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Mark Your
Calendar
2018

Albemarle 350th
Anniversary (All Year)
7/11 AGS Summer Meeting
10/13 AGS Fall Meeting
10/13 Slover Library
Genealogy Conference
10/27 NCGS Fall Conference
See Page 32 for More Information

Weddings, engagements and (sadly) divorces
create records that provide vital clues in the
search for your ancestors. This issue of the AGS
Newsletter focuses on data associated with
matrimony that is helpful for genealogists.
Marcia compiled a great list of data sources
and we have some wedding stories from AGS
families to share.

Genealogy Assistance Night

AGS Members,
This issue of the AGS Newsletter is my eleventh. The
upcoming October issue will be number twelve and
fulfills three years with me serving as your editor/chair
person. It’s been a great experience and I sincerely
appreciate everyone who contributed articles,
photographs and assistance. I am especially indebted
to Marcia Hawkins. Her genealogy knowledge and
writing skills filled in a lot of gaps for me. Jane Brumley,
June Klag, Cindy Scott, Lois Meekins and Hope
Slaughter provided wonderful material, as well. They
stepped up when I needed help. Thanks, also, to
Naomi for being a great proofer and information
source my first couple of years in the job.
I’ve definitely learned a lot from this experience.
However, I have not accomplished much in the way of
building my own family tree. Since this was my goal
when I joined AGS, I need to take a break and shift my
focus. Furthermore, I’m organizing a genealogy
class/club for my condominium association this fall. I
don’t feel I can do justice to both endeavors
simultaneously.
The newsletter job is an appointed position … the editor
is not an elected officer. If you are interested in serving
as editor, chairing the newsletter committee or
assisting with the newsletter beginning in
December/January, please let Carol White, President,
know.
I intend to continue as your secretary to finish my twoyear term and, of course, my AGS membership and
participation in other ways will be ongoing.
Thanks for your kind words and all of your help.

Laura
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Summer Meeting & Program
Wednesday, July 11, 2018 7:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.
Currituck Library – Barco, NC

Genealogy Assistance Night
Janeth Murphy, Genealogist
Dorothy Hocutt, Research Assistant
Currituck Library
Genealogy Assistance Night is a great time to
bring your questions, get help with brick walls,
and discover new resources.

AGS Website www.agsnc.org
Each AGS member should have received
a 2018 username and password giving
access to the members-only section. If
you need help, contact Naomi Rhodes.

Publication Date for the Next AGS Newsletter is
October 2018
Notice: Due to increased color printing costs, AGS
Newsletters that are distributed via U.S. Mail are sent
as black & white copies. Email copies will continue
to be in color. Color copies are always available on
the AGS Website (see above) and can be viewed at
the Barco and Dare Public Libraries, the library that
serves your neighborhood and many other
locations.

Agenda
Wednesday, July 11 – Business Meeting (7 P.M.)
3
1.President – Call to Order
2.Secretary’s Report & Approval of Winter Meeting
Minutes (Minutes are posted on AGS
Website/Member Section. Please review prior to
meeting)
3.Treasurer’s Report
4.Old Business
5.New Business
6.Program: Genealogy Assistance Night
7.Next Meeting: Saturday, October 13, 2018

All Albemarle Genealogical Society meetings
are free and open to the public. Please join us if
you share an interest in genealogy. Meetings
are held at the Currituck County Library, Barco,
NC, unless otherwise announced.

2018 Meeting Dates
Saturday, January 13
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 p.m.-12:30 p.m. An AGS Antiques
Roadshow with James Oglesby (Each
participant can bring one family
heirloom for assessment.)
Saturday, April 14
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 p.m.-12:00 p.m. Program
Sargeant Memorial Collection
at the Slover Library (Norfolk
Public Library) with emphasis
on resources for Northeastern
NC & the Outer Banks Region,
Presentation by
Troy Valos, MA, MSIS
Special Collections Librarian
Sargeant Memorial Collection
Wednesday, July 11 Genealogy Assistance
Night
Saturday, October 13
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 p.m.-12:00 p.m. Program
Robert Baxter: The Wash Woods
Community
Bob Baxter is writing a definitive book
on the Wash Woods Community. He
offers first-hand information on this
abandoned site.
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The Sargeant Memorial Collection at the Slover Library
By Laura Ostrander

census information for states contiguous to
Virginia. It has roots in the 1800’s; a special room
set aside for materials in 1927. The Slover Library
opened in its current building in 2015.
Most of the collection is accessible to the public
but stored in a special location in the library and
is not circulated in order to ensure the
preservation of historic documents and materials.

The Norfolk Public Library’s Sargeant Memorial
Collection is a treasure trove for genealogists!
It’s located in downtown Norfolk at the Slover
Library and easily accessible from The Tide
(Norfolk’s Light Rail System).1 If you go, plan to
make a day of it, including lunch at Slover
Cuisine.

