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President’s Message

“I am bound to them, though I cannot look into
their eyes or hear their voices. I honor their
history. I cherish their lives. I will tell their
story. I will remember them.”
Author Unknown

AGS Members,
I don’t know about you, but I am tired of cold windy weather and frozen
precipitation. I’m ready for spring! Daylight savings time, daffodils, bright green grass
and blooming trees give me renewed energy. It also means Memorial Day and
summer are right around the corner.
Memorial Day brings memories of loved ones and friends who served our country.
While it especially honors those who have given their life, we also pay tribute to all
who serve in the military … past and present.
I honor my twenty-year old cousin who lost his life in Viet Nam. Other relatives who
served in the military include my father in Guadalcanal during World War II and my
father-in-law who was in the second wave on Omaha Beach. My husband is a Viet
Nam veteran and many uncles and cousins were drafted or enlisted. Memories and
history was made by these brave men.
As we continue our journey in genealogy, our military ancestors often hold clues and
provide valuable information. The National Archives reminds us that Compiled Service
Records contain information other than name, rank and serial number. They often
provide basic biographical information, medical history and service records. Pension
applications may have narratives of life events and sometimes even pages from
family bibles. Bounty and warrant applications are combined with pension files. WWII
Draft Cards included evidence such as the service man or woman’s industrial
capacity and skills that could be used to support the war. Hair and skin color and
identifying body features may be included. Sometimes military records provide stories,
events, names and addresses of relatives. Each scrap of information helps to fill gaps
on our trees.
As you continue your research, think about your military relatives and friends. Please
pause and thank them for their service.
Carol Etheridge White
President

Celebrate • Honor • Remember
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Winter Meeting & Program
Saturday, April 14, 2018 10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M
Currituck Library – Barco, NC

The Sargeant Memorial Collection at the
Slover Library (Norfolk Public Library)

Troy Valos
Special Collections Librarian
The speaker is William Troy Valos. His presentation
reviews the resources housed in the Sargeant
Memorial Collection (SMC) at Slover Library in
Norfolk, Virginia (part of the Norfolk Public Library
system) that are helpful to any researcher looking
at the history and genealogy of North Carolina.
SMC houses a 90+ year old regional collection of
local history and genealogy with a deep
collection of books and materials documenting
the rich history of this region. Some of the items in
the collection include newspapers and
photographs documenting life in northeastern
North Carolina. In addition, the resources at SMC
offer opportunities to trace the movement of
people and families going back and forth
between Virginia and North Carolina.

Troy Valos is a native of Norfolk. He received his
undergraduate degree in Social Science with a
History Concentration from Virginia Wesleyan
College in 2001. Troy holds two master’s degrees,
one in Information Science from the University of

Agenda
Saturday, April 14 – Business Meeting (10:00 A.M.)
1. President – Call to Order
2. Secretary’s Report & Approval of Winter Meeting
Minutes (Minutes are posted on AGS
Website/Member Section. Please review prior to
meeting)
3. Treasurer’s Report
4. Old Business
5. New Business
6. Program
7. Next Meeting: Wednesday, July 11, 2018

All Albemarle Genealogical Society meetings
are free and open to the public. Please join us if
you share an interest in genealogy. Meetings
are held at the Currituck County Library, Barco,
NC, unless otherwise announced.

2018 Meeting Dates
Saturday, January 13
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 p.m.-12:30 p.m. An AGS
Antiques Roadshow with James
Oglesby (Each participant can
bring one family heirloom for
assessment.)
Saturday, April 14
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Business
10:30 p.m.-12:00 p.m.
Sargeant Memorial
Collection at the Slover
Library (Norfolk Public
Library) with emphasis on
resources for Northeastern
NC & the Outer Banks
Region, Presentation by
Troy Valos, MA, MSIS
Special Collections Librarian

Sargeant Memorial Collection
Wednesday, July 11 Genealogy Assistance
Night
Saturday, October 13 TBA

Continued on page 30.

Publication Date for the Next AGS Newsletter is
July 2018
Notice: Due to increased color printing costs, AGS
Newsletters that are distributed via U.S. Mail are sent
as black & white copies. Email copies will continue
to be in color. Color copies are always available on
the AGS Website (see above) and can be viewed at
any public library and many other locations.

AGS Website www.agsnc.org
Each AGS member should have
received a username and
password giving access to the
members-only section. If you need
help, contact Naomi Rhodes.
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United States Colored Troops
and Union Navy:
Currituck County Men in the Civil War
By Janeth Lazore Murphy

“[Unidentified soldier, United States Colored Troops]”.
National Park Service (www.nps.gov) citing Library of Congress, Washington, DC

A new display at the Currituck County Library in Barco
explores the service of men from Currituck County in
the United States Colored Troops and Union Navy
during the Civil War. The presentation includes a
database book containing the names of 235 men who
have been identified to date.
At the onset of the Civil War in April of 1861, African
Americans were barred by law from officially serving
in the United States Army. In 1792 the Second Militia
Act of 1792 was enacted, which stated that “...each
and every free able-bodied white male citizen of the
respective states”1 who was 18 years of age or under
45 years of age would be enrolled in their state
militia. While this Act excluded those who were
decidedly not free and not White, Black men had of
course served unofficially in the Revolutionary War
and in the War of 1812 in a variety of capacities. But
the records of those Black men that did serve in the
army in those prior wars are sparse, since those
serving did not “officially” exist. When the
Emancipation Proclamation was issued on January 1,
1863, it declared that Black men would be accepted
into the military at once, and the records of African
American soldiers and sailors in the Civil War became
abundant. The United States Navy had begun to
accept Black recruits as early as 1861, and once the
United States Congress. United States Statutes at Large, Vol. 1, Second
Congress, 1st Session, Chapter 33, “An Act more effectually to provide for
1

war broke out recruitment of those men with
knowledge of the waterways of Eastern North
Carolina and the Tidewater area began in earnest.
The Compiled Service Records of the United States
Colored Troops and the records relating to Naval
service provide an incredible amount of information
which cannot be found anywhere else. In these
records, we learn about Thomas Arr of Roanoke
Island, a runaway slave who became the personal
body servant of General Ambrose Everett Burnside,
and who later accompanied Burnside back to Rhode
Island where he began a career in the United States
Navy. We learn about Jack Walker, a free Black
waterman of Currituck, who had been pressed into
service by the local Confederate militia; when he was
able, he fled to Norfolk and joined the Union Navy.
We learn about Thomas Tatem of Currituck, who
received word in 1865 that his wife had died at Baxter
Farm in Princess Anne County, leaving their seven
children motherless; his furlough request was granted
so that he could go and see to their care and make
the necessary arrangements for them. Many records
contain a notation of whether the enlistee was a free
person of color at the onset of the war, or whether
they were enslaved. By the close of the war, 34 men
had attained the rank of Corporal and 16 attained the
rank of Sergeant.
This compilation is a brief finding aid of those soldiers
and sailors who specifically stated that they were
from Currituck County in their enlistment papers (this
includes present day Dare County, as Dare was not
formed until 1870) or who have been confirmed to
date as being from or resident in the County via a
review of their Civil War Pension File.
Janeth Murphy’s research at
the Currituck Public Library
disclosed records of
previously undocumented
Colored troops from the
county serving during the
Civil War. She acquired
names, birth dates, family
ties and other significant
data including records of
slaves and freedmen. Her
work is a valuable
contribution to the field.

the National Defence by establishing an Uniform Militia throughout the United
States”, enacted 08 May 1792.
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The Bedford Boys: National D-Day Memorial
from Hope Slaughter, Moyock; Photography by Rob Slaughter

Another was killed in action elsewhere on Omaha Beach
with Company F, bringing Bedford’s D-Day fatalities to a
total of 20.
In comparison with its 1940s population, Bedford suffered
the United States severest per capita loss, a somber
distinction for the rural community.

