A Q & A period follows
the presentation.

Murphey is a
member of the
Association of
Professional
Genealogists.
Craig R. Scott, CG
She is a graduate
of the Boston
Genealogical Society.
University
Following a twenty-year career in the U.S. Navy
Genealogical
and a short stint as a Washington, D.C. consultant
Janeth L. Murphey, PG
Research Program,
Scott started his professional genealogical career
the National Genealogical Society’s Graded
as a researcher in the Washington, D.C. area. He
began lecturing at national conferences in 1990, Study Course and the National Institute for
Genealogical Research (National Archives).
became an author in 1992 and owned his own
publishing company in 1995. Though various
Murphy has presented to numerous local
acquisitions his company became Heritage
genealogical societies. She chaired the 2013
Books, Inc. Today Heritage Books, Inc. is a leading AGS Genealogy Conference and was also a
genealogical publishing firm with more than 5,100 speaker. She specializes in Native American
titles in print. Scott continues to spend many
Genealogy (Six Nations) and Civil War Records.
weeks and weekends on the road lecturing and
Murphey is a staff member at the Currituck
speaking at genealogical institutes and society
County Public Library in Barco.
meetings.
A researcher for more than thirty years, Scott
specializes in the records of the National Archives,
problem solving and publishing. He was awarded
the Grahame T. Smallwood, Jr. Award by APG in
2008 and the UGA Silver Tray Award in 2009. A
nationally known lecturer and educator, he has
appeared on the Ancestry Show and the
MacNeil Lehrer News Hour.
Program, October 14
Craig Scott’s presentation for AGS includes
information on learning how to begin your
research for Union and Confederate military
service by understanding what records are
available, finding where they are available and
determining how to use them effectively. He
also discusses the records created during the
War and the records created after the War.

Genealogy Assistance Night

One again the AGS July meeting provided
members with an opportunity to get one-on-one
support. Genealogist Janeth Murphy, Dorothy
Hocutt, Research Assistant at the Currituck
Library and Naomi Rhodes, Dare County
Research Assistant, shared their expertise and
helped participants to explore individual
research issues. Additionally, all library print and
media resources were at our disposal.
Fifteen members and guests took advantage of
this opportunity. Let us know if you would like
Genealogy Assistance Night to be an annual
AGS July program. It is a great time to bring
questions and perhaps unravel some impasses.
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Genealogist on Retainer
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by Marcia Hawkins and Laura Ostrander

Albemarle Genealogical Society must be the most
capable family history group anywhere! We have no
brick walls … no problems, no dilemmas, no
unanswered questions, no missing ancestors and no
family mysteries. We are all experts! That’s wonderful to
hear. But, of course is isn’t true. So, what led us to this
flawed conclusion?
AGS members currently have access to one of
the most innovative genealogy benefits found
anywhere. But we are not taking advantage of
it. A Genealogist on Retainer is part of our 35th
Anniversary Celebration and it’s a perk rarely
offered.
Certified
Genealogist,
Margo Fariss
Brewer is
available to help
you with your
family research …
for free!
She will not do the
research; that’s
still your job. What
she can do is
Margo Fariss Brewer, AGS 2017 Genealogist
review your
on Retainer
research and
perhaps steer you in a new direction.
The question we asked is, “Why are the members
not requesting Margo Fariss Brewer’s help?”
Eventually we concluded that AGS membership
probably falls into three categories:
1. Long-time members who have
developed their family tree and
feel their research is “done.”

Note: Marcia Hawkins is a very experienced
genealogist. Laura Ostrander is a novice and still
has a lot to learn.
1

2. Inexperienced members who are reluctant to
seek help; perhaps fearful of asking “dumb”
question.
3. Knowledgeable and beginning researchers
who are simply not organized enough to
request help and/or intended to do it but
have procrastinated and are letting this
opportunity slip away.
The biggest problem we see is that many of us
simply do not know how to present a problem.
We don’t know how to get started.
We1 have missing ancestors and we need help.
We decided to use a case study approach that
(hopefully) can become a model for others
who want assistance but are not sure how to go
about asking for it.
We are summarizing our research and stating
the problem to the best of our current ability.
Next, we’ll send Margo Brewer our draft data
files2 and ask her to help us present it in a better
way. We’ll keep you in the loop every step of
the way and we’ll share what she tells us.
Initially, we are only seeking help presenting the
problem. Once we have some direction, we’ll
try to get assistance solving our original
dilemmas. By the way, Margo Brewer has
generously offered to extend the Genealogist
on Retainer program into next year, so you still
have time to take advantage of her expertise.