The facility is spacious with ample room and
ambiance for conducting personal research. The
SMC is on the second floor of the Slover. There are

Troy Valos, Special Collections
many interactive screens and access to the internet
Librarian, was the speaker at
the AGS April meeting. He
is available.
provided an overview of library
Valos says the SMC includes:
services, offered specific
• 21,000 cataloged
information about the
materials (books, AV,
Sargeant Memorial Collection
etc.)
and shared photographs and
• 100,000 photo images
stories about local NC communities.
The purpose of the collection is to provide
resource materials for individuals conducting
local history or genealogical research. The SMC
contains a wealth of historical and
genealogical information that focuses on the
City of Norfolk, the Commonwealth of Virginia
and surrounding states. Valos emphasized the
Northeastern North Carolina and the Outer
Banks area during his talk.
The Sargeant Memorial Collection was named in
honor of William Henry Sargeant, Norfolk’s first
librarian. The collection provides histories and
Park at the Newtown Road Station in Virginia
Beach and get off at the Plume Street Station in
Norfolk. The Slover is just a few steps away.
1

• 11,000 microfilm reels
• 300 maps and blueprints
• 8,100 digitized photos online
• 16 staff members
Other materials include: WWI Service Records,
scrapbooks, (e.g., Boy Scouts, Norfolk Theatre
Cente), and city manager records. And there’s a lot
more.

SMC resources genealogists may find useful include:
• Periodicals
• Books (historical and genealogical)
• Records
• Local Histories
• Family Histories
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Newspapers
Historic Maps
Surname Index
Histories of NC Localities
Photo Collections

One of the many collections you can access in the
SMC includes major photographs from Virginian
Pilot photographer Carroll Walker (circa 1890-early
1900s). AGS members were particularly interested in
photographs from the Currituck/Dare area that Troy
Valos shared during his presentation.

Poplar Branch Landing

According to Troy Valos, you do not have to
be a resident of Norfolk, or even Virginia, to
utilize materials of the Sargeant Memorial
Collection. An added bonus is a Media/Family
Center where you can use some of the Slover
equipment to enhance your documents (e.g.,
copy large maps or images).

Twin Houses in Shawboro

Who wants to join me for a field trip?

OBX Hurricane

I’m serious. If you are interested in
participating in a field trip to the Slover
Library (perhaps in the fall), drop me a
note.

Who wants to join me for a field trip?
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Where can I find
marriage
information???

by Marcia Hawkins

Finding information on marriage can be a
challenge for anyone trying to build their family
tree. Although clues can be found in many
places, marriage certificates themselves can
be elusive. Don’t despair … you do have
options. Other accepted sources may provide
the information you are seeking, such as census
records, family bibles and pension claims.
Often secondary sources are the best we can
uncover.

regarding primary vs. secondary sources or
original vs. derivative sources reveals a plethora
of discussions on the two classifications. It
appears that most genealogists prefer the
latter descriptions of sources although the
definitions are quite similar.
There are basically two types of
original/primary source marriage documents:
those indicating an intention to marry and
those confirming the marriage.

Records of Intentions to Marry
Marriage Bond — a monetary pledge or
guarantee given to the court by the intended
groom and a bondsman to
affirm that there was no
moral or legal reason why
A primary source (genealogists often use the
term original document) in an historical context the couple could not be
married … and also that
has been defined as a document or physical
the groom would not
object which was written or created during or
close to the event or time period in question. A change his mind. If either party declined to go
through with the union, or if one of the parties
secondary source (for genealogy purposes a
was found to be ineligible—for example,
derivative source) interprets and analyzes
primary sources and may be based on primary already married, too closely related to the
other party, or underage without parental
sources, other secondary sources or a mixture
of the two. Secondary sources are one or more approval—the bond money was generally
forfeited.
steps removed from the event and are often
Marriage Banns — Banns, sometimes spelled
written at a later date than the events being
bans, were public notice of an intended
described. One example of a primary source
marriage between two specified persons on a
would be a marriage certificate while a
particular date. Banns began as a church
secondary source might be the newspaper
custom, later proscribed by English common
article announcing the wedding. Both may
law, that required the parties to give advance
provide the date of the marriage, together
with the names of the bride and groom but the public notice of their intention to marry over
three consecutive Sundays, either in church or
certificate is considered a vital record/original
a public place. The purpose was to give
document/primary source while the
anyone who might have an objection to the
newspaper article is a third person account of
marriage an opportunity to state why the
the event. Interestingly, both sources may
contain significant inaccuracies so information marriage should not take place. Usually this
was because one or both of the parties was
gleaned from these sources should be
checked and compared with other data to try too young or already married, or because they
were more closely related than allowed by law.
to determine accuracy (just as you would
when researching any event … birth, marriage,
death, etc.) A literature search on terminology
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Marriage License — perhaps the most
commonly found record of a marriage is the
marriage
license. The
purpose of a
marriage
license was
to ensure that
the marriage
conformed to
all legal
requirements, such as both parties being of
lawful age and not closely related to one
another. After confirming there were no
impediments to the marriage, a license form
was issued by a local public official (usually the
county clerk) to the couple intending to marry
and granted permission to anyone authorized
to solemnize marriages (minister, Justice of the
Peace, etc.) to perform the ceremony.2
There are other documents that may indicate
an impending marriage including marriage
contracts, pre-nuptial agreements, society
engagement announcements, wedding
invitations, etc.
Records Documenting That a Marriage
Took Place
Marriage Certificate — A marriage
certificate confirms a marriage and is
signed by the person officiating at the
marriage.
The
downside
is that the
original
marriage
certificate
ends up in
the hands of the bride and groom, so if it
hasn't been passed down in the family,
you may not be able to locate it. In most
2 Powell, Kimberly. "Marriage Records." ThoughtCo, Mar. 3, 2017,

thoughtco.com/marriage-records-types-4077752.