Recently I visited the National D-Day Memorial in
the little town of Bedford with my son, Rob. The DDay Memorial honors all Allied forces that
participated in the World War II invasion of
Normandy. Bedford was the sight selected because
this small Virginia community suffered such heavy
losses at Omaha Beach.
As the largest amphibious landing in history, D-Day
required unprecedented levels of men and material. More
than 5,000 ships and 11,000 aircraft supported the
landing of 150,000 Allied troops along a 50-mile stretch of
beach in Nazi-held Normandy, France. Weather,
combined with strong Nazi resistance, made the
invasion’s outcome anything but certain. Yet by day’s
end, the Allies gained a foot-hold in occupied Europe.
The human cost, however, was also unprecedented;
more than 9,000 Allied soldiers were killed or wounded
on D-Day alone.
Among the hundreds of thousands massed off the shores
of Normandy were 44 soldiers, sailors, and airmen from
the town and county of Bedford. Thirty-seven of these
young men belonged to Company A of the 116th Infantry
regiment, 29th Division. For almost all of them, this was a
baptism by fire.
Of 37 assigned to Company A, 31 loaded into landing
craft and headed for Omaha Beach in the first wave; the
remainder belonged to supply details and would arrive
later. En route, a landing craft struck an obstacle and
sank, stranding dozens far from shore, including five of
the Bedford Boys. The remaining 26 successfully reached
Omaha Beach with Company E, where 16 were killed and
four wounded within a matter of minutes. Three others
were unaccounted for and presumed killed in action.

On the day Rob and I visited, the slight mist and
overcast skies gave me an eerie feeling as we
approached that memorial mount rising up in the
shadow of the popular tourist attraction, the Peaks
of Otter. But the gloomy weather seemed fitting for
the serious details we confronted.
Immediately, my eyes were fixed upon the huge
marble Victory Arch with life-like bronze sculptures
of soldiers and Marines debarking landing craft,
storming the beaches and scaling the wall in an allout effort to defeat Hitler’s Third Reich during World
War II. The word, OVERLORD, inscribed in gold on
the Victory Arch is the official name of the June 6,
1944, operation now known as D-Day. The black

and white stripes emblazoned on the top of the
arch represent the alternating black and white
stripes that made Allied aircraft readily identifiable.
Standing in a large gazebo is a bigger-than-life
stature of General Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme
Commander for Operation Overload. Portrait busts
of other prominent leaders are displayed around
the walkways.

A fitting tribute to the Sons of Bedford is the
Day Memorial. I casually mentioned to Rob, “He
monument “Homage.” The “Bedford Boys” had
could be a relative of yours.”
eagerly joined the cause, most making the supreme
sacrifice on that historic day. Flags fluttered against
the grey skies representing the twelve nations which
were members of the Allied Expeditionary Forces
and depicting unity among all.

On our way back to North Carolina, I googled John
Robert Slaughter and learned more about this
There was so much
prominent veteran. Once home, I telephoned
more that we saw and
Michael Slaughter, a professional genealogist in
so much more for us to
Elizabeth City and our “Slaughter Family Historian.”
see, but I was tiring
He helped me climb the family tree and trace Rob’s
and so was Rob. He
ancestors until they met up with the Bedford Bob
pushed me in a wheel
Slaughter’s ancestors.
chair the entire time, struggling to keep a huge
umbrella over our heads.
Rob’s dad, my late husband, was also named
“Bob” Slaughter (Robert Gene Slaughter). And he
Then, as we were leaving,
was a veteran … Korea, Germany, two tours in
we saw another bronze
Vietnam and numerous Army posts in the United
bust that we missed when
States. Our Bab and the Bedford Bob are fifth
we started our self-guided
cousins! Yes … we are a proud Army family! And yes
tour. Situated prominently
… I do get excited about discovering surprise
to greet visitors at the
relationships and researching our family history.
primary entrance, is the
bust of John Robert “Bob”
Spotting that last exhibit was a bit of serendipity for
Slaughter: D-Day Veteran
Rob and me. We had already enjoyed our Bedford
and one of the Bedford
visit immensely and were inspired by this meaningful
Boys. This Slaughter was founder of the National Dmonument to American sacrifice. The trip provided
both educational and emotional experiences for us.
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But to learn that one of our own ancestors played
such a significant role in our country’s history made
it especially momentous.

Slaughter Family Tree
Jacob Schotterer/Slaughter*
b. 1732 Bodelshauser, Germany
Abraham
b.1769 NC

Isaac Barnette*
b.1773 NC

Jacob Glover
b. 1814 NC

Isaac Barnette**
b. 1800 NC

Nuptial Blair
b. 1849 NC

John Isaac.
b. 1822 TN

Samuel Newton
b. 1936 NC

Alfred L.
b. 1878 TN

Dorsey Robert
b. 1911 NC

John Washington
b. 1896 TN

Robert (Rob) Gene
b. 1936 Stokes, NC

John Robert (Bob)***
b. 1925 Bristol, TN

*Changed name from Schlotterer to Slaughter while living in PA, prior
to moving to NC (Roxboro) in 1757.
** Moved family to Sullivan Co., TN about 1838.
*** Bedford’s Bob Slaughter (Fifth cousin to Robert Gene Slaughter).
Documentation: wills, marriage licenses, birth/death certificates and
obituaries. Also: Person Co. Heritage, Vol. I, Vol. II; Ancestry.com;
family reports/research by Michael T. Slaughter, Genealogist

Battleship North Carolina
During World War II, the North Carolina participated
in every major naval offensive in the Pacific and
earned 15 battle stars. In the Battle of the Eastern
Solomon’s in August of 1942, the ship’s anti-aircraft
barrage helped save the carrier Enterprise, thereby
establishing the primary role of the fast battleship as
protector of aircraft carriers. In all, the North
Carolina carried out nine shore bombardments,
sank an enemy troopship, destroyed at least 24
enemy aircraft, and assisted in shooting down many
more. Her anti-aircraft guns helped halt or frustrate
scores of attacks on carriers. She steamed over
300,000 miles. Although Japanese radio
announcements claimed six times that North
Carolina had been sunk, she survived many close
calls and near misses with one hit when a Japanese
torpedo slammed into the ship’s hull in 1942. A quick
response on the part of the crew allowed the
mighty ship to keep up with the fleet. By war’s end,
the Ship lost only ten men in action and had 67
wounded.
After serving as a training vessel for midshipmen,
North Carolina was decommissioned in 1947 and
placed in the Inactive Reserve Fleet for the next
years. In 1958 the announcement of her impending
scrapping led to a statewide campaign by citizens
of North Carolina to save the ship and bring her
back to her home state. She is now permanently
docked in Wilmington, NC.
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AGS
Superheroes

"Fallen heroes represent the
character of a nation that has
a long history of patriotism and
honor - and a nation who has
fought many battles to keep
our country free from threats of
terror."
Michael N. Castle

From Jane Brumley, Knotts Island

May Waterfield

She was our cafeteria monitor and made us mind
our manners and taught us to be young ladies and
gentlemen.