Copies of our data files are being sent with this
Newsletter. They will also be posted on the AGS
Website: www.agsnc.org
2

Dr. Pool and The Nags Head Portrait
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by Laura Pool Ostrander

The July 2017 issue of the AGS Newsletter
included an article about “The Pool Family of
Pasquotank.” Dr. William Gaskins Pool3 was one
focus of that article. We told you that in addition
to his other accomplishments, Dr. Pool is often
cited in the literature for two reasons. For one
thing, he built the first oceanfront cottage at
Nags Head. Additionally, a portrait came into his
possession that is widely believed to be
Theodosia Burr, Aaron Burr’s daughter. In this
issue, we want to talk more about these activities.

purchased 50 acres of land from the Midgett
family for $30 in 1866. He soon sold a lot to Kate
Overman, the wife of a friend, for $1 and
subsequently sold lots to wives of other friends
including Henrietta Fearing, Florence Grandy and

“The Unpainted Aristocracy”

to his brother, George Decatur Pool. Some of the
houses built on these lots survived, however Dr.
Pool’s house burned down during the 1920s.
Many of the houses were moved away from the
eroding shoreline following hurricanes in 1917,
1918 and 1933. The structures are defined by gray
exteriors the color of driftwood, sweeping
porches, shutters, and gable roofs.

Slightly east of Jockey’s Ridge there is a one-mile
stretch of oceanfront land (on the beach road) in
Nags Head where a group of rambling frame
houses known as “The Unpainted Aristocracy” are
found.4 The houses were built just after the Civil
War. The original owners were professionals,
merchants and planters from the Albemarle
region of North Carolina and Virginia. Today
many of the cottages remain in the hands of their
descendants.
Nags Head has been a popular resort since the
early 19th century. In the beginning, however,
development was mostly on the Albemarle
Sound side. Dr. Pool is credited as the first person
to build a house on the oceanfront. He
Dr. William Gaskins Pool [1829-1887] was my greatgrandfather. He was a physician in Elizabeth City.
3

Houses along Nags Heads’ historic “Cottage
Row” have been listed on the National Register of
Historic Places since 1977. The original “Unpainted

The houses can be viewed on Virginia Dare Trail …
house numbers include 4001-4215.
4

Aristocracy” makes up the heart of “Cottage
Row.”
The Nags Head Portrait
During 1869, while on vacation in Nags Head, Dr.
Pool was called to the bedside of a sick old
woman named Polly Mann. She lived in a nearby
shack. His daughter, Anna,5 accompanied him.
They were drawn to a portrait on the wall that
Anna described as “a beautiful young woman
about twenty-five years of age.” In subsequent
visits they questioned Mann
about the painting.

although often absent, took great interest in her
7
education providing instruction in reading,
literature, philosophy, music, Latin, Greek, dance,
art, math and riding. Burr monitored every aspect
of her development.
During 1794, her mother died of cancer after a
long illness. Theo was eleven. By the time she was
fourteen she served as hostess at Richmond Hill,
the Burr mansion in Greenwich Village. Their
hospitality was renown. After her mother’s death,
Theo became Aaron Burr’s treasured companion
and counselor.
In the political
campaign of
1800, Burr lost to
Thomas Jefferson
by three votes,
thus becoming
vice president.
Theo was 17 and
had a bevy of
suitors including
Washington
Irving,

She told them that her deceased
husband, Joseph Tillett, was a
“wrecker” who scavenged ships
that washed up on the shores of
the Outer Banks. She claimed
that decades before, he and his
friends had come upon a
scuttled, empty schooner near
Kitty Hawk. In one cabin they
found many fine items, including
the portrait and some dresses,
which were now in her
possession.