localities, however, the information from
the marriage certificate, or at least
verification that the marriage actually
took place, is recorded at the bottom or
on the back of the marriage license, or in
a separate marriage book/register.
Marriage Register — Local clerks generally
recorded the marriages they performed in a
marriage register or book. Marriages performed
by another officiant (e.g. minister, justice of the
peace, etc.) were also generally recorded,
following receipt of the marriage return. 3
Sometimes, especially in the 1700 and 1800’s
the only confirmation that a marriage actually
took place was in the records of the church
that solemnized the marriage.
Keep in mind that just because a wedding was
intended, doesn’t mean it actually happened
– verification whenever possible should be the
order of the day. Any number of reasons could
have prevented the planned wedding –
illnesses, hurricanes or blizzards, discovery of a
previous marriage, unexpected youth of one of
the parties and of course, changes of
heart/cold feet (hence the groom’s marriage
bond!).

In North Carolina, the marriage bond was the
only public record, with the bonding system in
effect from 1741 to 1868. These bond records in
many jurisdictions, not just in North Carolina,
may have been damaged, lost or destroyed
and can be very hard to come by. Marriage
bans, contracts, agreements, etc. had no
requirement for public recordation through the
court system (although many were, especially
3 Ibid.

between wealthy individuals). It is always worth
a check at the courthouse of the locality
where you suspect the marriage to have taken
place. There is the chance that there may
have been something recorded regarding the
marriage even if before 1868. A call to the
Clerk of Court or the Register of Deeds may
confirm whether these records exist in that
jurisdiction for you to search. Another source to
try to track down local marriage records would
be a local genealogical society – they could
probably tell you where you might find
marriage records for that locality or direct you
to a published compilation containing the
information you seek. They will also know if such
records have been digitized.

documentation to a state entity such as a
Bureau of Vital Statistics. Some states have
allowed local courts to retain the only records.
Many states have a very robust state archives
repository (such as the wonderful archives in
Raleigh) which may save a lot of legwork if you
are trying to track down marriage information
from several different cities or counties within a
state, especially a state with spotty central
reporting. I am not familiar with what the
National Archives may have to offer in the way
of marriage records (other than information
contained in some military pension
applications.)

In North Carolina, Virginia and Maryland to
name a few states, marriage licenses and
All states have a vital records division but not all registers are recorded and kept in the county
states include comprehensive marriage
where they were issued. Many, if not most, of
records. Here is where the
North Carolina and Virginia marriage records
internet can be a
have been digitalized and can be accessed
significant help. You can
via the internet through sites both free and
use your web browser and
subscription. Those states, such as Maryland,
search the state in
which are not or only minimally digitalized, can
question for marriage
be both difficult and expensive to track down.
records. This search will
Thankfully, there are websites that can help
probably direct you to the
with some of these searches.
vital records department which you can then
Discovering marriage documents can provide
reach out to by phone, mail, email or website.
a wealth of information that you may not have
They will be able to tell you what records are
been able to find in any other source, such as
available for the time frame you are interested
a woman’s maiden name or the names of the
bride and groom’s parents. Some marriage
documents also list the date and place of birth
of the bride and groom, together with their
residence at the time of the marriage. These
nuggets of information may lead to many other
discoveries as well as the ability to support or
confirm other clues you may have found. The
key is to fully read the document, don’t just
look for a date and location – make copies or
take really thorough notes.
in, together with their original location.
Unfortunately, not all states had a requirement
that local jurisdictions forward their marriage