As a young woman she was ready to leave her
Back Bay, Virginia, life and left on a barge from
The Waterfield surname of Knotts Island, NC, and
Munden Point for a job in Portsmouth, VA. During
Princess Anne County, VA, dates to a common
work she heard the military men talking about
ancestor, Leonard Waterfield, born circa 1617,
maneuvers, weapons and war and she was bored
London, England. He arrived in Bermuda, from a
with her present job as a stenographer with the
debtor’s prison, on the Bonaventure at 17 years of
railroad. It was also the time Woodrow Wilson was
age in 1634. Bound for Jamestown the vessel
encountered a storm, forced off course and landed extending the military draft for young women. She
watched the young soldiers boarding trains for
on the Eastern Shore of Virginia. By 1688, a William
Camp Pickett. May Waterfield was 18 years old. So,
Waterfield owned land on the Eastern Shore and
as British bayonets were forcing Germans from
escheated an additional land patent of 200 acres.
French fields, she skipped lunch and walked to enlist
Michael Waterfield and his brother John went to
in the United States Navy on August 1, 1918. When
Knotts Island before 1755. They appear to have
she returned to work her boss reprimanded her for
been looking for a better way of life. The
being late!
Waterfield’s have been farmers,
watermen, gunners, club managers and
She ordered supplies and was
all forms of occupations.
quoted as saying “I didn’t help
win the war, just maybe
Island Waterfield’s have been in all
keeping a soldier from being
branches of the USA military and are
cold by ordering a blanket or
veterans of all wars since the War of
from being hungry by getting
Independence from Great Britain. And,
enough biscuits on a ship.”
even a Waterfield woman who was bold
indeed to have joined the US Navy in
May was a small girl, who
World War I.
never married, her enlistment
record states she was 5 feet, 7
May Waterfield
inches tall, red hair, blue eyes
Veteran Y2 USN
and weighed 96 pounds. While
WWI1900 – 1903
her job was somewhat boring it
I knew “Miss May” while attending
provided many proud
Creeds School because she was
memories. She talked about
employed there after her retirement from
marching and military inspections but the girls
civil service. Her nephew is a good friend of mine.
carried broom sticks instead of guns. Women of that

9
day typed, filed and were paid $101 per month and
$100 on enlistment for clothes. Skirts had to be 8
inches from the floor and they wore silk stockings
that cost $8 a pair. White gloves were required for
inspections.
She was not able to ever be a “sailor.” Soon after
the war ended she and her girlfriends were
discharged. Honorable “as you are not fit for sea
duty by reason of sex, you are hereby discharged
from the United States Navy,” They were given $240
severance checks and offered civil service jobs.
May spent nearly three decades as a civil servant.
She always said “at the time, a girl couldn’t have
done any better”.
Yes, a bold girl … ahead of her time.

From Carol Etheridge White, Virginia Beach

Husband: Thomas Franklin White (center), United
States Air Force; taken in Nha Trang, View Nam

Cousin: David H. Hershberger; killed in Viet
Nam on January 10, 1968, age 20.
Born in Norfolk June 10, 1947, lived in Virginia Beach and
graduated from Princess Anne High School. He was killed by
small arms fire. He was a Sergeant in the Army (Company 2, 3rd
Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division) at the time of his
death. He is listed on The Wall on Panel 34e, line 17 and is buried
in Riverview Cemetery off Indian River Road in Norfolk.

Father-in-law: Thomas
Draper Goolsby, US Army,
World War II; was in the
second wave on D-Day.
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Parents: Napoleon Bernard Ethridge
(1907-1984) and Mary Barco Ethridge
(1915-1002). He was in the Seabees in
US Navy, serving at Guadalcanal during
World II. Seabees are members of the United
States Navy construction battalions. The word
Seabee is a proper noun that comes from the
initials of Construction Battalion, (CB).

Son and daughter-in-law: Robert Murray,
USN, and Tristan Murray, USMC; active duty.

From Jeanne Murray, Coinjock

Father: Preston Meekins (left) BMCM, Coast
Guard. (Lois Meekins husband)

Maternal grandfather: Joseph Johnson, US
Army, 1917 (Lois Meekins father)
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From June Dunton Klag, Virginia Beach

Colonel Henry Muchmore Shaw
An Integral Part of Currituck History
Every year the Currituck
County Historical Society
(CCHS) honors Col. Henry
Shaw, a northerner from
Rhode Island, a colonel in the
Confederacy and a
community doctor – from
whom Shawboro takes its
name.

Now that I live in Pungo, which is in old Princess
Anne county, I am a recent member of the United
Daughters of the Confederacy Princess Anne
Chapter #435 whose roots o way-y-y back to 1901
when the chapter began. This year I was
determined to lay a wreath on S.E. Shaw’s grave – a
real daughter of a Confederate hero – on behalf of
our UDC Chapter.
Jane Brumley, a fellow CCHS and UDCPA member,
provided the magnolia for the Greenery on the
authentic Princess Anne County cotton boll wreath.
I made a ribbon for ‘S.E. Shaw’ that seemed totally
inadequate. What was her name?

Col. Shaw’s great-great niece,
The CCHS includes a reCheryl Vislay, travelled from
enactment and wreath-laying Matthews, NC to speak at the
ceremony in Shawboro, NC, at the
ceremony.
‘Twin-Houses’ where the Colonel and
She didn’t
his family lived. When heading south
know the
and west toward Elizabeth City, just
daughter’s
pass the Shawboro Post Office (on
full name
the right). In the curve leaving
either but promised to go
Shawboro, the ‘Twin-Houses’ is on the
through family papers and let
right, across from a store.
me know. Cheryl corresponded
A historic highway marker is in the
median in front of the house listing
Shaw’s many accomplishments: NC
Senator; U.S. Congressman; Member
of Secession Convention; Appointed
Colonel of 8th Regiment of NC
Infantry: Commander of Confederate
forces at the Battle of Roanoke
Island; Killed at Batchelder’s Creek
during the Civil War.

that Col. Shaw had three sisters:
Sarah, Susan, and Elizabeth. She
suspected that his daughter
may have been named for one
of them – no proof yet, but her
research is ongoing.

From the collection of Cheryl Vislay: Henry
Muchmore Shaw in Civil War Uniform
donated to the New Bern Historical Society.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?c
urid=47198605

Col. Henry M. Shaw, his wife Mary,
and their five-year-old daughter, S.E.
Shaw, are buried in the family cemetery next to
their former home.