That summer 22year old Joseph
Alston of South
Carolina came
to New York.
Alston was the
son of Colonel
William Alston,
one of the most
well-known

Dr. Pool believed his initial hunch
was correct. He was staring at a
portrait of the long-vanished
Theodosia Burr Alston. Could this
portrait hold the key to her fate at
sea?
Theodosia Burr, Prodigy
Theodosia was born on June 20, 1783 in Albany,
NY. the only child of Aaron Burr. Her mother was
Theodosia Bartow Prevost, the widow of a British
officer.
Mrs. Burr was some ten years older than her
husband. But in his eyes, she had “unusual
brilliance of mind and elegance of manners.” She
was widely read in literature and philosophy and
loved books and art. She was not beautiful, was
slightly disfigured, and had little material wealth.
Burr was devoted to her.
By the time she was three, Theo, as they called
her, was the darling of the family. At the age of
ten, she had a host of tutors and her father,
Anna Louise Pool Overman [1858-1937]. Anna is
my great-aunt.
5

planters and slave holders
in the state. He was a fine
young man, popular and
very talented. He was
immediately smitten with
Theo.
They were married in
Albany and were the first
couple on record to
honeymoon at Niagara
Falls. Afterwards they went
Joseph Alston
to Washington to see
Aaron Burr inaugurated as vice president, then
traveled to South Carolina.

Theo adored her husband and they were very
happy. She was received with open arms in
Charleston. Their only child, Aaron Burr Alston,
was born May 1802. Theo took him to New York to
meet his grandfather almost immediately. They
stayed five months.

land travel to New York. They decided she
would travel in a fast-moving ship.
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The War of 1812 broke out in June between the
United States and Great Britain. Alston was sworn
in as Governor of South Carolina on December
10. As head of the state militia, he could not
Theodosia Burr Alston experienced some
leave the state. Aaron Burr sent Timothy Green,
complications during the birth of her son, suffering an old friend, to accompany Theo on the
from a prolapsed uterus. Her health began to
voyage. Green had some medical experience.
decline. She experienced nervous tension and a
On December 31, 1812, Alston put his wife
general apathy. She and young “Gampy,” as her
aboard the schooner Patriot in Georgetown,
son was called, made several trips to New York
South Carolina. The Patriot was a famously fast
but the spas did her no good and the travel
sailing ship originally built as a pilot boat. She
exhausted her.
served as a privateer during the war and was
By the spring of 1803 she was dreadfully ill. In a
commissioned by the United States government
letter to her husband, she wrote, “I have now
to prey on English shipping. The Patriot was
abandoned all hope of recovery … you must
refitted in December in Georgetown, her guns
bear with a sick wife the rest of her life.”
dismounted and hidden below decks. Her name
was painted over and any indication of recent
In July 1804, she got word that
activity was entirely erased. The schooner's
her father had quarreled with
captain, William Overstocks, desired to make a
Alexander Hamilton over
rapid run to New York with his cargo; it is likely
some embarrassing letters,
that the ship was laden with the proceeds from its
called him out for a duel and
privateering raids.
shot him. Burr resigned from
office and practically
Neither the Patriot nor any of her passengers
became a fugitive, later
were ever heard from again. Joseph Alston died
cooking up an elaborate
three years later at the age of 37.
scheme that would make him
Aaron Burr, 1803
emperor of Mexico. Ultimately What happened to Theodosia?
congress accused him of
treason, saying he planned to overthrow the U.S. Immediately following the Patriot's
disappearance, rumors surfaced. The most
Government. He was indicted and put in the
persistence was that the Patriot had been
State Penitentiary in Richmond.
captured by pirates or that something had
In spite of Theo’s illness, the Alston family went to
occurred near Cape Hatteras, notorious for the
be with him, moving into a nearby house and
wreckers who lured ships into danger.
soon began to entertain. She is said to have won
more friends for Burr than any of his attorneys. He The ocean voyage from South Carolina to New
York normally took five or six days. After two
was acquitted and traveled abroad, staying
weeks passed with no sign of Theodosia or the
away four years.
ship, Joseph Alston and Aaron Burr became
Aaron Burr Alston succumbed to malaria and
frantic. Alston wrote, “Another mail and still no
died on June 30, 1812, at age ten. The resulting
letter! I hear rumors of a gale off Cape Hatteras
grief affected Theo’s health to the point of
at the beginning of the month. The state of my
stopping her from going to New York to be with
mind is dreadful!”
her father when he returned from Europe in July
In New York, Theodosia’s father refused to credit
1812. Unable to join him, she had to wait until
any of the rumors of her possible capture,
December to make the journey.
choosing to believe that she died at sea. When a
Disappearance at Sea
friend offered hope that Theodosia was still alive,
Burr replied, “No, no, she is indeed dead. Were
Theo was anxious to see her father and he was
she still alive, all the prisons in the world could not
equally anxious to see her but Joseph Alston did
keep her from her father.” But the rumors
not think his wife could withstand the rigors of