8

Census Records
Another source for marriage information is the
US Federal Census.
Census records are
compiled by census
takers who ask the
head of a
household the
questions mandated
by the federal
government for that
decade’s census. In reality the census taker
often had to speak to whomever answered the
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inferred. The 1870 and 1880 census records
included relationships so a researcher would
then have a source indicating marital status. As
you probably know, virtually all of the 1890
census records were lost in a fire. There are
some fragments that exist but for most of us,
looking for information from this census is a lost
cause. Then came the 1900 census - this census
asks the individuals not only their marital status
but how many years they have been married. If
the census lists five children, ages 5 – 15 but the
number of years married only two, it can be
assumed that the head of the household had
been married before to someone else who
either bore or fathered the children. From the
number of years married column you can also
infer the approximate year the marriage might
have taken place to help in tracking down a
confirmation and date of marriage. The 1910
census changed the wording of the question to
“How many years in present marriage?”
Apparently, some census takers in 1900 were
adding up all of the years an individual may
door in order to get information – this could
have been married, whether or not to each
have been another family member, including
other, so 1910 provided some clarification. (As
an older child, a senile relative, a servant or
an aside, the 1910 census also asked women
even a neighbor. This individual’s knowledge
how many children they have had and how
may or may not be accurate … and
many were now living, more clues for tracking
sometimes even intentionally inaccurate. We
some family members.) The 1920 census asked
have all tracked a female relative through the
specifically for marital status (single, married,
census records and have been surprised to see
divorced, widowed) not just relationship to the
that while others have added ten years to their
head of household as had the 1870 and 1880
ages each census, some of them not only
records. The 1930 census added another
don’t age by 10 years (like the rest of us), some
valuable tidbit – the age at first marriage. This
don’t age at all or may even regress in years!
may help you determine whether the listed
From 1840 federal records back to 1790, census
spouse was the only marriage of that individual
records only listed the name of the head of the
and whether the husband or wife could be the
household together with the number of
parent of some or all of the listed children.
individuals living with them in various age
groups by gender. The 1850 and 1860 census
For example: Joseph and Jane Smith were
records listed the head of the household by
shown in the 1930 census as ages 63 and 55
gender and age together with the names of
respectively. Both Joseph and Jane are shown
anyone else living in the household but did not to have been 20 years old at the time of their
include their relationship to the head of the
first marriage.
household so marital status could only be
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1930 date of census
-63 Joseph’s age
1867 Joseph’s date of birth
+20 Joseph’s age at first
marriage
1887 Joseph’s date of first
marriage
Simple math shows that Joseph first married in
1887 but Jane first married in 1895. This
indicates that Joseph may have been married
to someone else before marrying Jane in 1895.
This should key you into doing more research,
such as looking for a potential first wife for
Joseph. Keep in mind however that ages listed
in census record are suspect!
The 1940 census again only shows marital status
(single, married, etc.) but does include
information on where an individual was living in
1935. This can also help you track down
marriage record information. Let’s say Robert
and Sarah Jones are living in Chesapeake,
Virginia in 1940. They have a five-year old son,
Earl. This census record shows that Robert Jones
was born in Virginia, his wife Sarah was born in
North Carolina and their son Earl was born in
Maryland. Although they are living in
Chesapeake in 1940, the census record shows
they were living in Anne Arundel County,
Maryland in 1935. Since their son appears to
have been born in 1935 (5-years old in 1940)
you could start looking for marriage information
in Anne Arundel County, Maryland, about 1934
or so. This is only a clue but is a good starting
point for marriage research for this couple.
Church records may also be a fruitful area of
research. The Lutheran Church in particular has
historically kept very robust vital records, often
including marriage data. Absent other
avenues, contacting the church the bride and
groom attended may turn up some
documentation. In other countries, various
denomination church records may be the only
source for marriage information.

Throughout modern times, men and women
have presented themselves to others as
husband and
1930 date of census
wife although
-55 Jane’s age
1875 Jane’s date of birth
they may
+20 Jane’s age at first
have been
marriage
living
1895 Jane’s date of first
together
marriage
without the
bonds of matrimony. Therefore, there may not
be any record to find, but remember, although
you may not be able to find documentation of
a wedding, that doesn’t mean they weren’t
married – it may just mean that you have not
yet been able to find the records.
A footnote here ... remember that you are
dealing with what was once a very sensitive
topic. There are those who do not appreciate
too close examination of the
dates and circumstances of a
marriage. When researching,
sensitivity to the nature of
love, marriage and
parenthood should be a
guiding principle.
Potential Sources/Locations for Marriage
Information and Clues
• State Vital Records Departments
• State Archives
• Local City/County Court Records
• Census Records
• Genealogical Societies (for the region or
sect [e.g., Quakers, Puritans] in question)
• Passport Applications
• Immigration and Citizenship Documents
• Wills and Probate Records
• Birth Certificates of Children
• Military Pension Records
• Church Records
• Cemetery Headstones
• Family Bibles
• Family Records (e.g., wedding
announcement clippings, wedding
invitations, etc.)
• Family Pictures with Captions and Dates
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Newspaper Articles
Obituaries
City directories
Divorce Records

Past Predictions About the
Future of Electricity

On March 29, 1879, a
widely circulated
newspaper called the
Website Suggestions
American Register
www.Usgenweb.org
published a scathing
www.Genwed.com (a marriage site, not to be
editorial stating that “it is
confused with Genweb)
doubtful if electricity will
www.FamilySearch.com (free but requires
ever be [widely] used”
registration)
www.Findagrave.com (free but requires registration) because it was too
www.MyHeritage.com (basic is free, subscription for expensive to generate.
enhanced access)
Several months later, the
www.Ancestry.com (subscription)
Select Committee on
www.Newspapers.com (subscription)
Lighting and Electricity in
www.Fold3.com (subscription)
the British House of
Commons held hearings
These are just a few of the places you might
on electricity, with
look for marriage records - there are literally
experts stating that
there was not “the
dozens and dozens, if not hundreds of books,
slightest chance” that the world would run on
articles and places to search. Happy hunting!
electric power generation. In 1879, electricity was
still considered an expensive fantasy.
For Currituck and Dare County weddings, be
sure to check Lois Meekins books:
Thomas Edison contradicted those statements a
few months later, on New Year’s Eve. Edison
Meekins, Lois J. Currituck County, NC Marriage
publicly unveiled his incandescent light bulb in
Register: Part of Book B, 1868-1902. Palmer,
Menlo Park. At the time he allegedly stated “We
MA: Van Volumes, 1999.
will make electricity so cheap that only the rich
will burn candles.”