I’m a long-time member of the Currituck County
Historical Society having grown up in Coinjock.
Each year I attend and photograph the wreathlaying ceremony and each year I wondered about
the S.E. initials of Col. Shaw’s daughter and what
she was actually named.

Later, from Vislay’s Christmas
card, I learned that Judy Merrell
sent her a copy of Col. Shaw’s
will; in it his daughter was listed
as Susan Elizabeth Shaw.
Mystery solved! I am so excited

to finally know.
By the way, I told Cheryl that if it were the Judy
Merrell I knew … that she went to school with me
and E.G. Swain, a member of Camp William F.
Martin #1521, who coordinates the reenactor
soldiers and lays the wreath each year. Small world!
So next year and subsequent years, when I have
the privilege of laying a wreath on the grave of the
Colonel’s daughter, the ribbon will say Susan
Elizabeth Shaw.
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From left. Back: Stafford, Dr. Dave, Leary Front: Swain, Taylor Pless (ECU
student), Sandra Justiss

From E.G. Swain, Moyock

Military Reenactments

The Shaw Wreath Laying is an annual occasion for
the Currituck Group. They also go to designated
events in Plymouth, NC at Fort Branch where the
original fort still exists (between Williamston and
Hamilton, NC).

A Way to Bring History to Life
An historical reenactment is an educational or
entertainment activity in which actors follow a
script to recreate aspects of an event or period. It
may be as narrow as a specific moment from
history, such as the reenactment at Colonel Henry
Shaw’s wreath laying, or as broad as an entire
period, such as the Civil War Battle of the
Albemarle Sound. Reenactments often have
military themes.
Currituck has a small informal group of military
reenactors, known as the 68th North Carolina. Four
local men make up the core of the unit. Two
others sometimes join them and local women are
involved in some programs, too.

From left: Shaw descendant, Cheryl Vislay & son, Stafford, Dr. Dave,
Swain, Leary, Sandra Justiss & Taylor Pless (ECU student)

The 68th NC is a free lance group, meaning
individual participants decide which events to
attend, select their own rank, and furnish their own
uniform and musket. The more formal groups assign
rank and tell members what to wear. Participating is
sort of like being in the military and includes
promotions.
The number of reenactors is dwindling. Young
people don’t seem to be very interested and many
don’t have the wherewithal to come up with
uniforms, weapons and travel expenses.

68th NC- From left: William Stafford, Dr. Dave, E.G. Swain, & Alex Leary

Continued on page 30.
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From Susie Gregory Spruill & Sandra Spruill
Hill, Aydlett

John Winfred Gregory, Dare County; US Marine Corps
Mager George Woodhouse, Grandy; US Navy, World War
II; uncle to Sheila Grandy, Grandy

Ryan Gregory, Dare County, US Navy; youngest son of John
Gregory; active duty.

Robert Harris Ashley, Married Mary Margaret Woodhouse
of Grandy; father of the Sheila Kirk Grandy (Grandy) and
Robert Kirk (Aydlett); US Navy, World War II

14

During 2012. Shaun was in Afghanistan and Brent was in Iraq.
The boys arranged to have a flag that flew over both of their
duty stations sent to their dad. You can see the pride on
John’s face!

Brent Gregory, Dare County, US Army; middle son of John
Gregory; helicopter pilot; served in Iraq; active duty.

Henry Donski, transferred from Navy to Coast Guard during
war.

Shaun Gregory, Dare County, US Marine Corps; oldest son of
John Gregory; served in Afghanistan
Unites States Coast Guard: Left: Clyde Delton “Booty”
Spruill, Aydlett; Right: Clyde Wendell Barco, Grandy.
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From Ed Thomas, Moyock

Military Men in My Family

16
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From Laura Ostrander, Chesapeake

Maternal great-grandfather, Daniel Evans (18611926) (left). Served at one of the life-saving
stations on the NC outer banks (unsure which
one).
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Daniel Evans (1861-1926) (back, right)

Uncle: Ralph Evans Barco (1919-1993) from Grandy;
US Navy 1942; World War II

World War II: Everyone supported the war effort … even
children. Robert Henry Gregory, Poplar Branch, circa 1943.
Bob’s middle son and three grandsons served/are serving in
the military … Marine Corp, Army and Navy (see page 14).
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however, listed as a Seaman Second Class, not a
new recruit, so he could have been there for almost
one year.

Cousin: Tommy Lee Grandy, Grandy, US Coast
Guard

From Marcia Hawkins, Chesapeake

He married Louise Elizabeth Gallop of Poplar
Branch, NC (my second cousin,) daughter of John
Calvin Gallop and Lydia Jane Wright Gallop in
Currituck on November 4, 1926. He was 24 and she
was 19 at the time. Their first child Helen Jeanette
Pickett was born February 21, 1928, and tragically
died of pneumonia 6 weeks later, April 1, 1928. She
is buried in Poplar Branch in a small plot adjacent to
the “home place.” The 1930 census shows no listing
for Leonard Pickett, so he may have been on sea
duty, while it shows Louise living with her parents in
Poplar Branch. Their second child, Leonara Louise
Pickett, was born February 26, 1930, in Poplar
Branch. Their third child, Donna Marie Pickett, was
born in Honolulu, Hawaii on September 23, 1933,
where Pickett was stationed according to his
service record.