endured long after his death. Around 1850, more
substantial "explanations" of the mystery surfaced,
often alleging to come from deathbed
confessions of sailors and executed criminals.
• One story considered somewhat plausible is

that the Patriot had fallen prey to the
wreckers known as the Carolina "bankers."
The bankers populated the areas near Nags
Head, pirating wrecks and murdering
passengers and crews. When the sea did
not serve up wrecks for their plunder, they
lured ships onto the shoals. On stormy nights
the bankers would hobble a horse, tie a
lantern around the animal's neck, and walk
it up and down the beach. Sailors at sea
could not distinguish the flickering light from
that of a ship securely anchored. Often,
they steered toward shore to find shelter.
Instead they wrecked on the banks. In
relation to this, a Mr. J.A. Elliott of Norfolk,
Virginia, made a statement in 1910 that in
the early part of 1813, the dead body of a
young woman "with every indication of
refinement" had been washed ashore at
Cape Charles, and had been buried on her
finder's farm.
• A Charleston paper claimed that

documents discovered in the State archives
in Mobile, Alabama, said that the Patriot
had been captured by a pirate vessel and
that every person on board had been
murdered, including "a woman who was
obviously a noblewoman or a lady of high
birth.”
• The most romantic legend concerning

Theodosia’s fate involves piracy and an
Indian chief on the Texas Gulf Coast. Settlers
testified that a warrior wearing a gold locket
inscribed "Theodosia” claimed that after a
terrible storm, he found a ship wrecked.
Hearing a faint cry, he boarded the hulk
and found a white woman, naked except
for the gold locket, chained to a bulkhead
by her ankle. The woman fainted on seeing
him, and he managed to pull her free and
carry her to the shore. When she came to,
she told him that she was the daughter of a
great chief of the white men, who was
misunderstood by his people and had to
leave his country. She gave him the locket
and told him that if he ever met white men,
he was to show them the locket and tell

them the story, and then she died in his
arms.
• Another myth about her fate traces its

origin to a1872 novel where one chapter
was devoted to a confession by the pirate
Dominique Youx. Youx claimed to have
captured the Patriot after discovering it
floundering off Cape Hatteras following a
storm. Youx and his men murdered the
crew and Theodosia was made to walk the
plank: "She stepped on it and descended
into the sea with graceful composure, as if
she had been alighting from a carriage,
She sank, and rising again with an
indescribable smile of angelic sweetness,
waved her hand as if she meant to say:
'Farewell, and thanks again'; and then sank
forever. An alleged shipmate of Youx
claimed that the pirates left most of Alston's
clothing untouched, as well as a portrait of
her. Later, a wrecker discovered the
deserted ship and one of them carried the
painting and clothing ashore. A legend
later arose in Bald Head Island that
Theodosia roams the beaches searching for
the painting.
• In 1869, physician William G. Pool treated

Polly Mann, an elderly woman in Nag's
Head, North Carolina, and noticed an
unusually expensive-appearing oil painting
on her wall. Mann gave it to him as
payment for treating her, and claimed that
when she was young, her first husband had
discovered it on a wrecked ship during the
War of 1812. Pool became convinced the
portrait was of Theodosia, and contacted
members of her family, some of whom
agreed, though Pool conceded that they
"cannot say positively if it was her" because
none of them had ever seen her. Mary
Alston Pringle, who had been Alston's sisterin-law, was the only person contacted by
Pool who had actually known Theodosia,
and Pringle could not recognize the
painting as a portrait of her.
• A popular (though very improbable) local

story in Alexandria, Virginia, suggests that
Theodosia may have been the Mysterious
Female Stranger who died in Alexandria at
Gadsby's Tavern on October 14, 1816. She
was buried in St. Paul's Cemetery with a
gravestone inscription that begins: "To the
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memory of a / FEMALE STRANGER / whose
mortal sufferings terminated / on the 14th
day of October 1816 / Aged 23 years and 8
months."
Summary
Theodosia Burr was last seen in South Carolina on
December 31,1812. My great-grandfather
acquired the painting in 1869 … some 57 years
later. He was convinced it was Theodosia and
spent the rest of his life trying to authenticate that
it was indeed, the missing Mrs. Alston. By that
time, there was virtually no one alive who could
positively ID the painting.