Meekins, Lois J. Dare County, NC Marriage
Register: Vol. 1, 1870-1915. Palmer, MA: Van
Volumes, 1998.

Used with Permission from Eastman’s Online Genealogy
Newsletter, 7/6/2018.
Celebrating Immigration
on the Fourth of July

Meekins, Lois J. Dare County, NC Marriage
Register: Vol. 2, 1915-1956. Three Rivers, MA: The Fourth of July is a celebration of the
Van Volumes, 2007.
nation’s birth. But it has historically also been
a celebration of a country that defines itself
by its incorporation of people from around
the world through immigration. Historian Ellen
M. Litwicki explains that this was especially
true in late nineteenth- and early twentiethcentury Chicago, where Independence Day
celebrations were mainly organized by
immigrant groups.
You can read the full article at
http://bit.ly/2IMpTh8.
Used with Permission from Eastman’s Online Genealogy
Newsletter, 7/3/2018.
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William Clyde Barco (Grandy) & Laura Mae Evans
(Grandy)
September 16, 1908
Mt. Zion Methodist Church – Grandy, NC
Married 39 years (until his death in 1946)
She was 18; he was 20. Their first child was born on their
first anniversary. Their sixth child was born on their
eleventh anniversary … ten years to the day later. Today
there are 111 direct descendants of Clyde and Laura
(children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 2x
grandchildren, & 3x grandchildren) and two more are
expected this month.
Winfred St. Clair Gregory (Poplar Branch)
& Bertha Mae Barco (Grandy)
January 12, 1935
South Mills, NC
Married 21 years (until his death in 1956)
Their marriage license says they were both 21 but she was
actually five years younger than him.

Clyde Wendell Barco (Grandy) &
Elizabeth Louise Whitson (Grandy)
December 2, 1933
Married 67 years
They were the first of Clyde and Laura’s children to marry
and they were married longer than any other Barco family
member.
Charlie Gaskins Pool (South Norfolk, VA)
& Helen Elizabeth Barco (Grandy)
September 3, 1937
Elkton, MD
Married 55 years
They were married in Elkton, MD, a marriage mecca back in
the day. Some years after the wedding an expose claimed
many of the marriages were not legal. The Pools never
bothered to check. Charlie said it gave him an out, if he ever
needed it!

Clyde Delton Spruill (Aydlett) &
Susie Jeanette Gregory (Aydlett)
September 29, 1956
Mt. Zion Methodist Church, Grandy NC
Married 61 years

50th Anniversary Cruise
to Alaska
Paul Henry Fultz (Hazelton, PA) & Betty
Lou Barco (Grandy, NC)
December 22, 1956
Mt. Zion Methodist Church, Grandy NC
Married 61 years
50th

Anniversary at a Knott’s Island
Winery in 2006 complete with a wedding
cake and almost the original wedding
party from the 1956 ceremony (stand-in
for best man). The bride licked the knife!
Napoleon Bernard Etheridge (South Norfolk, VA)
& Mary Susan Barco (Grandy)
August 22, 1945
Married at the Home of Bertha & Winfred Gregory
Poplar Branch, NC
Married 39 years

Thomas Franklin White (Dayton, OH/Wright Patterson AFB
& Carol Lee Etheridge (Virginia Beach)
September 10, 1966
Virginia Beach Methodist Church, Virginia Beach, VA
Married 51 years
Wedding cake was damaged on way to reception. Bakery came with
more frosting and redecorated during ceremony. A cousin was the
only one who knew this was happening. She kindly did not let
anyone (specifically the bride and her mother) know what
happened until the newlyweds returned from their honeymoon!

Gretna Green Weddings
by Marcia Hawkins

Green the officiant
was often one of
the village
blacksmiths, who
became quite well
known for their
“anvil” weddings.
Scottish law has now abolished this form of
“irregular” marriage. The term Gretna Green
wedding can still be found in modern references,
including recent episodes of the PBS series Downton
Abbey and Netflix series The Crown.