By 1938, the family moved again when Pickett was
stationed in New London, Connecticut. By October
23, 1939 he was stationed aboard the USS
Seadragon, a submarine, which was deployed from
Connecticut to Cavite, Philippines in late 1940. He
was probably on board for her commissioning in
April 1940. The April 1940 census shows the family
living in New London, Connecticut, together with
Pickett’s 68-year-old father. By September 30, 1941
Pickett is listed as a Chief Radioman on board the
submarine tender USS Canopus, stationed in the
Philippines. According to his daughter Donna,
Pickett was careful throughout his captivity not to
reveal his status as a Radioman for concern about
Leonard Virgil Pickett &
what they might try to make him do. His old ship, the
Louise Elizabeth Gallop Pickett
USS Seadragon, suffered a Japanese attack on
December 10, 1941- three days after Pearl Harbor One POW’s Journey
and received repairs from the USS Canopus. The
Canopus sailed from Cavite to Mariveles Bay,
Leonard Virgil Pickett was born in Athens County,
Bataan, Philippines, with her crew of over 500 men,
Ohio, on January 31, 1902 to John Harrison Pickett
arriving on Christmas Day 1941. The Canopus was
and Myrtle (Mertie) Shannon Pickett. His mother
bombed the first time four days after their arrival on
died of stomach cancer when he was just nine
years old, His daughter, Donna Pickett Gregory, says December 29, sustaining moderate damage and
he and his Dad temporarily moved to the coal fields again on January 1, 1942, sustaining enough
damage to leave her listing. She disguised herself as
to earn a living. He loved to read and learned to
an abandoned hulk to fool the Japanese, her crew
play the violin before his mother died, He quickly
evacuating to the mainland during the day, hiding
realized that he didn’t want to spend any more
time than necessary in a coal mine. He “ran away” in tunnels and under foliage, returning to the ship at
night to continue effecting repairs to any Allied subs
and enlisted in the Navy on February 7, 1919,
able to make it to her, until all the subs were
according to the Louise’s Arlington Cemetery
relieved from the area by Pacific Command. The
interment record. This is backed up by the January
1920 census listing his address as United States Naval Canopus continued to service any small craft
needing repairs during the night. Around this time
Training Station, Great Lakes, Illinois, and his age as
some crew members were detailed to make up the
17 … ten days shy of his 18th birthday. He was,
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only “Naval” combat battalion and they served
with the 4th Marines in ground combat on Bataan. I
have not been able to determine if Pickett was one
of these personnel. On February 28, 1942, 221
Canopus crewmen were evacuated to Corregidor
and served in combat there with the Marines 1st, 2nd
and 3rd Battalions. During the night of April 8-9 ten
Canopus crewmen took her under her own power
to deep water and scuttled her to keep her from
the Japanese. Bataan was surrendered to the
Japanese on April 9, 1942. The final remaining
327Canopus crewmen were evacuated to
Corregidor and served in combat, mostly on the
beaches, with the 4th Marine Regiment’s 4th
Battalion Reserves (Provisional) until Corregidor’s fall
on May 6, 1942 – all the surviving crew members of
the USS Canopus that were on Corregidor became
Japanese prisoners of war. More research will be
needed to try to determine when Pickett left the
Canopus and with whom and where he served until
his capture.
The Bataan Death March began with the transfer of
captive American and Filipino soldiers and civilians
starting with the surrender of Bataan on April 9,
1942. The last prisoners from the Death March were
reported to have been transferred to Camp
O’Donnell in Capas, Tarlac, Philippines by June 4,
1942. Pickett’s service record gives his date of
capture as June 5, 1942, so it does not appear he
was in the Bataan Death March. Additionally, I
have not been able to find his name in any of the
rolls listing the names of the survivors of the Death
March. For a myriad of reasons there is not a
comprehensive list of all the survivors of the Bataan
Death March. This doesn’t mean he wasn’t
subjected to this tortuous journey, it just means
documentation to support his participation has not
yet been uncovered.
After about three weeks on Corregidor the
captured Canopus prisoners were taken by
freighter to Bilipid prison in Manila. From Bilipid the
Canopus crew were scattered among the many
POW’s from all branches of service. It should be
noted that by this time Pickett was 40 years old and
a 23-year Navy veteran, not a young man by most
standards. Some of the Canopus crew spent the
rest of the war in Bilipid Prison; others were
transferred to POW camps throughout the
Philippines and Japan. It appears Pickett spent mid1942 to August 1944 in the Philippines, maybe at
Bilipid – more research is needed to confirm where
he was during this time. Most Canopus crew
members were eventually transferred to other

camps. Some were transferred to these other
camps on “Hell Ships.” Pickett was one of these.
He was transported to the Mukaishima POW camp
in the Hiroshima Prefecture (District) of Japan via
the “Hell Ship” Noto Maru, sailing from Manila Bay
August 15, 1944, with over 1,000 men crammed into
a 1,000 sq. ft. hold with no ventilation, little food,
water or sanitary facilities and arrived in Japan 22
days later, on September 5, 1944. By this time, he
had been a Japanese prisoner of war for over two
years. Pickett was transferred to Mukaishima POW
Camp with 115 other American prisoners to join
some already imprisoned British POW’s. Pickett was
the only member of the US Navy imprisoned in
Mukaishima. Since there were a number of Marines
in the group of 115 transferred with him these may
have been individuals he was assigned with on
Corregidor or it maybe he was sent on a work detail
that resulted in his transfer to Mukaishima.
While at Mukaishima, Pickett was designated as
prisoner #119 and is pictured in a photo taken at
the camp of 100 of the 116 transported to
Mukaishima on the Noto Maru (see website
http://www.angelfire.com/nm/bcmfofnm/mukaishi
ma.html) None of the men are identified in the
photo other than to state it is a photo of those
prisoners who arrived at Mukaishima on the Noto
Maru with the roster of names listed below the
picture.
Prisoners at Mukaishima received word almost one
year later, on August 14, 1945, that the war had
ended. Subsequently, American planes began
dropping supplies to them with red, white and blue
parachutes. Pickett had been a prisoner of war by
this time for over three years. The prisoners
fashioned a flag from the parachute remnants
which was raised in place of the Japanese flag
over the camp August 18, 1946. This flag is reported
to have been the first American flag flown over
Japan after their surrender and has been donated
to the US government.
Mukaishima POW camp was in what is known as the
Hiroshima Prefecture, and was less than 50 miles as
the crow files from the epicenter of the atomic
bomb that was dropped on the City of Hiroshima at
8:15 am August 6, 1945. If they were looking, it’s
hard to believe they didn’t see the mushroom
cloud. Although the radiation cloud was noted to
be drifting east southeast (in the direction of
Mukaishima) more research is needed to determine
if any of these POW’s were actually exposed to
measurable radiation from the blast.

21
Pickett was a prisoner at Mukaishima from shortly
after September 6, 1944, until the end of the war.
The original 116 former prisoners from the Noto Maru
together with the rest of the camp marched to the
city of Onomichi, Hiroshima, Japan on September
13, 1945, where they boarded a train from
Onomichi through Fujiyama, Nagoya and Osaka,
ending in Yokohama to await evacuation back to
the States – his service record gives September 27,
1945 as his liberation date. The man who loved to
read and play the violin had finally been freed from
his captors. His daughter once asked him if he
hated the Japanese and he told her that he did
not. He said he had a job to do during the war and
so did they. He spoke little of his time in the service,
even when prodded by friends and family.

http://mansell.com/pow_resources/camplists/fukuoka/f
uk_01_fukuoka/fukuoka_01/GrpStats.htm#HIROSHI
MA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Seadragon_(SS-194)
http://www.angelfire.com/nm/bcmfofnm/mukaishima/
omtvedt.html
http://www.angelfire.com/nm/bcmfofnm/mukaishima/
mukaishima.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Corregidor
A Couple of World War I “Doughboys” From Currituck

Pickett was eventually discharged from the Navy on
October 1, 1949, after spending virtually the entire
war as a Japanese prisoner of war. He and his
family returned to Poplar Branch from California,
where Louise and the girls had been awaiting his
eventual return. This resulted in serious culture shock
for the girls who had lived in Connecticut, Hawaii
and California. A move to rural North Carolina
required quite an adjustment for them.
Once back from the war, Pickett suffered from
injuries he received during combat and captivity for
the rest of his life, although many who knew him
after his return had no idea what he had been
through. Pickett and Louise’s last child, John Julian
“J.J.” Pickett was born August 1, 1950. Sadly, on
July 7, 1957, Louise died of stomach cancer,
ironically the same disease that had taken Pickett’s
mother, when J.J. was barely seven years old. This
left him to try to raise a young son alone while
battling his own demons. Leonard Virgil Pickett died
in Portsmouth Naval Hospital May 6, 1966. He and
Louise are interred in Arlington National Cemetery in
Section 33, sites 10558 and 10559.