• Subsequently, the painting stayed in
10
New York for a time. Today, it has a
0
permanent home at the Louis Walpole
Library on the campus of Yale University in
Connecticut. Presently, it is on loan to the
Museum of the Albemarle in Elizabeth City.
It can be viewed there until February 5,
2018.

As you might imagine, there are many stories in
my family surrounding the painting. Here’s what I
believe to be true:
• Dr. Pool is reported to be an intelligent and
honorable man. No one has ever
questioned his story about how he
acquired the painting. After his death, the
painting passed to Anna Pool Overman,
the daughter who was with him when he
first treated Polly Mann.
• Theodosia Burr Alston’s was one of the most
well-known women of her day. The
disappearance was covered widely in the
press. More than 1,500 articles, spanning
more than a century are currently on the
Newspaper.com website. Some report on
the loss of the Patriot; others offer
explanations (mostly rumors) of what
happened. It is very probable, given Dr.
Pool’s standing, that he would be familiar
with the story.

Dr. William Gaskins Pool (This painting currently hangs
at the home of Mark Pool, Wilmington, NC.)

• Marjorie Lavinia [Pool] Harrell, was my
father’s youngest sister. She died February
2011, in Jacksonville Beach, FL, nine days
before celebrating her 100th birthday. She
told me of seeing the painting hanging in
the entryway of Anna’s home on Church
Street in Elizabeth City when she was a
child. On the opposite wall paintings of Dr.
Pool and his wife, Mary Lavinia Pool were
hanging. Because Marjorie was named
after “Miss Vinny,” she was fascinated by
the portraits.
• After Anna’s death in 1937, Marjorie said
that her husband, John Overman, sold the
painting and it left the Pool family for good.

Mary Lavinia [Pool] Pool, “Miss Vinny” (This painting
currently hangs at the home of Betty Maxwell Pool,
Quintom, VA.) William Gaskins Pool and Mary Lavinia
Pool were distant cousins.

Is the painting Theodosia Burr Alston?
I’ll let you weigh the evidence and decide for
yourself. The paintings and drawings on this page
are known to be of Theodosia. Compare them
to The Nags Head Portrait and draw your own
conclusions.
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“The history of this region is the history of
12
North Carolina,” said Currituck County
0
historian Barbara Snowden,6 who is leading
the anniversary effort.

Albemarle 350th Anniversary

Organizers plan, among
other things, a traveling
exhibit and a ceremony at
the Museum of the
Albemarle in Elizabeth City.
Participants will be able to
pick up a passport booklet
that can be stamped at sites
throughout the region.
Snowden says that every
fourth and seventh grader is
to receive a Passport.

“Know ye, that we of our further grace, certain
knowledge, and meer motion, have thought fit
to erect the same tract of ground, county, and
island, into a province, and out of the fulness of
our royal power and prerogative, we do, for us,
our heirs and successors, erect, incorporate and
ordain the same into a province, and call it the
Province of Carolina, and so from henceforth
will have it called;” 1663 Carolina Charter

One of the most exciting
things, according to
Snowden is, “We are bringing
the Original charter to the
Museum on May 11 & 12,
2018.” It rarely leaves the
state capital.

Sixteen counties evolved from those early
beginnings.

proposed events.

Bertie
Camden
Chowan
Currituck
Edgecombe
Dare
Gates
Halifax
Hertford
Hyde
Northampton
Martin
Pasquotank
Perquimans
Tyrell

Each county is selecting two
th
Washington
passport sites for stamping
2018 marks the 350 Anniversary of
and also designing a large
Albemarle and the areas that are part of
display board representing their history. The
what was once known as Albemarle.
Historians are making plans to commemorate boards are to make up a traveling display
that will be seen at many sites and events
the occasion.
over the course of the 350th Anniversary year.
In 1668, four precincts were formed out of the
County of Albemarle, the first governmental
You can expect more communication as
unit of what would become North Carolina.
2018 nears. You will definitely want to find out
These four precincts (now counties) –
about the four-day cruise planned for May!
Currituck, Pasquotank, Perquimans and
Chowan – were later subdivided further,
For more information go to: www.350th.com.
giving rise to what we now think of as
This website is still a work in progress, but it’s a
northeastern North Carolina,
good place to stay abreast of planning and

In 2018, this region will celebrate the 350th
anniversary of the founding through a variety
of commemorative activities.
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Barbara Snowden is an AGS Charter Member.