The
practice of
eloping to
Gretna Green is a village in the south of Scotland
“friendly”
famous for “run-away” weddings (i.e., elopements).
jurisdictions
Worldwide, Gretna Green is a very popular
continues
wedding destination resulting from some romantic
to this day,
traditions dating back to the 1700’s. They originated
although
from cross-border elopements which stemmed from
not to the
differences between Scottish marriage laws and
degree it
those in neighboring countries.4 The term has come
may have in the past. In the United States towns in
to mean any wedding held in a location other than
which quick, often surreptitious, marriages could be
the residential areas of the bride or groom … usually
obtained came to be known as "Gretna Greens."6 In
to thwart some impediment to the union.
the United States, these have included Elkton,
During 1754, an act was passed in England allowing Maryland,7 Reno and Las Vegas, Nevada.
a parent to veto the wedding plans of any child
Locally, you may be familiar
under the age of 21. This act did not apply in
with both South Mills in
Scotland, and with the advent of a rail line into the
Camden County, North
village of Gretna, English citizens under the age of
Carolina and neighboring
21 whose parents objected to their marriage ran
Elizabeth City in Pasquotank
away to Scotland to be joined in matrimony. At the
County. South Mills probably
time boys in Scotland could marry at the age of 14
reached its heyday as a
and girls at the age of 12 (the current age of
marriage destination during
consent for both parties without parental consent in
the war years when Navy
Scotland is 16.)5 Today in England and Wales the
personnel had limited leave
age for marriage is 16 with parental consent and 18
time. The waiting period
without parental consent for both bride and groom.
required by Virginia law, together with the
requirement of a blood test for syphilis and a
Scotland also allowed for something they referred
doctor’s certificate, often made it much more
to as “irregular” weddings. In this instance if two
practical to just pile into the car and drive down to
people announced they wanted to be married in
the presence of two witnesses, the ceremony could South Mills. There, all you needed was money for the
Clerk and the Justice of the Peace and perhaps a
be performed by just about anyone. In Gretna
willingness to “fudge” on some vital statistics such as
4
5

Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gretna Green
Ibid

6

E.g., State v. Clay, 182 Md. 639, 642, 35 A.2d 821, 822–23 (1944)

7

Greenwald v. State, 221 Md. 235, 238, 155 A.2d 894, 896 (1959)

age. If you brought some friends to be witnesses,
great – if not, there was usually someone hanging
around willing to stand in for you. By the late 1950’s
it seems Elizabeth City began to eclipse South Mills
as a marriage venue. Luckily, records for North
Carolina marriages, including the many performed
in South Mills and Elizabeth City are accessible
through various websites as well as by a visit to
either of the County courthouses.
Gretna Green weddings can make finding
marriage documents a time-consuming paper
chase. If your ancestors lived near a state line and
you can’t find any wedding information you might
check the records of the neighboring state in the
chance that the bride and groom slipped “over the

line” to get married. It never hurts to check Nevada
records as both Reno and later Las Vegas became
marriage (and divorce) venues for couples all over
the US.
The Outer Banks area has become a popular spot
for destination weddings in recent years. A look in
the yellow pages shows a bevy of marriage-related
businesses including wedding planners,
photographers, caterers, bakeries, etc., making

Heather & Ryan Berkowitz, married in Corolla, 2017.

getting hitched with all the trimmings relatively
simple.
The current fashion of “destination weddings” will
surely make record searching even harder for
succeeding generations of genealogists. Couples
from Virginia Beach are getting married in Aspen,
Colorado … couples from Portland, Oregon are
getting married in the US Virgin Islands … couples
from New York are getting married in New Orleans.
Whew, glad I won’t have to be tracking down those
records!
Some Unique Wedding Venues
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DNA
◼ The U.S. government, under
court order to quickly unite
families who were separated
after crossing illegally into the
United States, has expanded
its use of DNA tests to establish
paternity in immigration
matters. The government says
DNADNA
is a faster (but costlier) means of
confirming parentage than relying on
documentation such as birth
certificates.
The news was met with swift backlash by immigrant
advocates, who worried what the government
could do with sensitive genetic data.
Furthermore, this reliance on a genetic definition of
family will almost certainly run into problems. When
the U.S. started asking for DNA tests from immigrants
in the past, they have found families are more
complicated than genetic relations. A woman from
Somalia, for example, had to leave behind her
niece, who she unofficially adopted after the child’s
mother went missing and father died. A man from
Ghana found out his sons were fathered by a
different man. A man from Sierra Leone found out his
wife was raped by rebels during the country’s civil
war. It is unclear what recourse parents separated at
the border will have in such situations.

◼ For centuries, genealogists have relied on oral
and written records to search for ancestors. But
around the year 2000, the age of genealogical
DNA testing was launched. This provided family
historians with an opportunity to use wellestablished scientific methods to prove
relationships and ancestry.
Compared to paper records, which may be
incomplete or inaccurate, DNA testing is precise.
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But is it right for you?
And if so, which test should you use? Well …
that depends on the information you’re
seeking.