Uncle: William Lorraine “Wayne” Saunders of
Poplar Branch, NC; born Jan. 13, 1893, died Dec.
28, 1969

Below are some of the websites that provided information for this article, together
with census records, military records, various other vital records and family
accounts.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Canopus_(AS-9)
http://www.angelfire.com/nm/bcmfofnm/mukaishima/
omtvedt.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mukaishima,_Hiroshima
http://www.bataansurvivor.com/content/the_hell_ships
/1.php
http://www.bataansurvivor.com/content/the_bataan_de
ath_march/1.php
http://as9.larryshomeport.com/html/history.html
http://as9.larryshomeport.com/html/anderson.html
http://www.evperry.com/canopus.html

William Curtis Merrell of Jarvisburg, NC; born
Dec. 16, 1890, died March. 23, 1921
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from around the state showed up to pay their
respects at his funeral.
“We thought he should be honored,” said Fred
Bellise, part of the dozen or so members of the
Patriot Guard that arrived on roaring motorcycles
with full-sized American flags mounted on the back.
“He was very selfless,” his coach said. “What that
kid did was above and beyond what any other kid
would do,” he said, clutching one of the red
carnations given to mourners as they entered the
funeral home.

Uncle: World War II veteran Lt. Cdr. Floyd Albert
Hawkins, long time resident of Currituck County,
NC; born March 8, 1921, died July 23, 2002;
married to Nettie Hazel Saunders Hawkins of
Poplar Branch, NC

Peter Wang

Inside, it was standing room only. The walls were
lined with flower wreaths, and Peter’s coffin was
flanked on both sides by his uniformed JROTC peers.
Men in Army fatigues saluted. A stranger from the
Olive Garden next door made the sign of the cross.
A man in a Harley-Davidson shirt and a bandana
put his hand over his heart. And a silent man stood
on the corner of the road, holding a fluttering
American flag.

Airman 1st Class Ervin G. Swain, New Mexico, 1972, A-37
Fighter; Stationed in Thailand during Viet Nam War.

ROTC Student Killed at Florida’s
Marjorie Stoneman Douglas High School
Peter Wang’s final act of heroism — holding the
door so his classmates could escape the former
student shooting up their school — inspired people
from around the world.
His friends and family said the bravery during the
attack on Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in
February was a natural act for the 15-year-old U.S.
Army Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps cadet,
who was always quick with a joke and eager to
help others.
Strangers sent his family military patches and coins,
the U.S. Army awarded him a Medal of Heroism, the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point (his dream
school) posthumously accepted him, and veterans

Tomb of the Unknow Soldier, Arlington National Cemetery;
Photographer Unknown

One of Currituck’s Fallen

Corporal George Dennis Matthews
1949 – 1968
Vietnam, like all wars, took many young men. Among those listed on The Vietnam Veterans
Memorial, aka “The Wall,” in Washington, D.C. (Panel 59e, line 26) is George Dennis
Matthews, of Currituck County, North Carolina, He died in combat in the A Shau Valley,
ThuaThien-Hue Province, Vietnam during the closing days of “Operation Delaware” on May
13, 1968. Posthumously promoted to Corporal, George was in the 2nd Battalion, 327th
Infantry, Company B of the 101st Airborne. He was born in Los Angeles to World War II Navy
veteran Howard C. Matthews (born in Perquimans County and raised in Aydlett) and
Carmen Celaya Matthews (a WW II war widow) on August 8, 1949. His parents moved back
to Currituck, buying a house in Coinjock, when George was young. George attended both
W. T. Griggs Elementary and Joseph Palmer Knapp High School. He left school before
graduating to follow in his older brother’s footsteps into the service since he figured he was
going to be drafted as soon as he graduated anyway and he wanted to join on his terms.
In 1967/68 there was no draft lottery – if you were a guy and you couldn’t or didn’t want to
go to college (or Canada) and you could breathe/walk, you were going to be drafted into
the Army or Marines unless you enlisted first. George enlisted in the Army in December 1967
and was assigned to the infantry in the 101st Airborne – The Screaming Eagles. He went to
Vietnam as a rifleman or “grunt” and like so many, George was just over 18 years old when
he was killed, only 6 months after enlisting. At first listed as Missing in Action (MIA) his body
was recovered several days later, changing his status to Killed in Action. He was flown
home and buried in Westlawn Cemetery, Elizabeth City, NC. His smile and ready laugh are
easy to remember. Affable and well liked, he would have gotten along well with his
comrades in arms. Several have left memorial messages on various websites and it is
comforting to know that even though it will soon be 50 years since his death, he is still
remembered. At one time there was an active VFW Post in Coinjock named for George.
May neither George nor any of our many fallen service men and women ever be forgotten.

From Marcia Hawkins
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Revolutionary War

War of 1812

Mexican War

(1771-1783)

(1812-1815)

(1771-1783)

Birth Year

1726 -1767

Birth Year

1762 -1799

Birth Year

1796 -1831

Civil War

Spanish American War

Philippine Insurrection

(1861-1865)

(1898)

(1899-1902)

Birth Year

1811-1848

Birth Year

1848 -1881

World War I

World War II

(1917-1918)

(1941-1945)

1872 - 1900
1918 19181848

Birth Year

Viet Nam War
(1964 -1972)
Birth Year

1914 -1955

1877 - 1925
190019001848

Birth Year

Birth Year

1849 -1885

Korean War
(1950-1953)
Birth Year

1900 -1936

Your Ancestor’s Birth Date Tells
You What War(s) He or She
May Have Fought In.
(Patriots who served at very young or very old
ages may fall outside these ranges.)
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American Military Death Estimates
Conflict
Revolutionary War
War of 1812
Mexican War
Civil War

Span
1771-1773
1812-1815
1846-1848
1861-1865

Union Army
Confederate Army

Spanish American War
Philippine Insurrection
World War I
World War II
Korean War
Viet Nam War
Gulf War
Afghanistan/Iraq

10

Deaths
25,000
15,000
13,283
655.000
364,511
290,000

1898
1899-1913
1917-1918
1941-1945
1950-1953
1964-1972
1990-1991
2001-2018

2,446
1,020
116,516
405,399
54,246
58,209
258
7,222

Some Things to Think About:

;

Korean War Memorial, Washington, D.C.; Photographer Unknown

• America has been at war 93% of the time - 222
years out of 293 years - since 1776,
• The U.S. has only been at peace for 21 years
total – since its birth.
• Pick any year since 1776 and there is about a
91% chance that America was involved in
some war during that calendar year.
• The U.S. has never gone a decade without war.
• The only time the U.S. went five years without
war (1935-40) was during the period of the
Great Depression.
• Most of the military operations launched since
World War II have been launched by the U.S.
• Given the amount of time America has been
at war, it is likely that you have ancestors with a
military service record.
Viet Nam Wall, Washington, D.C.; Photographer Unknown

World War II Memorial, Washington, D.C.; Photographer Unknown

Iconic photo of raising the flag at Iwo Jima, World War II, Photographer
Unknown
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Many families seem to have the same problem
… a collection of treasurers that nobody wants!
Furthermore, successive generations are having
fewer kids. As a result, the size of the collections
per individual is escalating. And the fact of the
matter is that frequently people just don’t value
family heirlooms the way they use to.
So … what do you do with those four sets of
china and six gold pocket watches?

they are doing. It’s a three-hour process to get
to the sit-down part and even longer to get to
the “big top.” Only a select few of the
contenders actually make it in front of a
camera. Those that do have been processed
for hours. Generally speaking, the items we see
on TV are carefully chosen because of
monetary value, historical significance, rarity or
curiosity.