Book Reviews
Genealogy for Dummies
By Mathew Helm, 2009
Thanks to the Internet, just about
anybody can become a crack
genealogist. Gone are the days
of hunkering down with dusty old
tomes in forbidding archives and
excruciatingly slow snail-mail
correspondence with foreign
officials and distant relations. Also
gone are the days of traveling
thousands of miles to track down
a lead on an elusive ancestor. Now, with a few clicks
of the mouse you can exchange emails with family
members around the world. You can find images of
historical documents and gain access to valuable
genealogical resources you never suspected existed.
And with the help of powerful new software you can
efficiently organize your data and use it to create
handsome genealogical charts. The fun and easy way
to become your family's historian, "Genealogy Online
For Dummies, 3rd" Edition helps you harness the power
of the Web to track down your ancestors. Now
including coverage of the latest online resources,
including the LDS FamilySearch site, this friendly guide
shows you how to zero-in on the best online sites,
search efficiently and avoid dead ends.
Genealogy Research 2017 Edition: How to Organize
the Notes, Papers, Documents, Emails, Scans,
Computer Files and Photographs for Family Research
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documents, papers, notes and photographs that you
have, you may have found that a lot of information for
your early family members can be found on the web.
You've probably noticed that it adds to your collection
of treasures with it turning into a confusing mess. The
thought of what should you do to keep organized
may be running thru your mind and you are probably
overwhelmed with feeling very disorganized.
Seriously getting organized with all of the paper and
digital treasures that are now clutter usually means
that you will most likely find that you have things you
forgot about and at some point you will realize that
you actually had information you didn't realize you
had. Organization will help eliminate errors plus show
you what information you already hold within those
treasures.
Paper files will always be a must for original
documents and they should be kept, but there is more
you may be missing concerning files, especially with
computer files. Many people rely on things they
learned YEARS ago and have NOT stepped into the
modern world allowing them to put a copy of paper
documents with each person listed on the paper but
without making more paper clutter.
The time comes to seriously get organized. What can
you do? The answers are within this book, sometimes
with options as each has their own personal
preferences. Organize and then move forward!

AGSAppointed to NC Historical Commission

By D. M. Kalten, 2017
This book is for
organization. It is not a
book to tell you what
genealogy program to
use as it is not
promoting any product
and there are many
with changes
coming. If you are
overwhelmed with all of
your paper and digital
treasures, it being more like clutter and confusion, this
book IS for you. This book will not tell you how to do
genealogy research but it will get you organized with
what you have and will find.
This is an easy read with easily understandable visuals
to get you organized with all of your notes, papers,
documents, family stories, photographs and other
items that you have and as always happens, are still
searching for. It also advises on what to do after you
are organized with some tips. Between old

AGS charter member, Barbara Snowden, was
recently appointed by Gov. Roy Cooper to the
North Carolina Historical Commission. Snowden
was sworn-in as a member of the commission by
Judge Edgar Barnes at the Currituck Judicial
Center.
Barbara Snowden is an outstanding
representative of Currituck County and a
guardian of our local and state history. She is
pictured with her husband, Wilson Snowden.

2017 Marks Albemarle
Genealogical Society’s 35th Year
2017 AGS Meeting Dates & Programs
For additional details, see the AGS
Website.
Saturday, January 14
Business Meeting & Program
North Carolina Genealogy
Research and Overview of DNA for
Genealogy by Diane L. Richard,
Professional Genealogist
Saturday, April 8
Business Meeting & Program
Photos From the Past: A Look at Currituck
Photographs at the Outer Banks History
Center presentation by Tama Creef,
Outer Banks History Center
Wednesday, July 12
Business Meeting & Program
Genealogy Assistance Night
with Genealogist Janeth Murphy, Currituck
County Library Manager Dorothy Hocutt, and
Dare County Reference Librarian Naomi
Rhodes
Saturday, October 14
Business Meeting & Program
Basic Military Research and Researching Your Civil War
Ancestors with Craig R. Scott, Certified
Genealogist
Saturday December 9
Program - Hammering at the Brick Wall:
Strategies to Overcome Your Genealogical Research
Obstacles Presentation by Janeth L. Murphy,
Genealogist
Saturday January 13, 2018
Business Meeting & Program
Antique Roadshow
Presentation by James Oglesby (Each
member can bring one family heirloom for
appraisal.)