Here are the best DNA tests:
• AncestryDNA: best for cousin matching,
most geographic regions for ethnicity
• FamilyTree DNA: best for serious
genealogy, YDNA and mtDNA tests
• MyHeritage: best autosomal test on a
budget
• 23andMe: best for genetic health
screening, not genealogy
• Living DNA: best for roots in British Isles
(results from SmarterHobby, June 2018)

For full comparison of the various tests
with regard to cost, use, methods, etc.,
go to:
https://www.smarterhobby.com/genealo
gy/best-dna-test/

◼ Since the announcement of the

identification of the Golden State Killer ("GSK")
April 2018, several new suspects in violent
homicides have been identified using the
GEDmatch database The GEDmatch database
contains approximately 1,000,000 DNA profiles,
which makes it a rich resource for genealogists
searching for DNA matches. The database is
also used by law enforcement to search for
DNA matches to crime scene DNA, often in
conjunction with a genetic genealogy service.
On June 27th, the New York Times published a
concise recap of five cases (plus GSK) with
outcomes resulting from the use of GEDmatch,
entitled "Genealogists Turn to Cousins’ DNA and
Family Trees to Crack Five More Cold Cases."
For more about a few of these cases, see "DNA
in a genealogy database and a used napkin
link suspect to Michella Welch murder" and
"Undercover cops grabbed a DJ’s chewing
gum. It helped crack a teacher’s 1992 murder,
police say."

from DNA Central Newsletter, 67/29/2018.

◼ An 81-year old woman in the UK, who was

abandoned at birth, identified her birth parents
from saliva left on an envelope. They were able
to extract enough DNA from a postage stamp
for testing. This technology may be available to
genealogists within the next year. The price
point is pretty high though … $1,500 and up.

DNA

Using GEDmatch

What is GEDmatch?
GEDmatch is a free third-party tool. It is independent of the testing companies (e.g., Ancestry, My
Heritage, FTDNA, 23 & Me, etc.) and offers additional capabilities and data analyses. GEDmatch and
other such tools (e.g., DNAGedcom) provide the only way to compare raw data from one company
to raw data from another company. It also allows you to compare your raw data with the raw data
of others who tested with the same company.
What is DNA raw data?
Most testing companies allow you to download your raw data for further analysis. Raw data is a list of
your variants at the specific locations encoded on a custom chip, generated from your DNA sample.
Your raw data file is essentially a version of your results, pre-analysis, before it becomes what you
receive from your testing company.
Raw DNA data is the lab-generated information from a DNA sample that can be downloaded in a
.txt (text file) format. The file you download is a .zip file, since it needs to be compressed due to size.
For more information on DNA raw data, see: http://medicalfuturist.com/analyse-your-dna-in-yourliving-room
Why should I use GEDmatch?
What information did you get from your testing company? You probably received information about
your ethnicity and a long list of possible relationships (distant cousins and/or closer). However, in order
to actually locate those relatives, it’s up to you to contact them and try to discover the nature of the
relationship. If the other individual has a public tree, the first step is to look for common surnames.
Unfortunately, many testers don’t have family trees and/or are not willing to make them public so you
can review them.
The only alternative is to contact each match by email. Most companies don’t post the actual email
addresses of testers, instead they provide a “user name” that allows you to apply their resources to
make contact. A number of limitations make this process frustrating.
1. Many testers are not particularly interested in genealogy. They did the test but
were only interested in the ethnic information and/or health information (23 & Me).
Maybe, it was a Christmas gift! They probably ignore your request for information.
2. You only get potential relationships with individuals who tested with the same
company as you.
3. Suggested relationships may be vague (e.g., 4th-6th cousin).
Using GEDmatch may help you to overcome some of these issues.
How does GEDmatch help?
For one thing, if someone takes the time to upload raw data to GEDmatch, it likely means they are
interested in genealogy and in identifying possible relationships. Therefore, they are more likely to
respond to your request.

You are also provided with potential relationships with individuals who tested with a different
company. This can increase your database considerably.
Additionally, there are comparison charts available to help you refine relationships.
If you would like help uploading your raw DNA data from Ancestry, be sure to come to the July
11th AGS Meeting. You need to have the following information available:
1. Your ancestry.com user name and password.
2. The email address and password associated with the account.
Instructions for downloading raw data will be posted on the Member page of the AGS Website
soon after the meeting.

Family Matrimonial Trivia
Search your family tree to complete this questionnaire.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

The couple on your family tree married on the earliest date.
The couple that stayed married the longest.
How many years were they married?
Couples married 50 years or more:
Weddings that took place on significant dates (e.g. Christmas, a family
birthday, etc.).
A wedding date (month/day) when more than one couple got married.
Month the most family weddings took place.
June brides in your family.
Place where the most family weddings took place.
Were there any destination wedding venues?
Any Gretna Green weddings?
The couple married the farthest away from the Currituck/Dare area.
Were there any war time weddings in your family?
Most recently married couple.
Most interesting family wedding date.