James Oglesby,
speaker at the AGS
January Meeting
shared tips to help us
determine the value of
our family treasures
and offered
suggestions for ways to
perhaps dispose of
some of them.
Oglesby is a former Virginia Beach City Public
Schools elementary principal. Before retiring, he
parlayed a lifelong interest in antiques into a
business by opening an antiques shop. When
he stepped down from his educational
administrator position, he became a full-time
dealer in vintage merchandise. After ten years,
the U.S. economy took a downward spiral and
he decided to close the shop. But his interest in
antiques has been ongoing. He still attends
auctions and estate sales and stays abreast of
trends in the field.

AGS members and visitors brought a wonderful
diversity of items for James Oglesby to provide
an informal appraisal.

Oglesby has attended a couple of the PBS
Antiques Roadshows and started his
presentation by giving us the inside scoop on
what takes places during these productions.

Chinese Blue/White Plate: From husband’s aunt/uncle
who lived in China 1926-1947, Before they were put in
prison camp,
they buried
household
items;
afterwards
returned and
repossessed
them.

The Roadshows are a “reality show.” They are
extremely popular and it’s not easy to get a
ticket. It works by a lottery system. If you’re
fortunate enough to get a voucher, be
prepared for a long day and a lot of standing
in line … especially if you take an item for
appraisal.

Harvey Roberts, Shawboro
Painting: in family for 55+ years; hanging on wall at
home; purchased at Kenny Sawyer’s Antiques; thinks
it’s a chalk painting.
Assessment: Art Nouveau, about 1910; original glass
but was reframed (recommends reframing with acid
proof glass, etc.
Value: about $150

Newell Cannon, Hertford

Assessment:
Circa 1875
(before rules for
marking exports
changed)

The appraisers at these events are excellent.
The first “spotters” move quickly down the lines Value: about
of potential presenters. They know exactly what $150
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Peggy White, Kitty Hawk
Ornate Bowl: Husband inherited it from his
grandmother’s estate when she died in 1970 (age 83).
Assessment: European; no specific marks; definitely
19th Century. Nice bowl!
Julia Cothron, Richmond, VA
1856 Vase: One of a pair
originally on sides of pulpit for
dedication of Grooverville
(GA) UMC. Other given to a
Boston UMC when it was
formed as outgrowth of the
Grooverville Church. Her
ancestors in the Ramsey family
were founders of the church,
originally a “Grape Arbor
Church; quit operation during
1990’s. Inherited from mother
who was a Ramsey. Multiple
chips.

Barbara Snowden, Currituck
Necklace: Bought in Paris at end of WW I. Inherited
from great-uncle who bought it for a girlfriend but
relationship did not work out; when he got a “Dear
John” letter, it stayed in the family.
Assessment: Beautiful. $100-200. Box is fabulous.
Recommends to keep it in the family.

Assessment: English; high end early Majolica is valued
up to $19,000. Very collectable. High end market
controlled by rich; brings wonderful price. This piece
has mostly sentimental value.

Laura Ostrander, Chesapeake
Medical Instruments & Case: Belonged to greatgrandfather, Dr. William Gaskins Pool (1829 -1887);
practiced in Elizabeth City.
Grooverville United Methodist Church

June Dunton Klag, Pungo (VA Beach)
Wool Carders: Over 100 years old; from Princess
Anne Co.; received from Mr. Garland Eaton whose
family lived for generations in county. He is 94 and
originally got them from his mother or grandmother.
Assessment: Definitely 19th Century; collectible;
usually don’t go for a lot of money.
Betty Lowry, Elizabeth City
Clock: Belonged to the Snowden side of her family;
thinks may date to 1800s or earlier.
Assessment: Kitchen clock; old, company made a
lot of them (New Haven Clock); turn of the century;
everyone had this type of clock. Value about $50.

Assessment: Difficult to assess value on unique items.
Collectible.
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Currituck County Library

Catherine Leary Smith, Grandy

Chocolate Pot: Donated by Jane Brumley. Came from
McKay Island; belonged to J.P. Knapp. (Jane’s
grandfather worked at McKay Island; she played with
it as a child, has been broken.)

Blue Duck: One of a pair; China mark. Mother said it
was very old.

Assessment: Made by a German porcelain company
– R.S. Prussia; fine china, previously reached a high
point, but fell, now moved up some. Spoons are silver
plate.

10

Assessment: Marked China. After 1920 China was
required to put “Made in China” on items. Very nice
piece.

Jane Serbousek, Kitty Hawk
Platter: Marked Victoria Carlsbad, Austria. Belonged to
her maternal grandmother who spent most of her life
in Halifax Co., NC (1875-1951). Moved to Washington,
D.C. area in 1951 and lived there until her death in
1969. The platter was part of a whole set.

Dorothy Hocutt, Waterlily
Marble Top Cabinet/Washstand: Brought drawer and
had photos on I-Pad. Had it for 15 years. Came from
an elderly neighbor.
Assessment: Wonderful bedroom piece. A country
piece. Beryl walnut with East Lake Style knobs (knobs
may not be original). Came into fashion after 1880
(stayed in fashion about 20 years). $300-$400.

Assessment: 1800-1890; not bone china, tons of them
were made. Soft paste piece. Does not bring much
money in sales. All china companies have gone out of
business. Now all “Made in China.” Sad. Young people
don’t want china because you can’t put it in the
dishwasher!
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Carol White, Virginia Beach

Hope Slaughter, South Moyock

Small Red Glass Items: From Jamestown Exposition,
1907. Belonged to her mother, Mary Susan (Barco)
Etheridge.

Nightstand/End Table: Brought a drawer from the
nightstand/end table. Circa 1927; New York company,
label in drawer. Was a wedding gift (1930) to Uncle
George Saunders and Aunt Dorothy Pritchard.
Dorothy’s elderly parents had an antique shop in
Richmond, VA and table was a gift to them from her
parents. Inherited by my parents and passed to me.

Assessment: Collectible. Not much value.

Assessment: Old Furniture Co., 1927. Right situation
$200. Made 1920 to WW II. You can see quality is
superior to anything today. Never seen one in better
condition.

Iris Resnick, Chesapeake
Stereopticon and Stereo Cards: From home of
grandparents, Clyde and Laura Barco, Grandy. In the
family at least since we were children (1940s).
Assessment: Circa 1900s; many cards made during
WW I; instruments can be purchased from Amazon.
Cards are good sellers on internet; collectible. Lots of
people looking for cards. Value: About $25 each,
depending on condition. Heat detrimental to cards.
Sometimes used by optometrists to treat things like
crossed-eyes. Precursor of View Master.