The Currituck County Public Library Genealogy
14
Club meets at the Currituck Public Library in
0
Barco. The next meeting is Saturday, November 4th at
11:00 a.m. Registration is requested, but not required
to attend. Join this informal group of genealogy
enthusiasts who share research
methods and findings. For further
details, see the AGS website, contact
the Currituck County Public Library
[252-453-8345] or send an email to
Dorothy Hocutt at
dhocutt@earlibrary.org.

NCGS Fall Workshop & Annual Meeting
October 28, 2017
Raleigh

The event held annually by NCGS in the fall
transforms into a conference format this year with
the addition of multiple speakers and concurrent
sessions. Speakers include Dr. Deborah Abbott,
Jeffrey Haines, CG and Craig Roberts Scott, CG.
An expanded exhibitor area will provide space for
more vendors offering books and other products
useful for genealogists.
https://www.ncgenealogy.org/event/2017-fall-workshopannual-meeting/

Subscribe to the free, bi-monthly NCGS News to
get the latest information about this event and all
the important news from the North Carolina
Genealogical Society.

Fall Conference
October 27-28, 2017 .
“ Genealogical Gems: Hiding in Plain Sight”
Sponsored by Virginia Genealogical Society
Slover Library, Norfolk VA
See VGS website for program and registration
information.
www.vgs.org

NCGS Live Webinar
November 1, 2017
7:00-8:00 p.m.

“ Learning More About the Families and Records of the
Moravian Church of North Carolina”
by J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA
See NCGS website for other webinars:
http://www.ncgenealogy.org/menu-member-webinars
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The 2017 Elizabeth City Ghost Walk
takes place October 13-14. Dr.
William Gaskins Pool is one of the
“ghosts” this year. The Nags Head
Portrait is on display at the
Museum of the Albemarle until
February 5, 2018.

Museum of the Albemarle
Our Story: Life in the Albemarle is a
current exhibit at the Museum of the
Albemarle.
Albemarle is a unique place—half
land, half water. The ever-changing
relationship with the water has
defined the way of life here. Water
is both a highway and a barrier, a
source of livelihood and a source of
inspiration. The story of this place is
Our Story, a tale of how this
community has adapted to
challenges and opportunities of our
unusual home. This is a long-term
exhibit with no closing date.

The Currituck County Historical Society will be taking orders
for our most recent book, due out before Christmas. Please
note the order form above.
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Contact Us

Albemarle Genealogical Society
P. O. Box 2931, Elizabeth City, North Carolina, 27906-2931
Carol White

AGS President

agsnc.cwhite@gmail.com

Dorothy Hocutt

AGS Vice President,
Research
Assistance-Currituck

252-453-8345

Naomi Rhodes

252-441-4331

Newell Cannon

AGS Programs and
Marketing
Research
Assistance-Dare;
AGS Treasurer

Laura Ostrander

AGS Secretary

Laura Ostrander, Editor
Marcia Hawkins

AGS Newsletter
Committee

dhocutt@earlibrary.org

nrhodes@earlibrary.org

agsnc.treasurer@gmail.com
agsncnewsletter@gmail.com
1469 Thistlewood Lane
Chesapeake, VA 23320

agsncnewsletter@gmail.com

Mission Statement
The Albemarle Genealogical Society was founded in January 1982 to aid individuals
in their genealogical research and in the compilation of their family histories. The
society, serving Currituck and Dare Counties, attempts to create an interest in
genealogy, to gather and preserve genealogical and historical data, and to provide
genealogical resource information to any interested individuals.
Cut & Mail … Share with Friends

I want to _____Join _____Rejoin the Albemarle Genealogical Society.
Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________ Email: ______________________________________________
Surname(s) Researching: _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Send membership form, along with a check for $20 made payable to AGS to: AGS, P.O. Box 2931,
Elizabeth City, NC 27906-2931
By joining AGS, you are consenting to the use of your photograph, likeness, or image in the AGS Newsletter and other AGS publications when
attending AGS meetings and other functions. If you do not want your image used, please tell the photographer.