Trivia from Laura’s family tree: 1. William & Ann 1872; 2. Elizabeth & Wendell; 3. Married 67 years; 4. Helen & Charlie, Elizabeth &
Wendell, Inez & Willie, Norma & Ralph, Betty & Paul, Susie & Booty, Carol & Tommy, Bobby & JoAnn; 5. Charles & Karen-Memorial
Day, Helen & Charlie-Labor Day, Randy & Michelle-May Day, Sandra & Ricky-first day of winter; 6. September 16: Clyde & Laura,
Ralph & Norma; 7. September (8 weddings - Heather & Ryan, Susie & Booty, Carol & Tommy, Ralph & Norma, Beth & Thom,
Marissa & Mike, Laura & Clyde, Helen & Charlie; 8. Jessica, Callie; 9. Mt. Zion United Methodist Church; 10. Helicopter above Las
Vegas, Ski Slope in Vail, Beach in Maui, Whalehead in Corolla; 11. Bertha & Winfred 1935 (South Mills); Helen & Charlie 1937
(Elkton, MD) 12. Maui, HI; 13. WWII: Ralph & Norma, Mary & Napoleon; Korean War: Susie & Booty, Betty & Paul: Vietnam War:
Carol & Tommy; Iraq War: Shaun & Callie, Brent & Erin; 14: Heather & Ryan 9/30/17; 15. September 16: groom’s mother’s birthday,
grandparent’s wedding date, birth of their first child, birth of their sixth child (ten years to the day after their first child)
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2018 Marks Albemarle Genealogical
Society’s 36th Year
2018 AGS Meeting Dates & Programs
For additional details, see the AGS Website.
Saturday January 13, 2018
Business Meeting & Program
An AGS Antiques Roadshow
Presentation by James Oglesby (Each
member can bring one family heirloom for an
informal appraisal.)
Saturday, April 14, 2018
Business Meeting & Program
Sargeant Memorial Collection at the Slover
Library (Norfolk Public Library) with an emphasis
on the resources they offer for Northeastern NC &
the Outer Banks Region, presentation by
Troy Valos, MA, MSIS
Special Collections Librarian
Sargeant Memorial Collection
Wednesday, July 11, 2018 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Business Meeting & Program
Genealogy Assistance Night
with Genealogist Janeth Murphy, Currituck
and County Library Manager Dorothy Hocutt
Saturday, October 13, 2018 10:00 a.m.-Noon
Business Meeting & Program
Robert Baxter: The Wash Woods Community
Bob Baxter is writing a definitive book on the
Wash Woods Community. He offers first-hand
information on this abandoned site.

The Currituck County Public Library Genealogy Club
meets at the Currituck Public Library in Barco. The
next meeting date is August 1st at 2:00 p.m.
Registration is requested, but not required to attend.
Join this informal group of genealogy enthusiasts who
share research methods and findings.
For further details, see the AGS website,
contact the Currituck County Public
Library [252-453-8345] or send an email
to Dorothy Hocutt at
dhocutt@earlibrary.org.

North Carolina Genealogical Society
See https://www.ncgenealogy.org/webinars/ for
a current list of webinars.
Saturday, October 13
Slover Library Conference
Look for more information in the next AGS
Newsletter.

2018 NCGS Fall Conference
Saturday, 27 October 2018
The Fall Conference, to be held at the McKimmon
Conference and Training Center in Raleigh, is a multitrack conference with a special focus on DNA. The
keynote speaker for the day will be Michael Lacopo,
DVM. Michael is an entertaining and engaging
speaker who has in-depth knowledge of the use of
DNA to solve genealogical problems. Check the
NCGS website for more information.
Be sure to get a 350th PASSPORT
and collect stamps!
Sample Currituck
PASSPORT Stamp
sites:
Whalehead
Lighthouse
Morris’s Market
Knotts Is. Ferry
Sanctuary
Vineyards
• OBX Water Park
• Jarvisburg
Colored School
• Will Horse
Museum
•
•
•
•
•
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Contact Us

Albemarle Genealogical Society
P. O. Box 2931, Elizabeth City, North Carolina, 27906-2931
Carol White

AGS President

agsnc.cwhite@gmail.com

Dorothy Hocutt

AGS Vice President,
Research
Assistance-Currituck

252-453-8345

Naomi Rhodes

252-441-4331

Newell Cannon

AGS Programs and
Marketing
Research
Assistance-Dare;
AGS Treasurer

Laura Ostrander

AGS Secretary

Laura Ostrander, Editor
Marcia Hawkins

AGS Newsletter
Committee

dhocutt@earlibrary.org

nrhodes@earlibrary.org

agsnc.treasurer@gmail.com
agsncnewsletter@gmail.com
1469 Thistlewood Lane
Chesapeake, VA 23320

agsncnewsletter@gmail.com

Mission Statement
The Albemarle Genealogical Society was founded in January 1982 to aid individuals
in their genealogical research and in the compilation of their family histories. The
society, serving Currituck and Dare Counties, attempts to create an interest in
genealogy, to gather and preserve genealogical and historical data, and to provide
genealogical resource information to any interested individuals.

Cut & Mail … Share with Friends

I want to _____Join _____Rejoin the Albemarle Genealogical Society.
Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________ Email: ______________________________________________
Surname(s) Researching: _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Send membership form, along with a check for $20 made payable to AGS. Mail to: AGS, P.O. Box
2931, Elizabeth City, NC 27906-2931
By joining AGS, you are consenting to the use of your photograph, likeness, or image in the AGS Newsletter and other AGS publications when
attending AGS meetings and other functions. If you do not want your image used, please tell the photographer.
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