Jane Brumley, Knotts
Island
Chair: From Swan
Island Hunting Club;
1870s
Assessment: $300-$400,
maybe $500 in right
market.
(See Jane’s feature story about
the Swan Island Hunting Club,
page 31.)
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If you decide it’s time to depart with some of your
cherished possessions, here’s some avenues Jim
Oglesby suggests for you to consider.
1. eBay: Computers have helped resale in
many ways. They have also flooded the
marketplace with a lot of items, thereby
reducing the value.
2. If you have high end stuff, the best route is a
good reputable auctioneer.
3. IF you have a lot of stuff, estate sales seem to
do well.
Oglesby points out that genealogy has a lot to do
with value. The more you know about the history of
your prized belongings, the better. If you are able to
document sources, owners and history, you can
escalate the value and salability of your heirlooms
considerably. Remember, however, in the long run
the market is generally controlled by rarity.

Valos

Continued from Page 2

We are the chosen. In each
Family, there is one who seems
called to find the ancestors. To
put flesh on their bones and
make them live again, to tell the
family story and to feel that
somehow, they know and
approve. Doing genealogy is not
a cold gathering of facts, but
instead, breathing life into all
who have gone before. We are
the storytellers of the tribe.
Author Unknown

Tennessee at Knoxville (2014) and a second in
History from Old Dominion University (2007). He
has been working as Special Collections Librarian
in the Sargeant Memorial Collection since 2004.
His main interest at the library is curating and
digitizing the many photograph collections at the
library. Valos is also a member and sits on the
board of directors for the Norfolk Historical
Society.

Reenactments

Continued from Page 12

Swain’s uniform wardrobe includes outfits for
Private, Ordinance Sergeant and Lieutenant
Colonel. A new uniform for Captain is costing
upward of $250 (requires four yards of fabric at
$40/yard plus gold braid, buttons and insignia for
another $100).

Today a musket goes for $600-$1500. Ten years ago,
you could buy one for less than $100.

Sample
panel for
Albemarle’s
350th
display.
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Swan Island Hunting Club Chairs
by Jane Miller Brumley

Crow Island first appears in a land grant to
Patrick White in 1682. Later it is identified on the
Collect map of 1770. The name was used as
late as 1833. It is located in Currituck Sound,
Currituck County, NC, southeast of Knotts
Island, on the sound side of the New Currituck
Inlet (until it closed in 19th Century).

club house. I obtained four “covered wagon
chairs” with original cane bottoms. They date
to the 1870’s.

10

During 1817, Isaac Baxter and Leavine Balance
owned the island. Baxter’s heirs sold it to the
Hetfields (Hatfields). It is listed as Hetfield’s
Island on a map in 1842.
A group of hunters from Long Island, New York,
were heading to Florida in November 1870
aboard their yacht ANONYONA. During a storm

they entered Currituck Inlet and anchored next
to an island. As the tide subsided the hunters
were not able to free their vessel and so it
became grounded and was used by the
hunters until 1877 when it caught fire and
burned. The hunters formed a club and
purchased Crow Island from the Hatfields,
converting the farm house into a club house. It
was renamed Swan Island Club, however, this

also burned. A new building was constructed in
1910. When this house was destroyed by fire,
they build another club, circa 1913-1914, which
is still in use today.
Knowing of my interest in old furniture, I was
contacted by a family member during the
1960s who thought I might be interested in
some old chairs no longer used in the main

The first folding chairs were invented in 1868 by
Nicholas, Claudius and Adam Collignon. Until
recently, they were used in my home for dinner
parties and luncheons. I have been contacted
by a museum and they will soon be located in
a new home where the history of hunting clubs,
decoys and other hunting artifacts are on
display for the public.
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2018 Marks Albemarle
Genealogical Society’s 36th Year
2018 AGS Meeting Dates & Programs
For additional details, see the AGS Website.
Saturday January 13, 2018
Business Meeting & Program
An AGS Antiques Roadshow
Presentation by James Oglesby (Each
member can bring one family heirloom for an
informal appraisal.)

Museum of the Albemarle, Elizabeth City

Saturday, April 14
Business Meeting & Program
Sargeant Memorial Collection at the Slover
Library (Norfolk Public Library) with an emphasis
on the resources they offer for Northeastern NC &
the Outer Banks Region, presentation by
Troy Valos, MA, MSIS
Special Collections Librarian
Sargeant Memorial Collection
Wednesday, July
11https://www.ncgenealogy.org/webinars/
Business Meeting & Program
Genealogy Assistance Night
with Genealogist Janeth Murphy, Currituck
County Library Manager Dorothy Hocutt, and
Dare County Reference Librarian Naomi
Rhodes
Saturday, October 13
Business Meeting & Program
TBA
The Currituck County Public Library Genealogy Club
meets at the Currituck Public Library in Barco. The
next meeting dates are Saturday, May 5th and
Saturday June 2nd at 11:00 a.m. Registration is
requested, but not required to attend. Join this
informal group of genealogy
enthusiasts who share research
methods and findings. For further
details, see the AGS website, contact the
Currituck County Public Library [252-4538345] or send an email to Dorothy Hocutt
at dhocutt@earlibrary.org.

North Carolina Genealogical Society
See https://www.ncgenealogy.org/webinars/ for
a current list of webinars.
Visit the Museum of
the Albemarle to see
Tarheels in the
Trenches, a current
exhibit that explores
the role of North
Carolina’s
Albemarle in World
War I.
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Contact Us

Albemarle Genealogical Society
P. O. Box 2931, Elizabeth City, North Carolina, 27906-2931
Carol White

AGS President

agsnc.cwhite@gmail.com

Dorothy Hocutt

AGS Vice President,
Research
Assistance-Currituck

252-453-8345

Naomi Rhodes

252-441-4331

Newell Cannon

AGS Programs and
Marketing
Research
Assistance-Dare;
AGS Treasurer

Laura Ostrander

AGS Secretary

Laura Ostrander, Editor
Marcia Hawkins

AGS Newsletter
Committee

dhocutt@earlibrary.org

nrhodes@earlibrary.org

agsnc.treasurer@gmail.com
agsncnewsletter@gmail.com
1469 Thistlewood Lane
Chesapeake, VA 23320

agsncnewsletter@gmail.com

Mission Statement
The Albemarle Genealogical Society was founded in January 1982 to aid individuals
in their genealogical research and in the compilation of their family histories. The
society, serving Currituck and Dare Counties, attempts to create an interest in
genealogy, to gather and preserve genealogical and historical data, and to provide
genealogical resource information to any interested individuals.

Cut & Mail … Share with Friends

I want to _____Join _____Rejoin the Albemarle Genealogical Society.
Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________ Email: ______________________________________________
Surname(s) Researching: _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Send membership form, along with a check for $20 made payable to AGS. Mail to: AGS, P.O. Box
2931, Elizabeth City, NC 27906-2931
By joining AGS, you are consenting to the use of your photograph, likeness, or image in the AGS Newsletter and other AGS publications when
attending AGS meetings and other functions. If you do not want your image used, please tell the photographer.
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